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Acts chapter 2 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Context Summary
Acts 2:42–47 describes the routine of the early church. One morning, about nine 

days after Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit indwelt 120 of His 
followers (Acts 2:1–4). By that evening, three thousand devout Jews and 

proselytes had joined them (Acts 2:41). Most of the newcomers had come to 
Jerusalem for Pentecost from other countries. Many decide to stay in Jerusalem, 

to learn more about Jesus and be part of the phenomenon we now call ''the 
church.’'
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Acts 2:42, NIV: They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.What does Acts 2:42 mean? [⇑ 
See verse text ⇑]

The new church has seen an influx of three thousand people in a single day. 
Many of them are from other countries (Acts 2:9–11). They have temporary 
lodging for Pentecost, but that may just be a bit of grass on the Mount of Olives. 
Jerusalem is used to seeing 900,000 people swell their ranks of 100,000—it 
happens three times a year at Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. But, eventually, the visitors go home. This time, many of them stay, 
and the city is unprepared to handle their need of housing and food. 

The people have theological needs, too. Those from Judea, Samaria, and Galilee 
know something about Jesus and His teaching. It isn't so big of a leap to 
understand that this miracle-working teacher is the Jews' Messiah. They may 
even have heard the rumors that His grave is empty. But others are from as far 
away as Rome to the west, Mesopotamia to the east, Egypt to the south, and 
Cappadocia, on the shore of the Black Sea, to the north. Even if they had seen 
Jesus or John the Baptist in their occasional trips back to Jerusalem, they still 
don't understand who Jesus is or what He came to do. 

The Israelites did not enjoy their four hundred years of slavery in Egypt. But God 
protected them in that time, provided for them, and allowed their numbers to 
swell to 600,000 men, not to mention women and children (Exodus 12:37). Now, 
He is doing something similar for the church. Within a few years, Jewish 
leadership in Jerusalem will persecute the Jesus-followers, driving them from the 
city (Acts 8:1–3). When that happens, the church will be numerous enough to 
survive in exile and the people will be trained enough to spread the gospel (Acts 
8:4–8, 26–40; 11:19–21). In less than forty years, the Romans will attack, 
destroying Jerusalem and burning the temple. By that time, Christianity will have 
spread all over the Roman Empire. 

The four tasks listed here create a special unity in the group. They are being 
unified in their beliefs, as they all receive teaching from the apostles Jesus 
trained. They spend their spare time and meals together, sharing everything they 
own (Acts 4:32–37). And their prayer unites them before God as they present 
their needs. 

The minute details of the early church in Jerusalem are unique to this time and 
place. God's call for churches to be unified is not. We receive different spiritual 
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gifts, but we are called to serve each other in the church (Ephesians 4:1–16) 
"with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:2–3). 
Whatever the church looks like today, it is still called to have the same heart as 
the first church in Jerusalem. 

Scholars debate as to whether "the breaking of bread" refers to the Lord's 
Supper or to communal meals—specifically, the first loaf of bread that is broken 
and shared at the beginning of a Jewish meal. Acts 2:46 suggests full meals 
were included. In the same way, it's unclear if "the prayers" means the fellowship 
prayed regularly, as in Acts 1:14, or the more formal schedule of Jewish prayers, 
as in Acts 3:1. Considering the early church members lived together and shared 
everything in common, it's reasonable to assume the verse refers to all of the 
above.

Acts 2:43, NIV: Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles.

What does Acts 2:43 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Throughout the Bible, God has granted His messengers the ability to perform 
miracles in order to validate that their message is from Him. The point of ministry 
is never the miracle itself, but the message (Mark 1:36–38). 

The disciples have performed miracles before, and they know what comes after. 
Early on, Jesus sent them out to heal, cast out demons, and exhort people to 
repent of their sins (Mark 6:7–13). They had seen what happened to Jesus when 
He performed miracles: He was mobbed (Mark 4:1). They got a taste of this, too
—when Jesus took them on a boat to find some time away and the people saw 
them leave and raced so hard a crowd had formed before they landed (Mark 
6:30–34). 

This time, they are prepared. They have received the Holy Spirit who gives them 
power (Acts 1:8) but also wisdom (John 14:26). And that same Holy Spirit is 
working in the hearts of the people the apostles meet (John 16:8–11). 
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"Wonder" is from the Greek root word teras. It is a miracle that reveals a hidden 
truth, like how the transfiguration revealed Jesus' glory and deity (Mark 9:2–13). 
"Signs" is from the Greek root word semeion. The sign is that the person who 
performs the miracles is special and chosen by God. A good example is when 
Paul suffers no ill effect after being bitten by a viper. At first, the local people think 
he is being cursed by the gods for a terrible offense. When he lives, they still 
assume he has a divine connection, but still misinterpret it, at first (Acts 28:1–6).

Acts 2:44, NIV: All the believers were together and had everything in common.

What does Acts 2:44 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

This passage describes the early church in Jerusalem, especially before 
persecution by the Jewish leaders (Acts 8:1). The church started one morning 
with 120 members (Acts 1:15; 2:1–4). By that evening, they had about three 
thousand (Acts 2:41). And more and more were being saved every day (Acts 
2:47). Many of these people had come to Jerusalem for Pentecost—they don't 
live here, they have no home or business opportunities (Acts 2:9–11). But this is 
a crucial time in the church. God gave Moses the Law before the Israelites 
entered the Promised Land. In a similar way, the new Jesus-followers need to 
understand the basics before they return home or are driven out by persecution 
(Acts 8:1). So they stay and learn, and the Jesus-followers native to Jerusalem 
and Judea accommodate them with what they have (Acts 2:45). 

The New Testament says quite a bit about giving to Jesus-followers in need. 
Jesus says that wealth accumulated in this world means nothing compared to 
treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19–21). John points out that withholding support 
from a brother in need is the opposite of love (1 John 3:17). James warns against 
giving lip-service to others' needs without practically acting to meet the needs 
(James 2:15–16). And Paul points out that any giving we do is voluntary and 
should be done cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7). That's easier to do when we 
remember those in need are our friends and brothers and sisters in Christ.

Acts 2:45, NIV: They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need.

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV


Page  of 5 28 Sunday 4/30/2023

What does Acts 2:45 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The early church is characterized by a few key features: they listen to the 
apostles' teaching, they eat and live together, they pray together (Acts 2:42) and 
they share all they own (Acts 2:44). The new believers had come from all over 
the Roman Empire (Acts 2:9–11) and need housing and food. The Holy Spirit 
works within the members of the new church to make sure everyone has enough. 

Wealth is not bad, but wealth without a purpose, withheld from those in need, is 
worthless (1 John 3:17). Wealth held for its own sake is an idol that keeps us 
from God (Mark 10:17–22). Jesus taught the disciples that it is better to 
accumulate treasures in heaven than wealth on earth (Matthew 6:19–21). 
Zacchaeus understood this. When faced with Jesus, his desire to cheat people 
and hoard money vanished (Luke 19:1–10). Following Jesus frees sinners from 
all kinds of bondage. 

Ananias and Sapphira prove the point. They sell part of their property and give 
the money to Peter but tell him they sold all of it (Acts 5:1–11). Peter doesn't 
condemn their desire to keep the property; he condemns their lie about their 
sacrifice. They prove that "the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs" (1 Timothy 6:10). It's unclear if their love of money 
drove their lies or if they were driven by pride, but it cost them their lives. 

In the early church, as it grows and spreads, generosity grows and spreads with 
it. When the church in Jerusalem is faced with famine, the church in Antioch will 
support them (Acts 11:27–30). Later, churches in Macedonia and Achaia will 
come to the rescue (Romans 15:25–26; 1 Corinthians 16:1–4). Jesus gave His 
life for us and promises to reward us when we give of what we have (Luke 6:38).

Acts 2:46, NIV: Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
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What does Acts 2:46 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

This is an interesting verse. The passage is talking about Jews from Jerusalem, 
Judea, and all over the Roman Empire (Acts 2:9–11, 41), who have accepted 
Jesus as their Savior and created the first church. In addition to listening to the 
apostles' teaching, spending time together, praying together (Acts 2:42), and 
selling their possessions so that all their needs are filled (Acts 2:45), they still 
meet at the temple. To them, their faith is a fulfillment of Judaism, not a deviation. 
Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, promised by God to King David (2 Samuel 7:12–
16). Their conversion is not to a foreign religion but to a man—a Jew—who fulfills 
their beloved Scriptures (Matthew 5:17). 

For the next many years, Jesus-followers will still value the temple. Peter and 
John heal a beggar and preach at the temple (Acts 3), and then are arrested 
there (Acts 4:1–3). Years later Paul, too, is arrested at the temple (Acts 21:27–
36). Paul is also in the temple when God tells him Jerusalem is too dangerous 
and he will need to preach to the Gentiles (Acts 22:17–21). 

Despite this devotion among the Jewish Jesus-followers, the first martyr is killed 
in large part because he puts the temple into perspective. Stephen's upcoming 
speech (Acts 7) is a dissertation on how the temple is not necessary for the 
worship of God. For one, the early patriarchs worshiped God without it (Genesis 
12:7; 28:18–22; 35:1–4). For another, although God directed the building of the 
tabernacle (Exodus 26), He didn't ask for a permanent building (2 Samuel 7:5–7). 
Finally, God honored David and Solomon's desire to build the temple (1 Kings 
6:11–13), but even Solomon admitted God couldn't be contained in a building (1 
Kings 8:27). 

Still, the connection between Christianity and Judaism will be an important one. 
The Roman government tolerates Judaism as a religion parallel to emperor 
worship. As long as Christianity is seen as a "sect of Judaism" they are relatively 
protected as well (Acts 18:12–16). As Christianity spreads, however, Jesus-
followers will learn they don't need a temple; like the Samaritan woman at the 
well, they will worship God in spirit and truth, not a physical building (John 4:19–
24). 

The fact that the local Jesus-followers must share their homes with those from 
other cities and countries prepares them for this tradition. Churches will not be 
established in synagogues or other designated buildings, but in homes (Romans 
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16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15; Philemon 1:2). Eating together in 
harmony is worship, as well. Whether "breaking bread" refers to communion or 
daily meals we don't know. But the spirit of togetherness and glad and generous 
hearts is as much worship to God as anything they could do at the temple.

Acts 2:47, NIV: praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

What does Acts 2:47 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

This is the first wave of believers in the new church. In addition to the three 
thousand who accepted Jesus on the first day the Holy Spirit came (Acts 2:41), 
more come daily. The verse says that "the Lord added" new believers. This is 
consistent with other passages. Jesus called the apostles to be His witnesses, 
but He didn't tell them to convert people (Acts 1:8). Later, Paul will tell the 
Corinthians, "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So, neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth" (1 
Corinthians 3:6–7). Even in the Great Commission, Jesus doesn't tell the 
disciples to make converts but to make disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). 

The church is in a kind of incubation period. Peter and John haven't been 
arrested (Acts 4:1–3), Stephen hasn't been murdered (Acts 7:54–60), and the 
young Pharisee-trained hitman Saul hasn't driven the Jesus-followers out of 
Jerusalem (Acts 8:1–3). Jesus warned that persecution would come (John 
15:18–21). The early church wisely uses this time of peace and favor to build the 
foundation of the church. They learn from the apostles, grow in unity, and pray 
(Acts 2:42). They sacrifice for each other and accept what they receive gladly 
(Acts 2:45–46). They have repented from their sins and received the Holy Spirit—
they have a lot to praise God for. 

This section is immediately followed by a story in which all people are proven not 
to show the new church favor. Specifically, the Sanhedrin objects to the 
preaching that resurrection from the dead is possible (Acts 3:1–4:22). Acts 4:32–
37 is a similar section to Acts 2:42–47. It speaks of the unity and growth of the 
church and ends with an example of extreme generosity, but it's immediately 
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followed by an example that belies that trend as Ananias and Sapphira stoop to 
equally extreme selfish deceit (Acts 5:1–11). 

Faith can't grow without opposition. In this moment, God balances favor and 
persecution in a way that builds a church which has lasted, so far, for nearly 2000 
years. The modern church is indebted to those who built that foundation.

Psalm chapter 23 

New International Version

1 A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my 
soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name's sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Context Summary
Psalm 23:1–3 extolls the blessings bestowed on David by the Lord, his personal 

shepherd. The scene is peaceful and personal. In John 10:11 Jesus identified 
Himself as the Good Shepherd. He does for His sheep what David describes in 
Psalm 23:1–3. He leads his sheep (John 10:3–4); guides them to pasture (John 

10:9); restores their souls (Joh 10:10); and protects them (John 10:11–15).

Psalm 23:1, NIV: A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

What does Psalm 23:1 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

These words are some of the most-frequently quoted in the entire Old Testament. 
Even those unfamiliar with the Bible may recognize this verse, which has been 
used in countless ways over the ages. 

https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/23/Psalm-23-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/23/Psalm-23-2.html
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https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/23/Psalm-23-4.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/23/Psalm-23-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/23/Psalm-23-6.html
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In this verse David expresses his confidence in the Lord as his shepherd. The 
word for "LORD" in this verse is from a Hebrew term known as the 
tetragrammaton. This is four letters: yodh, he, waw, he; in English these are 
essentially YHWH. This is often transliterated as Yahweh or even Jehovah. This 
is the biblical name of the covenant-keeping God of Israel. 

David knew by personal experience that Yahweh shepherds His people. He 
cares for all their needs. When he was a shepherd boy, David cared for his 
sheep, making sure all their needs were met. In similar fashion the Lord cared for 
David. David lacked nothing. Believers, too, can be sure the Lord, the Good 
Shepherd, meets all our needs. He listens to our prayers, and if we call on Him, 
we will receive His grace and help in a time of need (Hebrews 4:14–16). 

An interesting name for the Lord is found in Genesis 22:14. Abraham had been 
commanded by God to take Isaac and sacrifice him. When Isaac inquired of his 
father Abraham where the lamb was for the burnt offering, Abraham told him the 
Lord would provide the sacrifice. As Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son, the 
angel of the LORD stopped him. Abraham had demonstrated his faith in God. 
The Lord provided a ram that was caught in a thicket by its horns as a sacrifice 
instead. Abraham promptly sacrificed the ram and called the site of the sacrifice, 
Jehovah-Jireh, meaning "The Lord will provide.”

Psalm 23:2, NIV: He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside 
quiet waters,

What does Psalm 23:2 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

David writes that the Lord provides rest in green pastures and guides him to still 
waters. Shepherds in biblical times did not "drive" their sheep. Instead of pushing 
the herd from behind, they walked ahead of the flock, which followed. The land of 
Israel did not have plentiful, verdant pastureland except in the rainy season. 
Shepherds needed to guide their sheep to green pasture, otherwise the sheep 
would go hungry. 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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Further, sheep will not drink from a rushing stream. Nor will they instinctively 
seek out clean water—they are prone to drinking whatever is nearby. Therefore, 
a good shepherd leads his sheep to calm, clean water. 

As a good shepherd, the Lord guided David to green pasture; that is, He 
provided well for David, giving him abundance, rest, and peace. Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, provides all of this care for His followers. He gives us rest (Matthew 
11:28), abundance (Matthew 6:33; John 10:10; Ephesians 1:3; Philippians 4:19), 
and peace (John 14:27). 

Just as a shepherd in Bible times knew his sheep by name, so our Good 
Shepherd knows us personally and calls us by name (John 10:3). We should be 
quick to heed His call and follow Him!

Psalm 23:3, NIV: he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for 
his name's sake.

What does Psalm 23:3 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

David credits the Lord, his shepherd, with restoring or refreshing his soul. In Bible 
times, if a sheep became injured, its shepherd would treat its wounds until its 
good health returned. How often the Lord restores us to good spiritual health 
after the evil world system has hurt us, or, even more often, when we have hurt 
ourselves by failing to follow Him closely! When Peter relied on self-confidence to 
keep him faithful to the Lord, he failed miserably, but the Good Shepherd 
graciously restored him to spiritual health (John 21:15–19). 

Sheep were accustomed to following their shepherd in well-worn paths, but 
occasionally a sheep would stray from a safe path and become lost. Then the 
shepherd would leave the rest of the sheep in the custody of helpers and go 
searching for the lost sheep. Jesus, the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14), leads 
us in paths of righteousness, but we may wander from the chosen path. Then 
Jesus searches until He finds us and restores us. In Luke 15:3–7 Jesus told a 
parable about a shepherd who had one hundred sheep, but when one went 
astray, he searched for it until he found it. Then he laid it on his shoulders, 
brought it home, and summoned his friends and neighbors to celebrate its 
recovery with him.
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Psalm 23:4, NIV: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

What does Psalm 23:4 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

David could walk through a dark ravine, perhaps even death, fearlessly, because 
the Lord walked with him. David explains his lack of fear because "you are with 
me." It is interesting to observe that the "shadow of death" drew David closer to 
the Lord. He addresses the Lord as "you," whereas in the peaceful places he 
called the Lord "he." 

A shepherd in Bible times carried a rod and a staff to protect his sheep. The rod 
was a cudgel: a short, thick, heavy stick similar to what modern people might call 
a baton or mace. This was worn at the shepherd's belt. The staff was a long, 
lightweight pole with a curved end—a crook—that the shepherd used to move, 
count, and examine the sheep at evening when they returned to the fold. 

Both the rod and staff were used as weapons to protect the sheep. David trusted 
the Lord to protect him, just as a shepherd protected his sheep from any 
attacking animals. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is with believers at all times (John 
10:11, 14). He promised to be with us always (Matthew 28:20). He is with us 
when we walk over rough ground as surely as He is with us "beside still 
waters" (Psalm 23:2). Jesus said, "I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:28).

Psalm 23:5, NIV: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

What does Psalm 23:5 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

This verse may describe a gracious host as he provides a banquet for an 
honored guest, or it may continue the metaphor of the shepherd-sheep 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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relationship. If it refers to a host preparing a banquet, David views himself as the 
Lord's honored guest with David's enemies present as captive onlookers. 

If it refers to a shepherd-sheep relationship, David compares the Lord's 
generosity to that of a shepherd who generously prepares a feast for his sheep, 
spreading the food on a table or trough. As the sheep slept, they were protected 
by a circular stone wall and the shepherd who slept across the opening. Jesus 
identified Himself as the door to the sheepfold (John 10:7–9). 

A gracious host would anoint his guest by applying a soothing oil to the guest's 
head. A shepherd would use oil to treat his sheep's wounds. David may have 
been thinking about the Lord as his host or shepherd when he wrote, "you anoint 
my head with oil" (Psalm 23:5). The cup David depicts as overflowing may refer 
to the brimming cup the host provided or to the large cup a shepherd used to 
give water to thirsty sheep. Either interpretation leads to the conclusion that the 
Lord provides for us more generously than the heart can desire.

Psalm 23:6, NIV: Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

What does Psalm 23:6 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

David expresses his conviction in this verse that the Lord's goodness will be with 
him throughout his life. Whether green pastures and still waters lay ahead, or 
David was required to walk through the valley of the shadow of death, the Lord's 
goodness would accompany him. 

Over the years of his long life David had found that God is good all the time. 
Further, the Lord's unfailing love would be present with him every step of life's 
journey. Paul encourages us in Romans 8:38–39 to count on God's love in all of 
life's circumstances. Nothing can separate us from His unfailing love. We can use 
trials to make us more aware of God's love so that we grow, rather than become 
bitter. David anticipated that at the end of his life he would enter heaven—the 
house of the LORD—and live there forever. 

Having the Lord as our shepherd makes life worthwhile and blessed, and when 
our journey on earth ends we will enter heaven to live with our Shepherd forever 
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(John 14:3). Revelation 7:16–17 promises that in heaven believers will never 
hunger or thirst or suffer again, "For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

1 Peter chapter 2:19 For it is commendable if someone bears 
up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are 
conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

22 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.'
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 
He himself bore our sins' in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness; 'by his wounds you have been healed.' 25 For 'you 
were like sheep going astray,' but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls.

Context Summary
1 Peter 2:13–25 reveals God’s will for those who are free in Christ: to willingly 

submit to every human authority for God’s sake. This includes emperors, 
governors, kings, and even slave masters. Peter does not endorse slavery, but 
he does instruct Christian slaves to endure unjust suffering, as Jesus did for our 

sake on the cross. He does not expect us to ''obey'' when the instructions are 
sinful. Rather, Christians are called to imitate Christ by suffering for doing good. 
Because Jesus was willing to do so, we lost sheep are now under the protection 

of our shepherd.

1 Peter 2:19, NIV: For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of 
unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.
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What does 1 Peter 2:19 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In the previous verse, Peter wrote that Christian slaves must submit to their 
masters. Indeed, all Christians must submit to everyone in positions of human 
authority. He emphasized that our submission should not be dependent on 
whether that authority is kind or harsh. As discussed in verse 18, the "slavery" of 
the biblical era is not the same concept which a typical modern reader thinks of. 

It's essential to remember that many of Peter's Christian readers were slaves, 
and were very likely to face mistreatment by their masters. Peter is well aware of 
this. Here, he acknowledges that unjust suffering will bring them pain and/or 
sorrow. He does not call that a good thing. What he calls a good thing is 
intentionally enduring that pain and sorrow out of an awareness of God. Or, one 
might say, out of trust and submission to God. 

In verse 23, Peter will remind us that Jesus endured pain and sorrow while being 
treated unjustly. Jesus made the intentional choice to entrust Himself to the one 
who is the just judge: His Father. So it is "commendable" (NIV), "a gracious thing" 
(ESV), or finding "favor" (NASB) to endure that pain and sorrow. We do this with 
the awareness that our God is the one who will judge all such actions in the end. 
He is also the one who meets our deepest needs in the moment

1 Peter 2:20, NIV: But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing 
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God.

What does 1 Peter 2:20 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Peter continues with the topic of Christian slaves submitting to masters that he 
began in verse 18. In the previous verse, he called it commendable, or a 
"gracious thing," when a believing slave endures unjust suffering from a harsh 
master. Commentary for verse 18 helps to explain how biblical "slavery" is not 
the institution most modern readers think of. 

In this verse, Peter clarifies that a Christian—slave or otherwise—receives no 
credit or commendation for pain that comes as a result of doing wrong. In other 
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words, if a Christian slave is beaten for something that would be in rebellion to 
God's will, that's not commendable. 

We have to be careful here. As defined from a modern perspective, slavery itself 
is an evil thing. And certainly, beating a slave, even for wrongdoing, is also an 
evil thing. Again, these verses are not endorsing slavery or the beating of slaves. 
Instead, Peter is giving practical direction to Christians who are themselves 
slaves and who may be beaten by their masters. If that beating comes as a result 
of theft or rebellion, for instance, the Christian slave should not think of him or 
herself as suffering in the same way Jesus did (1 Peter 2:21). Jesus never 
suffered for wrongdoing; suffering for sin is never "favored" by God even if that 
suffering seems overly harsh or out of proportion with the sin. 

Suffering for doing what is right, though, is commendable before God. In fact, the 
next verse will tell us it is exactly what we are called to do.

1 Peter 2:21, NIV: To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

What does 1 Peter 2:21 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verses 18–20, Peter has been discussing why and how Christians must submit 
to the human authority of their masters. This is a necessary part of submitting to 
the true authority: God Himself. Peter wrote that enduring pain and sadness for 
unjust suffering at the hands of human masters is commendable before God. In 
verse 21, he makes a bold and surprising statement: All Christians are called to 
endure suffering for doing what is good. We are Jesus-followers, after all, and 
that's what Jesus did. 

More to the point, Jesus endured pain and sorrow while doing good for us. He 
suffered for us, receiving beatings from Roman guards, being crucified on the 
cross, and bearing our sins in that act of love. Peter says Jesus' actions are 
meant to be an example for us to follow. Part of our purpose as Christians is 
enduring pain and sadness, for doing good, for the Lord's sake (1 Peter 2:13). 
However, this does not include suffering the natural consequences of our own 
sinful choices (1 Peter 2:20). 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV


Page  of 16 28 Sunday 4/30/2023

Following in Jesus' steps often leads to suffering for doing what is right. When 
that happens, it indicates that our lives are going in the right direction, not that we 
have made a wrong turn or that God has abandoned us.

1 Peter 2:22, NIV: He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’

What does 1 Peter 2:22 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Peter is making the case that Jesus' suffering during His earthly life was unjust. 
He suffered because He was doing what was right. That is, He endured the pain 
and sadness of His trials willingly, out of submission to His Father, and for our 
sake. However, this was never as a result of any wrongdoing on His part. Peter 
quotes from the prophecy of Isaiah 53:9, pointing to the coming Messiah. Jesus' 
innocence from sin included never being deceitful in any way. 

This verse builds on 1 Peter 2:18–21. There, Peter has asserted that Christians 
are called to follow Jesus' example. We are to walk in His steps, and those steps 
may well cause us to suffering for doing good. We should expect this, and not 
see all suffering as a sign of our failure or of God's faithlessness (John 17:14–
19). We will, in fact, be commended for enduring under that kind of suffering (1 
Peter 2:20).

1 Peter 2:23, NIV: When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; 
when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly.

What does 1 Peter 2:23 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Peter builds on the theme of previous verses. Christians are called to suffer for 
doing good because we follow in the steps of Jesus. He endured extreme 
suffering while being completely innocent. He serves as our example of how to 
live as Christians when we are mistreated though guiltless. This verse explains 
how the innocent Christ responded when He was victimized. To be reviled is to 
be abusively insulted. Our human instinct is to throw insults back. Jesus refused 
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to retaliate to the angry insults of Jewish religious leaders, the Roman guards, or 
those taunting Him while He was on the cross. 

More, when physically attacked, beaten, tortured, and crucified, He refused even 
to threaten those who were hurting Him. Jesus would not have had to rely on 
bluffs, or empty threats, of course. After Peter cut off the ear of the high priest's 
servant in a foolish attempt to defend Jesus from being arrested, Jesus said to 
him, "Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 
more than twelve legions of angels?" (Matthew 26:53). 

Instead, Jesus exercised great self-control. He resisted any urge to retaliate, 
insult, or even rightly describe the coming judgment of God. How did He do it? It 
wasn't just self-control. Jesus made a choice in the moment to trust God, His 
Father, to be the perfect judge at the perfect time. He trusted that His Father 
would vindicate Him, would execute justice, would provide all that was needed. 
So Jesus was free to fulfill His purpose and not make justice for Himself.

1 Peter 2:24, NIV: He himself bore our sins' in his body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sins and live for righteousness; 'by his wounds you have been 
healed.’

What does 1 Peter 2:24 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In the previous verse, Peter described Jesus' refusal to retaliate against those 
who mistreated Him. Jesus chose this path because He trusted the Father to be 
the just judge, to make all things right. Jesus suffered for doing good, without 
fighting back, so He could fulfill His purpose. Verse 24 describes exactly what 
that purpose was. 

If Jesus had not willingly endured unjust suffering, we would have remained lost 
in our sin. Instead, Jesus bore, or "carried," our sins on the cross. He actually 
died in order to pay the penalty for our sinful actions. He became our substitute, 
dying the death we deserved. God, the one who judges justly (1 Peter 2:23) 
judged Christ for our sin in that moment, pouring out His wrath on His own Son to 
satisfy the payment for our sin. He endured suffering so we could die to sin. In 
that action, by God's grace and through our faith in Christ, we have been freed. 
Believers are free from the price of our own sin, and from the power of sin to 
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poison our choices. Now, thanks to Jesus' suffering, Christians can live 
righteously. We don't have to sin; we are free to make right choices that please 
and honor our God (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

The verse ends by quoting Isaiah 53:5, a profound play on words. As Christians, 
we have been healed from the penalty and power of our sin by Christ's wounds, 
by His death in our place, by His suffering for our good. The wounds—the 
suffering—of Jesus are the means by which Christians are healed—forgiven by 
God for our sins. This reference is not about physical conditions, but our spiritual 
destiny.

1 Peter 2:25, NIV: For 'you were like sheep going astray,' but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

What does 1 Peter 2:25 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verse 24, one of the most profound statements in all of Scripture, Peter 
described what the fully innocent Son of God accomplished with His suffering 
and death on the cross. He bore our sins, paid our penalty, and died our death. 
Through faith in Christ, we have been healed by His wounds. 

In this verse, Peter again references Isaiah 53 to make the point that we were not 
asking to be healed. Instead, we were moving away from God like wandering 
sheep. As Paul writes in Romans 5:10, we were still God's enemies when Christ 
died for us. 

Now, though, those who trust in Christ have turned around. The innocent 
Shepherd endured unjust suffering, without retaliation, to make it possible for us 
to come back to Him. The one who died on the cross for us now oversees our 
very souls. Christians now acknowledge Him as our leader and final authority. 
We are secure as members of His flock.
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John chapter 10 

New International Version

1 Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the 
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger's voice.' 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, 'Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 
All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not 
listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They 
will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Context Summary
John 10:1–21 continues directly from Jesus' encounter with local religious 

leaders, after giving sight to a man born blind (John 9). Jesus' references here to 
shepherds and shepherding are pointed barbs at these hypocritical, self-serving 
figures. In this section, Jesus actually creates three separate metaphors; these 
are not meant to be understood as a single analogy. The first comes in verses 1 
through 6, the second in verses 7 through 9, and the third in verses 10 through 

18. In doing so, Jesus explains how He differs from the corrupt leaders He 
confronts. He also delivers His third and fourth ''I am'' statements, out of seven in 

this gospel.

John 10:1, NIV: Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.
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What does John 10:1 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus' words here continue without pause from the end of His conversation with 
the Pharisees who disputed His healing of the man born blind in chapter 9. Here, 
again, Jesus uses the "Amen, amen" construction. This uses a word which has 
come from Aramaic almost unchanged into many other languages. It expresses 
agreement or hopefulness when used at the end of a statement. When used at 
the beginning of a sentence, it implies that the speaker is presenting first-hand, 
absolute truth.

This is the first of three related-but-separate analogies Jesus will make using the 
concept of shepherding.

Jesus begins the first metaphor by stating that someone who climbs the wall of a 
sheep enclosure "is a thief and a robber." In that era, multiple flocks of sheep 
would be housed in a single walled-in enclosure. The sides were high enough to 
prevent sheep from getting out, and wild animals from getting in. This structure 
would have a single opening—and this was the only intended place for the sheep 
to come in or out. Anyone attempting to get into the pen without using the single 
door was, by definition, up to no good.

In the next verses, Jesus will continue to explain that only the legitimate 
shepherd can come in and out, and only that shepherd is approved by the 
gatekeeper. This teaching also relies on the unique way sheep naturally learn to 
respond only to the voice of "their" shepherd, and not to others.

John 10:2, NIV: The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.

What does John 10:2 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus is building the first of three analogies based on the idea of sheep and 
shepherds. Sheep pens of that era were constructed with relatively high walls 
and a single door. This made it much easier to control which animals—and which 
people—could get in or out. Several flocks could be housed in a single structure. 
Individual shepherds were known by their flocks purely by voice. To get a 
particular shepherd's flock out, all that shepherd needed to do was call. In 
response, his sheep—and only His sheep—would come out. 
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Because these pens were built for security, there was no need or reason for 
anyone to use any entry point other than the intended door. At least, there was 
no legitimate reason. The single door was where approved shepherds would be 
allowed to come in and out, and where their flocks would enter and leave. The 
only reason someone would enter the pen by climbing the wall is so they could 
harm or steal sheep.

Jesus will continue in the next verses to explain that He, and He alone, is the 
"approved" shepherd, and those sheep which are His recognize Him by His 
voice. Strangers and thieves won't be recognized by the sheep.

At this point, Jesus is not speaking about heaven. His analogy has a well-defined 
purpose, not directly related to salvation or attaining eternal life. As Jesus will say 
later on, those who are "His," as it pertains to everlasting life, cannot be "stolen" 
in the way a robber in this particular analogy would do. Rather, this symbol is 
about how and why certain people respond to the message of the gospel, and 
others do not.

John 10:3, NIV: The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

What does John 10:3 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Sheep pens in Jesus' era were constructed with sturdy walls and a single 
doorway. This allowed easy control over what animals got in or out, and which 
people could access the sheep. The gatekeeper was not merely minding the 
opening. There were often no physical barriers across that opening, since a 
gatekeeper was always on duty. To rest, or even to sleep, the gatekeeper would 
literally lay across the gap. This will be used in Jesus' second metaphor, where 
He claims to be "the door of the sheep."

The gatekeeper of the pen would ensure that only approved shepherds—those 
who had claim on a flock inside—could get in or out. Anyone trying to climb over 
the walls was, by definition, up to no good. Those allowed in by the gatekeeper 
were legitimately allowed to be there.
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Multiple flocks would be kept in a single pen. To get a particular flock out, all the 
shepherd had to do was call. The sheep, having been raised and cared for by 
that single person, would respond. Members of other flocks would not come in 
response to that voice.

Jesus is using this analogy in response to the religious leaders of Jerusalem, 
who obstinately refuse to recognize His miracles and His message. In plain 
terms, these men don't listen to His voice because they are not "His" flock. They 
are, as Jesus pointed out in other discussions, subjects of Satan (John 8:42–47).

John 10:4, NIV: When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.

What does John 10:4 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In Jesus' era, several separate flocks of sheep would be housed in a single 
sheep pen. These structures were walled off to prevent other animals from 
getting in. They also featured a single, narrow opening. The gatekeeper of the 
pen would only allow approved shepherds in or out. The only reason for 
someone to climb over the walls would be theft.

To get a particular flock back out of the pen, a shepherd could simply call them. 
The nature of shepherding means those animals were constantly being spoken 
to by that one man. In response to his voice—and his voice alone—they would 
come to the doorway to be let out by the gatekeeper.

Jesus is following his confrontation with religious leaders in chapter 9, where He 
gave sight to a man born blind. The metaphor He uses here echoes what Jesus 
told His critics in John 8:42–47. Namely, that they did not listen to Jesus because 
they were not "His." Those who belong to God recognize the voice of God. But, 
like sheep from a foreign flock, those who belong to the Devil don't respond when 
called by Christ.

Jesus will follow this analogy with two more analogies that flesh out the idea that 
Jesus is the one and only means of salvation, and that those who are part of 
God's kingdom will recognize no other except Him.
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John 10:5, NIV: But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.'

What does John 10:5 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Sheep in Jesus' era were acutely attuned to the voice of their own shepherd. This 
allowed multiple flocks to be housed in a single sheep pen overnight. The 
individual shepherds could retrieve their flocks simply by calling. Only those 
sheep who knew that particular voice would come—the others would not respond 
to a voice they did not recognize.

By analogy, Jesus is explaining that the reason many of His critics cannot—
actually, will not—respond to Him is because they are part of another flock. 
Those who "belong" to Jesus recognize His voice and follow Him, while recoiling 
from the voice of a stranger. Those who don't listen to Jesus voice are, in plain 
terms, "owned" by someone else. As Jesus pointed out in prior conversations, 
such people actually belong to Satan (John 8:42–47). 

This is the first of three separate analogies Jesus will use that involve 
shepherding. As the following verse shows, the men to whom He speaks—the 
same religious leaders who criticized His healing of a man born blind (John 9)—
will predictably fail to get the point.

John 10:6, NIV: Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them.

What does John 10:6 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus has just made the first of three analogies related to shepherding found in 
this chapter. These are spoken to the hostile religious leaders who dispute Jesus' 
giving sight to a man born blind (John 9). In this metaphor, Jesus indicated that 
those who do not listen to His voice are like sheep belonging to a different 
shepherd. Those who do listen are those who belong to Him.
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In that era, sheep would be kept in large pens holding several flocks. These 
structures had a single narrow opening, and this is where all of the animals would 
come and go. The gatekeeper would ensure that only legitimate shepherds could 
access the sheep. When a shepherd needed to bring out his animals, all he had 
to do was call to them. Since these animals lived their entire lives around that 
one person, they would respond only to that voice.

By analogy, Jesus is implying that the reason these religious critics don't listen to 
His words is because they belong to another master. In an earlier conversation, 
Jesus directly told men like these that they were children of the Devil (John 8:42–
47). As such, they'd never choose to respond to God, but would recoil, instead.

Of course, as those not inclined to listen to Jesus in the first place, these men fail 
to grasp the point being made. Instead, as seen in later verses, they will try to 
write Him off as a babbling maniac (John 10:19-21).

John 10:7, NIV: Therefore Jesus said again, 'Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep.

What does John 10:7 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus has just finished comparing His ministry to the voice of a shepherd. In that 
era, sheep were housed in pens with high walls and a single narrow opening. 
Sheep would move in or out at the sound of their shepherd's voice—and only the 
voice of their shepherd. Jesus uses this analogy to explain that those who reject 
Him are proving that they're not part of "His" flock (John 10:1–6). His second 
analogy, starting here, is separate from the first, though it is meant to follow in a 
similar meaning.

Now Jesus makes the third of seven "I am" statements found in the gospel of 
John. In these remarks, Jesus evokes the words spoken to Moses by God in 
Exodus 3:14. Jews of that era knew exactly what such claims implied—when 
Jesus used those words in reference to Abraham earlier, they interpreted it as 
blasphemy and tried to kill Him (John 8:58–59).

Here, Jesus makes a separate metaphor, which is only partly related to the one 
just completed. The sheep pens of that time were constructed with only one slim 
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opening in otherwise high walls. This made it easier to prevent sheep from 
wandering out, wild animals from getting in, and controlling who had access to 
the sheep. This gap was guarded by a doorkeeper, mentioned by Jesus in His 
first analogy (John 10:3). Since the pen needed close and constant guarding, the 
doorkeeper would typically lay across the opening to rest or sleep. In that way, 
the gatekeeper very literally became "the door" of the sheep pen.

Here, Jesus is implying that He, and He alone, is the means by which God 
intends people to come to God. His comment in the next verse, in particular, is 
meant to state that the prior religious leaders of the people were not the "true" 
leaders God intended. This concept also echoes, at least subtly, the single door 
God placed on the ark built by Noah—the one and only doorway through which 
mankind was saved from the wrath of God (Genesis 6:16).

John 10:8, NIV: All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them.

What does John 10:8 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus is presenting the second of three metaphors for His ministry. These are 
related, but separate from each other. They are directed at the local religious 
leaders, who criticized Jesus for giving sight to a man born blind. In the first 
analogy, Jesus implied that those who reject Him do so because they are not part 
of "His" flock—they are following someone other than God.

In this example, Jesus builds on that prior idea. Sheep pens in that era were 
constructed with a narrow opening—and only one opening. This allowed the 
gatekeeper to easily control which animals came in or out. Anyone who tried to 
enter the pen by another path, or take animals out except through that door, was 
a thief by definition. To sleep or rest, the gatekeeper would lay across the 
opening, literally becoming the door. In the prior verse, Jesus claimed to fulfill 
that role in a spiritual sense, saying, "I am the door." This was the third time in the 
gospel of John that Jesus evokes the godly identity Moses heard from the 
burning bush in Exodus 3:14.

Here, Jesus continues to explain that, like the door—the gatekeeper—He is the 
one and only legitimate authority for the sheep. The religious leaders who have 
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controlled Israel to that point are like those trying to sneak into the sheep pen, or 
calling to sheep which are not theirs. They are, spiritually, thieves and robbers.

John 10:9, NIV: I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They 
will come in and go out, and find pasture.

What does John 10:9 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Sheep pens in Jesus' era were constructed with a single, narrow opening. This 
allowed the gatekeeper to control which animals got in or out. When allowed by 
the gatekeeper, shepherds could call to their flocks, who would respond only to 
the voice of their own shepherd. Jesus has used this well-known concept to 
explain His ministry to His religious critics. This verse continues the second of 
three analogies related to shepherding.

Here, again, Jesus claims "I am the door." So far as this metaphor goes, Jesus 
means He is the gatekeeper—the person who controls access to the pen. He is 
also the opening, the single means by which the sheep can move in or out. This 
also reflects the nature of God, as Moses heard from the burning bush (Exodus 
3:14).

This analogy brings several layers of meaning. First and foremost, it is only 
through the door that the sheep can "be saved." This uses a Greek term, 
sōthēsetai, which implies something being kept safe, healed, or rescued from 
destruction. This is very dramatic terminology for literal sheep, though the pen 
was their best protection from wild animals. Jesus' statement, then, is unusually 
direct in its spiritual implications. Jesus is that door, and the only door, an idea 
often repeated in the New Testament (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

Closely related to this, the door—Jesus, in this case—is what separates all 
sheep into two basic groups. Sheep are either "in" or "out"; they are "saved" or 
"unsaved." There are no other categories, and no other options. This, also, 
supports the New Testament's consistent teaching that Jesus Christ is the one 
and only means by which any person can be eternally saved. 

Also, some interpreters see this as a reference to Jesus leading people out of 
Judaism and into its intended fulfillment, Christianity.
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John 10:10, NIV: The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.

What does John 10:10 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus has made two analogies about His ministry using a topic very familiar to 
His listeners: shepherding. The first relied on the idea that sheep instinctively 
listened only to the voice of their particular shepherd, and no other. This, Jesus 
implies, is why His religious critics reject Him: they are part of another flock, one 
ultimately owned by the Devil (John 10:1–6; 8:42–47). In the second application, 
Jesus claims to be "the door," meaning the single narrow opening in sheep pens 
of that era. This was the sole means by which sheep were able to come and go. 
Jesus' detractors, then, are like thieves and robbers who are trying to take sheep 
without using that door.

Here, Jesus begins His third and most detailed analogy. He has already 
compared the hypocritical, tradition-bound religious leaders to thieves. The 
purpose of a thief, so far as the flock is concerned, is only to wreak havoc; the 
robber causes mayhem for his own selfish gain. In the same way, ungodly people 
who claim to be spiritual cause suffering in others for the sake of their pride and 
greed (Titus 1:11; 1 Timothy 6:5).

In contrast, Jesus seeks to not just preserve life for the sheep, but to provide it. In 
the prior analogy, Jesus claimed that as the one and only door, He was the 
means by which a person could "be saved." That Greek term, sōthēsetai, 
suggests rescue, protection, and healing. Here, Jesus deepens that claim by 
saying that His purpose is not only tied to life, but to an abundant life.

That "abundant" life means something more meaningful than material wealth and 
prosperity (Colossians 3:2–3; Matthew 6:25–32). It begins with salvation from an 
eternity of suffering the penalty of sin (Romans 6:23). An abundant life is, first 
and foremost, eternal life (John 17:3). The abundant life means gaining a 
heavenly perspective (Romans 12:2), leading to a growing trust and knowledge 
of God (2 Peter 3:18). It means blossoming into a life full of the fruit of the spirit 
(Galatians 5:22–23). While false teachers and false religions offer shallow, 
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temporary relief, only Jesus brings truly everlasting life and spiritual abundance 
(John 14:6).


