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Acts chapter 5 

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: 'We must obey God rather than human 
beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead--whom you 
killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as 
Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 
32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to those who obey him.'
33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 
But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all 
the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside 
for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: 'Men of Israel, consider 
carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas 
appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. 
He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After 
him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of 
people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 
Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them 
go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting 
against God.'
40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them 
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go.

http://ref.com
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-29.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-30.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-31.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-32.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-33.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-34.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-35.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-37.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-38.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-39.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-40.html


Page  of 2 34 Sunday 4/16/2023

41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts 
and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good 
news that Jesus is the Messiah.

Context Summary
Acts 5:27–42 occurs in the aftermath of a miraculous jailbreak. The chief priests 

arrested the apostles for teaching and healing in Jesus' name (Acts 5:17–18). On 
the morning of the inquiry, the guards find the prison cells empty and the 

apostles, again, preaching in the temple courtyard (Acts 5:22, 25). The guards 
bring the apostles back, and the Sanhedrin questions them. When the apostles 

insist Jesus is alive, the priests want them killed. But a Pharisee, Gamaliel, calms 
the situation. The Sanhedrin do flog the apostles before releasing them, starting 
the long history of physical persecution against Christ-followers. Verse 29 is a 

cornerstone of Christian ethics: that God's will is worth suffering for.

Acts 5:29, NIV: Peter and the other apostles replied: 'We must obey God rather 
than human beings!

What does Acts 5:29 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

This statement is a crucial part of Christian ethics. While believers are 
commanded to "submit" to earthly government (Romans 13:1), that is not always 
the same as "obeying" government. Peter and the other apostles live out a clear 
example of this in the early chapters of the book of Acts. When commanded to 
sin—to ignore the commands of Jesus—these men refuse. At the same time, 
they accept the civil consequences of their choice. 

The apostles stand before the Sanhedrin, explaining why they broke a direct 
command to stop preaching about Jesus. When the Sanhedrin first gave the 
order, Peter and John responded, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen 
to you rather than to God, you must judge" (Acts 4:19). Peter and John stood 
before the priests, elders, and scribes of the Mosaic law and told them the 
restriction was contrary to what God wanted. And yet, that same group seems 
confused as to why Peter and John rejoined fellow Christians and continued their 
preaching once released (Acts 5:12–16). 
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Jesus prepared His disciples well for this moment. Several times, during 
altercations with the Pharisees, He taught them to follow God's commandments 
rather than man's tradition (Mark 7:8). He told them, "Do not fear those who kill 
the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do…fear him who, after 
he has killed, has authority to cast into hell" (Luke 12:4–5). He told them the 
world would hate and persecute them because they followed Him (John 15:18–
20). In fact, He told them men would drag them before synagogues and courts 
and flog them (Matthew 10:17), which is exactly what will happen now (Acts 
5:40). But the apostles are to "bear witness before them and the 
Gentiles" (Matthew 10:18). 

Again, the apostles assert that the Jewish ruling council neither serves nor 
speaks for God. They insist that the council's archenemy, a traveling teacher 
from Nazareth, has overcome their assassination and risen from the dead. It's 
sad the council members can't deeply consider the apostles' words, especially as 
those claims align with the Law and the Prophets they claim to know so well. But 
they're more afraid of losing earthly power than interested in finding God's 
forgiveness.

Acts 5:30, NIV: The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead--whom you 
killed by hanging him on a cross.

What does Acts 5:30 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The members of the Sanhedrin are concerned the people will realize they 
murdered Jesus and rebel or even stone them (Acts 5:26, 28). Peter boldly 
declares that they not only killed Jesus, they cursed Him by hanging Him from a 
"tree" (Deuteronomy 21:22–23). In fact, the council was worried about this before 
they even arrested Jesus, and wanted to wait until after week-long Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (Mark 14:1–2). They took the opportunity Judas gave them, 
however, and arrested Jesus late at night, out in the countryside. In order to shift 
the public blame off themselves, they blackmailed Pilate to order Jesus' death 
(John 19:12) and incited a crowd to demand Pilate release an insurrectionist 
instead (Matthew 27:20–23). 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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Even though the council stands behind the necessity of the death of Jesus (John 
11:49–53), they don't want the people to get upset with them. Jesus was always 
popular among the people, and His apostles are proving to be as well, both for 
their ability to perform miracles and their message (Acts 5:12–16). 

It's unclear if "God…raised Jesus" means He enabled Jesus' powerful public 
ministry or if it means God raised Jesus from the dead. If he means the 
resurrection, that would be consistent with Peter's previous arrest (Acts 4:1–2). It 
would also fit with Paul's successful courtroom tactic: getting the Sadducees and 
Pharisees to fight amongst themselves instead of convicting him in a sham trial 
(Acts 23:6–10). It's even possible Paul—then named Saul—was present at this 
event, and later remembered Peter's example during his own arrest.

Acts 5:31, NIV: God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that 
he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins.

What does Acts 5:31 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

During Jesus' ministry, He specifically told the Twelve that men would drag them 
before courts and flog them, but they were to teach their oppressors about Him 
anyway. This is exactly what is happening here. Jesus also told them to not worry 
what they will say; the Holy Spirit will give them the right words (Matthew 10:16–
20). 

The words Peter is using go far beyond the Sanhedrin's initial concern about 
resurrection and popularity. "Leader" is from the Greek root word archēgos and 
can be translated as "prince," or "captain," or even "pioneer" or "founder." Some 
translations use "author" to translate this word in Hebrews 12:2. Peter is directly 
accusing the Sanhedrin of executing the One who originated the Jewish people 
and promised to save them—not only killing Him but defiling Him by hanging Him 
from a tree (Acts 5:30; Deuteronomy 21:22–23; Galatians 3:13–14). 

With that accusation, it's no wonder the council can't hear Peter's call for 
repentance. God raised Jesus from the dead, and His death and resurrection 
provide the means by which they can repent of their sins and receive forgiveness 
from God. Before too long, some of the priests will repent and follow Jesus (Acts 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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6:7). Right now, they can't get over the audacious claim that the heretic they had 
crucified is sitting in a place of honor at God's side.

Acts 5:32, NIV: We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to those who obey him.'

What does Acts 5:32 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

A large part of Jesus' ministry was preparing the Twelve to be His witnesses. He 
told them they would witness before courts, governors, and kings who would 
persecute them (Matthew 10:16–18). He said they would be His witnesses to the 
"end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). The testimony they are to give witness to is that 
Jesus died and rose again after three days, and offers reconciliation with God, as 
the Old Testament said He would (Luke 24:45–48). 

Their witness—and ours, as believers—is not pursued alone. The Holy Spirit 
equips them with words to say (Matthew 10:19–20), showing them the truth 
about Jesus (John 16:13), and reminding them of what Jesus taught them (John 
14:26). He also bears witness of Jesus (John 15:26) and "He will convict the 
world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment" (John 16:8). The Holy 
Spirit still bears witness in the hearts of Jesus-followers, giving us confidence 
that we are saved (Romans 8:16). 

"Witness" comes from the Greek root word martys, which originally meant 
someone who explains what they have experienced; this was most often used in 
a legal or historical forum. Peter and John witnessed Jesus' transfiguration (2 
Peter 1:16–18). Hundreds saw Jesus after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3–
7). However, the connotation of martys changed throughout the years, very much 
due to the experiences of Jesus' earliest "witnesses." 

Today, we express this concept through the term "martyr." Inherent in the job 
description of a witness of Jesus is the possibility—sometimes probability—of 
dying rather than going back on the testimony. Although the Bible only records 
the death of John's brother James (Acts 12:1–2), church tradition says all the 
apostles except John died for their faith, as did Paul. At the time described in this 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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verse, they will just be beaten. But they will not be discouraged. They will rejoice, 
"that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name" (Acts 5:41).

Acts 5:33, NIV: When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them 
to death.

What does Acts 5:33 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The high priests have arrested the disciples for disobeying the order to stop 
teaching in Jesus' name (Acts 4:17–18; 5:17–18). As far as they and the other 
Sadducees are concerned, Jesus is dead and resurrection from the dead is 
impossible, no matter how popular the concept might be among the people. But 
the apostles also directly blame the Sanhedrin for Jesus' death. The Sanhedrin 
doesn't seem concerned that the apostles also accused a large group of people 
who probably weren't involved in the crucifixion, many of whom repented and 
started following Jesus (Acts 2:9–41). Nor do they seem to take into account that 
the apostles also accused a large crowd of people in the temple courtyard who 
similarly responded in repentance (Acts 3:13–15; 4:4). What the Sanhedrin 
knows is that, unlike those other groups, they are specifically, literally, and legally 
responsible for Jesus' death. 

These accusations and claims trouble the Sanhedrin. Still, they aren't what make 
the Jewish leaders enraged. Peter says, very clearly, that Jesus is the cause of 
the creation of the Jewish people and the Jewish Messiah, and God elevated 
Him to sit at His right hand. When Jesus made similar claims, the people tried to 
stone Him (John 8:48–59). When Stephen describes His vision of Jesus at God's 
right hand, a mob does stone him, to death (Acts 7:54–60). 

When the disciples, terrified of a violent storm, awakened Jesus who was asleep 
in the boat, Jesus asked them, "Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 
faith?" (Mark 4:40). He didn't say this because as His followers they will never 
face hardships. In fact, He promised they will (Matthew 10:16–23). But they know 
they will not face death until their work is done. For James, this time is coming 
soon (Acts 12:1–2). Still, they are willing to face physical harm and, eventually, 
death in the service of their Lord and Savior.

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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Acts 5:34, NIV: But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was 
honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men 
be put outside for a little while.

What does Acts 5:34 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council, is usually described as containing three 
different classes, from two different sects. The chief priests and elders were 
generally Sadducees. The scribes were Sadducees or Pharisees. 

Sadducees were already predisposed against the apostles, because followers of 
Christ teach that God raised Jesus from the dead. The Sadducees did not 
believe resurrection from the dead was possible: they held to the ancient 
equivalent of annihilationism. In their view, if and when God restores and blesses 
Israel, only those alive at the time will reap the rewards. Until then, Sadducees 
were happy to make the best life they could, accumulating influence and money 
in the present. 

The Pharisees, however, believed in the resurrection from the dead. Although 
Pharisees were a minority in the Sanhedrin, one of the most respected scribes in 
Israel of any sect was the Pharisee Gamaliel. In fact, one commentary on the 
Talmud says, "When Rabban Gamaliel the elder died, the glory of the law ceased 
and purity and abstinence died." When Paul gives his defense and wants to 
emphasize the depth of his Jewish knowledge, he mentions he studied under 
Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). 

Thus it is that Gamaliel can afford to be a little calmer and more objective about 
the situation, despite Peter's wild claims that Jesus is the Leader and Savior of 
the Jews and sits at God's right hand (Acts 5:31). Even so, extra-biblical writings 
affirm that Gamaliel believed Christians were apostates and should perish. He's 
not remotely friendly to Christians, but he is more measured in his approach.

Acts 5:35, NIV: Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: 'Men of Israel, consider 
carefully what you intend to do to these men.

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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What does Acts 5:35 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The Sanhedrin is questioning the apostles about why they are still teaching in 
Jesus' name after the priests ordered them not to. Peter responds that although 
they, the Jewish leaders, killed Jesus, God raised Him from the dead. He is the 
leader and Messiah of the Jewish people and is sitting at God's right hand. The 
Sanhedrin reacts in rage; they think such blasphemy deserves death (Acts 5:27–
33). 

The Pharisee scribe Gamaliel doesn't necessarily disagree, but he suggests 
restraint. The priests have already shown an ability to be cautious: they arrested 
the apostles "but not by force" for fear of the people (Acts 5:26). Since the 
apostles started their ministry on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), over five 
thousand people have responded to their message, repented, and been baptized 
(Acts 4:4; 5:14). Recently, the apostles have started healing, starting with a man 
born lame in the temple (Acts 3:1–8) and escalating to the sick and demon 
possessed from the towns around Jerusalem (Acts 5:12–16). Killing the apostles 
outright, no matter how blasphemous their words, would be a dangerous political 
move for those primarily interested in maintaining influence over the people. 

Gamaliel goes on to give an argument that touches on God's sovereignty and 
long-term will. He points out that these Jesus-followers are not the first men to 
gather a following. History proves that if men presume to speak for God of their 
own volition, God will take care of them. If God is with them, there's nothing the 
council can do to stop them. He points out, "You might even be found opposing 
God!" (Acts 5:39). The Sanhedrin take his advice to heart…to some extent. They 
still beat the apostles, but let them go (Acts 5:40).

Acts 5:36, NIV: Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, 
and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were 
dispersed, and it all came to nothing.

What does Acts 5:36 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Gamaliel, a most-respected scribe of the Pharisees, is trying to calm the 
Sanhedrin. Sadducees in the group are bent on killing Jesus' apostles. The 
Sadducees were perturbed when the apostles taught that Jesus rose from the 
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dead. Now, the apostles insist that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, that God raised 
Him, and that He is sitting at God's right hand (Acts 5:30–33). And, they say, it 
was the Sanhedrin who killed Him! 

Gamaliel points out that this isn't the first time some wayward Jew, "claiming to 
be somebody," gathered a following and then disappeared from history. His 
mention of Theudas, however, is puzzling at first. The only Theudas remembered 
by history was active in AD 45. Even if Jesus was crucified later than AD 33, and 
even if the apostles were active in Jerusalem for years, this trial still occurs 
before that Theudas came on the scene. Gamaliel says Theudas precedes Judas 
the Galilean who "rose up in the day of the census"—which was the time Jesus 
was born (Luke 2:1–2; Acts 5:37). Logically, this must be a different Theudas 
than the one Josephus the historian mentions. "Theudas" is Greek for "God-
given"; it's very possible the name is pseudonymous. 

The scribe's point is that the Sanhedrin doesn't have to risk political ruin. The fact 
that history has no memory of this other Theudas is somewhat the whole point 
Gamaliel is making. Like Theudas and Judas the Galilean, if God isn't behind a 
movement, He will dissolve it eventually. This line of thinking isn't perfectly 
consistent with God's intentions for the leaders He places over His people, but it 
serves the apostles well enough. Instead of executing the Twelve, the Sanhedrin 
beats them and lets them go (Acts 5:40).

Acts 5:37, NIV: After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census 
and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were 
scattered.

What does Acts 5:37 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

When Peter and John preached that Jesus of Nazareth had risen from the dead 
and proved their authority by performing miracles through His power and 
authority, the priests were perturbed. Most of the priests were Sadducees, a 
Jewish sect that didn't believe in the resurrection of the dead. They warned Peter 
and John to stop teaching about Jesus but had to let them go as they hadn't 
technically broken any laws (Acts 4:1–22). 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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Shortly after, the priests find all the apostles preaching about Jesus in the temple 
courtyard. When they question the men, Peter insists that this Jesus, whom the 
priests and other members of the Sanhedrin had killed, is the Jewish Messiah 
and now sits at God's right hand (Acts 5:30–32). What had been a matter of 
jealousy (Acts 5:17) is now a trial of blasphemy. 

Gamaliel is a highly-respected Pharisee who does believe in the resurrection of 
the dead, but doesn't like Jesus or His followers. He attempts to calm the 
apoplectic Sadducees. He mentions two previous troublemakers, Theudas (Acts 
5:36) and Judas the Galilean, as examples. His main point is that if God doesn't 
support a spiritual movement, God will defeat it. That's not necessarily true in the 
simplest sense—God has sometimes allowed false teaching and evil to persist 
before bringing judgment, as can be seen by the many world religions prevalent 
today and even false teaching within Christianity—but as a general rule of thumb, 
it works. Movements that are not of God, especially within Christianity, tend to die 
out relatively quickly. 

We don't know anything about the Theudas mentioned by Gamaliel, but there is 
historical information about Judas the Galilean. 

Gamaliel mentions that Judas gathered his following "in the days of the census." 
The only census of note is that of Quirinius at the time of Jesus' birth (Luke 2:1–
3). Josephus mentions that Judas was from the territory on the eastern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. While he may not have been from the district of Galilee, he 
was from the area around the Sea. Scholars also say that although he was killed 
and his people scattered, his followers regrouped. That remnant became the 
Zealots: fiercely anti-Roman and not opposed to violence. Although they are not 
especially active at the time Gamaliel speaks, in AD 66 Zealots will cause a 
rebellion that will result in the Roman army razing Jerusalem and burning the 
temple. 

So, Gamaliel is correct, albeit in a way he didn't intend. Theudas came to 
nothing. The followers of Judas the Galilean, however, will cause the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the temple (Hebrews 8:13). In a strangely parallel way, Jesus' 
message negates the importance of both the city and the architectural center of 
Judaism. Stephen's entire pre-martyrdom defense explains how God cannot be 
contained in the temple, and neither can His worship (Acts 7:44–50). Paul 
spreads Christianity throughout the Roman Empire, proving the worship of God 
isn't confined to a geographic location. The followers of Judas the Galilean 
inadvertently prove the point of the message of the followers of Jesus. As Jesus 
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told the Samaritan woman, God doesn't need a building. "True worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth" (John 4:23).

Acts 5:38, NIV: Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men 
alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.

What does Acts 5:38 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Gamaliel's words put a spiritual sheen on a very human issue. The priests aren't 
necessarily concerned about God's honor. They hate the apostles using a 
philosophy they don't believe—the resurrection from the dead—to support a 
person they hate—Jesus of Nazareth—to make them look guilty of murder—
which they are. If this continues, the priests and other Sadducees could lose the 
support of the people. If that happens, they could lose the support of the 
Romans. They could lose everything. 

As a Pharisee, Gamaliel presumably believes in the resurrection of the dead and 
doesn't particularly like the Roman Empire. He directs the conversation away 
from hysteria and toward God. He recalls examples of other men who rose up, 
gathered supporters, and disappeared to no permanent ill effect (Acts 5:36–37). 
If Jesus of Nazareth was just a man, the same will happen to Him and His 
followers. If He is the Messiah as His followers claim, no action by the Sanhedrin 
will stop them. 

Ironically, Jesus taught the same thing: "Every plant that my heavenly Father has 
not planted will be rooted up" (Matthew 15:13), although He was speaking of the 
Pharisees. In a very short time, the Sanhedrin will authorize persecution that will 
scatter the Jesus-followers from Jerusalem (Acts 8:1–3). The exiles will take the 
message of Jesus to the world. In AD 70, the remnants of one of Gamaliel's 
examples—the Zealots—will trigger the destruction of Jerusalem and the burning 
of the temple. The Jews will scatter and not return en masse until 1948. Ironically, 
they will do so with the help of Christians.

Acts 5:39, NIV: But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you 
will only find yourselves fighting against God.’

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
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What does Acts 5:39 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Gamaliel, a highly respected Pharisee, is explaining why the Sanhedrin shouldn't 
kill Jesus' twelve apostles. In the previous three verses, he points out what 
happens to religious/political movements that are not in God's will: once the 
leaders are gone, the movements disappear. He's not entirely accurate, but the 
most glaring error in his claim won't manifest for another thirty years or more. In 
AD 70, the remnant left after the defeat of Judas the Galilean (Acts 5:37) will 
spark a reprisal from Rome that obliterates the temple. The main point he makes, 
coarse as it is, is that false spiritual movements will eventually fail by the hand of 
God. 

In this verse, Gamaliel gives the positive corollary. It's unclear how he means this 
and how it is taken. Most men in the room would never admit—yet—that Jesus 
could be on God's side. But pretending it's a possibility gives them an excuse to 
save face. They don't have to demand the apostles' execution and risk losing the 
people's support. Instead, they can posture as if taking the high ground, letting 
God handle things (Acts 5:13). This is a slightly-more-polite version of their 
strategy with Jesus and Pilate (Matthew 27:15–23). 

Gamaliel's calmness and restraint are not universally shared. His student, Saul of 
Tarsus, will brutally persecute the Christians (Acts 8:1–3; 22:3). Before long, a 
mob of Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and Asia will debate with Stephen; 
they'll stone him when they find his conviction that God's worship cannot be 
confined to the temple blasphemous (Acts 6:8–7:60). We know Saul is at 
Stephen's murder, guarding the mob's cloaks (Acts 7:58). Since he is from Tarsus 
in Cilicia, he is possibly involved in the initial debates, as well. Saul goes on to 
persecute the early believers, chasing them out of Jerusalem (Acts 8:1–3) and 
beyond (Acts 9:1–2). Fortunately, Stephen is proved right; Jesus meets Saul not 
in the temple but on the road to Damascus, and Saul responds (Acts 9:1–22). 

Proverbs says, "Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of 
the LORD that will stand" (Proverbs 19:21). Gamaliel accurately applies this 
truism to the Sanhedrin's situation. He's only wrong about which side will be 
defeated by God.
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Acts 5:40, NIV: His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had 
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go.

What does Acts 5:40 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The Sanhedrin has several different reasons to hate that Jesus' following 
continues despite His death. Jesus spent His entire ministry defying the 
Pharisees (Mark 2:18–22, 24–28; 3:1–6; 8:11–13; 12:13–17), the scribes (Mark 
3:22–29; 7:1–23; 12:38–40), the priests (Mark 11:15–18, 27–33), and the 
Sadducees (Mark 12:18–27). He is recorded giving at least one long, scathing 
argument against the Pharisees and scribes (Matthew 23:1–36). 

The Pharisees and followers of Herod Antipas have been trying to destroy Jesus 
since shortly after His ministry began in Galilee (Mark 3:6). Eventually, they 
reached solidarity with the priests, scribes, and elders—the formal members of 
the Sanhedrin (Mark 12:12). The Sanhedrin manipulated the Roman government 
(John 19:12–13) and a hapless crowd (Mark 15:9–15) to see Jesus crucified. 
They know, however, Jesus' body is gone (Matthew 28:11–15). 

After Jesus' death, His followers stayed quiet. Suddenly, on the Day of 
Pentecost, they started speaking in different languages and preaching that Jesus 
is alive (Acts 2). The majority of the Sanhedrin were from the sect of the 
Sadducees and didn't believe resurrection was possible. For them, the idea that 
someone they worked so hard to kill has come back to life is unthinkable. 

When the priests heard Peter and John were teaching that Jesus had risen from 
the dead, they arrested them, but had no justification for anything beyond 
questioning. The two had just healed a man born lame and the Jewish rulers 
were, as always, afraid of a public backlash if they went too far (Acts 3:1–10; 
4:1–22; 5:26). During that interaction, they ordered Peter and John to stop 
preaching in Jesus' name. Now that all the apostles have disobeyed that order, 
the Sanhedrin can legally justify strong action.

Acts 5:41, NIV: The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV
http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV


Page  of 14 34 Sunday 4/16/2023

What does Acts 5:41 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The Sanhedrin has beaten the apostles for teaching that Jesus rose from the 
dead, that He is the Messiah, and that He sits at God's right hand (Acts 5:30–31, 
40). This backlash from unbelievers is what Jesus promised, starting with His 
Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you" (Matthew 5:11–12). 

Later, Jesus will be even more specific, saying, "Beware of men, for they will 
deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues" (Matthew 10:17). 

It's possible that a young man named Saul is present at this trial. Later, after he 
converts and changes his name to the Greek version, Paul, he will tell the 
Colossians, "Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the 
church" (Colossians 1:24). This isn't to say that anyone, even the apostles or 
Paul, needed to be beaten in order to be saved, or to save someone else. But 
the circumstances of their beatings served to spread the gospel farther. More 
directly, Stephen's death (Acts 7:54–60) and Saul's persecution of the church 
(Acts 8:1–3) scattered the Christians out of Jerusalem and into Judea and 
Samaria, as Jesus promised (Acts 1:8). 

For the present, the apostles are just grateful. Throughout Jesus' ministry, they 
responded with obliviousness (Mark 8:14–21), faithlessness (Mark 9:17–19), self-
centeredness (Mark 9:33–37), and fear (Mark 14:50). With the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:1–4), they are free to boldly reach others with Jesus' message of reconciliation 
to God. If the God-defying Sanhedrin beats them for their faith, they must be 
doing something right.

Acts 5:42, NIV: Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
Messiah.
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What does Acts 5:42 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

The apostles have met their first line of resistance and proved triumphant. The 
Sanhedrin, the council responsible for upholding the Mosaic law among the 
Jews, arrested, questioned, and beat them. The apostles do not react in shame, 
fear, or hate. They are grateful they stood firm and "were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name" (Acts 5:41). This small blip of persecution will not slow 
them down. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told the people that children of God love their 
enemies and pray for them (Matthew 5:44–45). Paul says those who show 
genuine love do so by blessing their persecutors (Romans 12:14). He goes on to 
say to live at peace with others, as far as it is possible, and if they cause harm let 
God take care of it (Romans 12:17–19). 

The apostles also exemplify Romans 12:20: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink." The members of the Sanhedrin, 
perhaps more than anyone else in Jerusalem, are hungry for God and thirsty for 
the truth. "Teaching" is from the Greek root word didaskō, which means to 
provide instruction. "Preaching" is from the Greek root word euangelizō. It means 
to teach about Jesus and His offer of salvation. The apostles do both within 
earshot of the men who arrested and beat them. In response, "a great many of 
the priests became obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). 

Christians today often over-think the persecutions they face—especially in the 
west, where full-blown persecution is rare—and fail to remember the love and 
prayer their enemies need. It is certainly within our rights to strive for churches, 
ministries, and individuals to enjoy freedoms enshrined in law. However, when 
we value those freedoms more than the lost hearts around us, we need to 
consider if we are really "worthy to suffer dishonor for the name" (Acts 5:41).

Psalm chapter 148 

New International Version

1 Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights 
above. 2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 3 Praise 
him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.
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4 Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies. 5 Let them 
praise the name of the LORD, for at his command they were created,
6 and he established them for ever and ever-- he issued a decree that will never 
pass away. 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all 
ocean depths, 8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his 
bidding, 9 you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 10 wild animals 
and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 11 kings of the earth and all 
nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,
12 young men and women, old men and children. 13 Let them praise the name 
of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and 
the heavens.
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his faithful 
servants, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD.

1 Peter chapter 1 

New International Version

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, exiles scattered throughout 
the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,
2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and 
sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire--may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.
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Context Summary
1 Peter 1:3–12 is one of the most loved passages in all of Scripture. It begins as 
a blessing to God, but also describes how incredibly He has blessed us in Christ. 
Because Jesus has risen from the dead, our hope is not a wish—it is as alive as 

He is. Our inheritance as God’s children is eternal, full of glory, and secured 
forever. Even in our suffering, we have every reason to rejoice. The mystery of 

God’s plan has been revealed to us in Christ. We are being saved!

1 Peter 1:3, NIV: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead,

What does 1 Peter 1:3 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Peter shows us an appropriate response to God's great mercy to us: praise. 
Specifically, he blesses God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is one 
being, in three persons. Peter's letter will reveal some of the distinctions between 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In this case, he praises the Father while 
acknowledging Christ as our Lord. 

Peter blesses God for His mercy. As we have seen already in verse 2, God has 
chosen us, sanctifies us, and gives us great purpose. All of this happens without 
our ever needing to earn any recognition from Him. This is "grace," which is when 
someone gives something positive the other person does not deserve. "Mercy" is 
when someone withholds a negative consequence another deserves. 

Instead of the punishment we deserve, God gave us something we could never 
have purchased or earned: He caused us to be born again. This is the very thing 
Jesus told Nicodemus must happen for anyone to see the kingdom of God (John 
3). Specifically, God caused us to be born again into a living hope, through the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

It's one thing to hope we will be saved, to yearn for life after death. Jesus proved 
that this hope is not a fantasy. He died, then showed Himself alive to many 
witnesses. Our faith is not a wish for a better world. The reason for our hope in 
an eternity with the Father is that our Lord is alive. Because He lives, those who 
believe in Him will also be resurrected. 
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Bless God for His great mercy!

1 Peter 1:4, NIV: and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you,

What does 1 Peter 1:4 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verse 3, Peter revealed that we are born again to a living hope. Now he 
continues, explaining that we are also born again to an inheritance. How can we 
have an inheritance? Because, in Christ, we have become heirs of God's endless 
fortunes. How can we possibly be heirs of God? Because, in Christ, we have 
become God's own children. Incredible! 

In Romans 8:15–16, Paul says that we "have received the Spirit of adoption," 
and that we cry, "Abba! Father!" "Abba" is a term of endearment, much like 
calling someone "Dad," or even "Daddy." It's a reflection of the warmth and 
closeness we can have with God. It's this spirit that makes us heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ Himself. 

The Christians Peter was writing to were experiencing heavy persecution for their 
faith in Christ. They were suffering. We all suffer. One of the ways that we suffer 
is that we have very little of value in this world. What we do have—what we earn 
or what our parents and grandparents may leave to us—can easily be lost or 
taken away. 

But as children of God, our inheritance can never be lost. It is ours now and ours 
forever. It is imperishable (can't die), undefiled (can't become corrupted or 
broken), and unfading (can never lose its value). Our forever inheritance of 
limitless worth is being kept—right this minute—in heaven for us.

1 Peter 1:5, NIV: who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming 
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time
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What does 1 Peter 1:5 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verses 3 and 4, Peter revealed that God has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope and a forever inheritance of limitless worth. Now he writes that the 
merciful God who gives us those great gifts is also actively guarding us, right in 
this moment. 

Guarding us from what, suffering? No, as Peter will soon say, we will suffer. God 
is guarding our inheritance, and He is guarding us from anything that might 
cause our inheritance—our eternal life with Him forever—to be lost. The Greek 
term used in this verse is phrouroumenous, a military term, also translated as 
"shielded," "kept," or "protected." 

We are being guarded by God's power. How powerful is God? How able is He? 
He is the God who created the universe. He is the God who raised Christ from 
the dead. He is the God of all. He is able. We are being guarded by God's power 
through faith. It's not our faith that is powerful. It is God. But it is a faith through 
which this relationship with God began and is maintained. We trusted Him to 
save, and we continue to trust that He will do everything necessary to keep us 
saved. 

By God's grace, through faith, we have been saved (Ephesians 2:8–9), from the 
eternal penalty of our sin. We are being saved from the power of sin, growing 
more and more like Jesus. And, in this verse, Peter writes that we will be saved, 
even from the presence of sin, in Heaven. That is, our salvation will be fully 
revealed at just the right time. Until then, God guards us so that nothing can take 
that away

1 Peter 1:6, NIV: In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

What does 1 Peter 1:6 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verses 3–5, Peter has just described the reality of our position as believers in 
Jesus Christ. God's mercy to us is great. In Christ, we have a living hope that we, 
too, will be resurrected from the dead just as He was. Waiting for us is an 
endless, glorious inheritance with our Father in heaven. And right this minute, we 
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ourselves are being shielded from losing that inheritance by God's limitless 
power. Through faith in Christ, we have been saved, are being saved, and will be 
saved! 

Here, Peter makes an assumption about our response to this reality. He says that 
we rejoice in this. Do we? It's important here to separate the word "rejoice" from 
the idea of feeling only positive emotions. To "rejoice," in this sense, does not 
necessarily mean to "be happy," as we understand the terms today. While 
rejoicing may include positive feelings, the New Testament often communicates 
that rejoicing is a choice about how we think about our lives (James 1:2; 
Philippians 4:4). 

In fact, Peter quickly acknowledges that his readers may be grieved or distressed 
by various trials in the present moment. He realizes they may be experiencing 
negative emotions because of their negative circumstances—and yet, he still 
assumes they are rejoicing in the reality of their eternal circumstances in Christ. 

We must conclude then, that this "rejoicing" is less about feelings and more 
about faith. It is less about maintaining some perfect emotional state and more 
about a declaration: "My life is worth rejoicing over because of what God is doing 
for me right now. I am provided for. My future is secure. Nothing can change that. 
I am rejoicing!”

1 Peter 1:7, NIV: These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith--
of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may result 
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

What does 1 Peter 1:7 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In verse 6, Peter has written that, as Christians, we rejoice. This is in response to 
God's great mercy, and our great hope of resurrection and being eternally 
provided for in heaven. In fact, we rejoice even while feeling grieved or 
distressed because of the trials we face in our present moment. 

Now he reveals that these trials which cause us grief have a point. They exist for 
a reason. For the Christian believer, suffering always serves a purpose (Romans 
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5:3–4; James 1:2–4). Peter describes the benefit of these trials, which distress us 
but don't prevent us from rejoicing: they test, purify, and prove our faith. When 
trials come, the believer makes a choice to continue to trust God, in and through 
the trial. God continues to provide. Our faith grows stronger. 

Peter compares and contrasts our faith with the classic standard for value: gold. 
Like gold, our faith is refined and purified by the heat of our trials. Unlike earthly 
gold, our faith will continue to be of great worth even in eternity. 

Finally, Peter says that our faith provides an opportunity to participate in giving 
and receiving praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. When 
Christ returns and all come to understand the truth, He will receive honor as the 
true Lord and King, and our faith in Him will be fully vindicated.

1 Peter 1:8, NIV: Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy,

What does 1 Peter 1:8 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Christianity—our faith in Christ, the Son of God—is not about a process or a 
system or a philosophy. It's not a way of looking at the world or improving 
ourselves as human beings. It's about a person. It's about trusting and loving a 
person. 

Peter had seen Jesus, and had been personally trained by Him. Peter knew and 
loved Christ as a man, and as God, based on three years of personal, face-to-
face experience. Peter saw Jesus alive after seeing Him dead. The vast majority 
of the believers reading Peter's words had never seen the Messiah with their own 
eyes. Peter seems to marvel at their believing and loving Christ without seeing 
Him. Maybe Peter was remembering what he heard Jesus say to Thomas, who 
believed in the resurrection only after personally seeing Jesus' wounds: "…
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed" (John 20:29). 

As in verse 6, Peter assumes that faith and love this concrete, this real, results in 
real rejoicing. Saving faith in Christ brings with it a joy which can't be expressed. 
Words can't contain it. It's a joy full of glory, reflecting our future with Christ in the 
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moment in front of us. Again we see that the choice to rejoice, even the middle of 
our trials, is an act of faith. It doesn't require soaring emotions, but it certainly can 
contribute to them. Joy flows from our growing confidence in the Christ we love.

1 Peter 1:9, NIV: for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.

What does 1 Peter 1:9 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Verse 9 completes the thought Peter began in verse 8. Peter's readers—like us 
today—had not seen Jesus with their eyes as Peter had. Still, they loved and 
believed in Him. And, as all Christians do, they rejoiced in their believing in Him. 
That faith, though, is not just a thing to have for its own sake. Faith in Christ has 
an outcome, a result. It's a faith that is leading to something. 

Peter writes that by that faith they are receiving or obtaining the salvation of their 
souls. They, we, are right now being saved. "Salvation," according to the Bible, 
comes in three ways. The first is "justification," which is the one-time salvation 
from an eternity in hell. The second is "sanctification," which is the ongoing 
process of salvation from the influence of sin in our lives. The third is the 
permanent and complete absence of sin we will experience in heaven. 

Notice that Peter phrases this particular mention of salvation in the present 
tense. Our faith in Christ is right now, in this moment, resulting in our salvation, 
both from the penalty and power of sin. Peter has also described our salvation as 
something that has already happened (1 Peter 1:3) and something that will 
eventually happen (1 Peter 1:5). 

It's clear that our souls need saving. It's also clear that God has promised that 
our salvation, by His grace through our faith in Christ, is done, is being done, and 
will be done. In Him, we can be completely confident in all aspects of that 
salvation.
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John chapter 20 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, 'Peace be with you!' 20 After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, 'Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.' 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, 'Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.'
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came.
25 So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he said to them, 
'Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.'
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, 'Peace be with you!' 27 Then he said to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe.'
28 Thomas said to him, 'My Lord and my God!'
29 Then Jesus told him, 'Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.'
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.

Context Summary
John 20:19–23 is the first time Jesus appears to His disciples after being raised 
from death. They are hiding behind a locked door in fear when Jesus appears to 
speak with them. Jesus shows physical evidence of His crucifixion, then gives 

the men a partial measure of the Holy Spirit. This validates the earlier testimony 
of Mary Magdalene. Thomas is the only disciple not present, and the next 

passage shows his resistance to believe what has happened.
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John 20:19, NIV: On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you!’

What does John 20:19 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

When Jesus was arrested, all the disciples ran away (Matthew 26:56). John and 
Peter followed the arresting mob at a distance (John 18:15), and John was at the 
foot of the cross when Jesus was executed (John 19:25–27). Other than that, 
Jesus' closest followers have apparently been in hiding since His capture. John 
again uses the term "the Jews" in reference to the religious leaders of Jerusalem 
and their loyal adherents. It would be reasonable for the disciples to assume that 
if Jesus' enemies could have Him killed, they might well be looking to get rid of 
His students, as well. 

That Jesus appears in a locked room means that His resurrected body is not 
blocked by physical barriers. John and Peter saw empty grave clothes in the 
tomb (John 20:6), but the stone was moved aside (John 20:1). That open tomb, it 
seems, was a sign for Jesus' followers, not a means for His escape. It allowed 
them to see what had happened but wasn't done "so that" Jesus could come out. 

Jesus' comment here echoes what He said during the Last Supper (John 14:27). 
It's also the sort of thing a person might say in polite greeting. There's a good 
chance it was also meant to reduce any sense of fear. When these men had 
seen Jesus walking on water, they were terrified (John 6:19). They were probably 
startled to see Him appear, alive and well, in a secured room. 

Not long before this moment, Mary Magdalene and other women had come to tell 
the disciples that they had seen Jesus alive (John 20:18; Luke 24:10–11) and 
were apparently ignored. One can only imagine the vindication she would have 
felt when learning that they, too, had encountered Him.

John 20:20, NIV: After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
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What does John 20:20 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

While hiding in a locked room, the disciples are suddenly in the presence of 
Jesus (John 20:19). The last time most of these men had seen Him, He was 
being arrested (Matthew 26:56). A few had witnessed His trials (John 18:15), and 
at least one was there when He was crucified and murdered (John 19:25–27). 
His burial location was known (Matthew 27:60–61). It's possible that, if Jesus had 
appeared without any scars of any kind, they might have had later doubts about 
His physical resurrection. 

Showing His crucifixion wounds reassures the men that this is the same Jesus, 
and the same body, which was executed on the cross. The same form that was in 
the grave is now alive. This meant His prophecies were fulfilled, exactly as He 
had said they would be (John 2:19–22; Mark 9:31; Luke 18:33). John's 
description of their response to this is probably greatly understated. 

Even amid these miracles, the disciples show a frustrating level of hard-
headedness. Mary Magdalene and other women had told them about seeing 
Jesus (John 20:16–18), but this did not stop them from hiding. Nor did it give 
them confidence (Luke 24:10–11). Only when they see Jesus with their own 
eyes, together, do they seem to accept the truth. In another instance of 
stubbornness, one of the disciples, Thomas, is not there. Despite the combined 
claims of the other disciples, and the women, he will refuse to accept that Jesus 
is alive until he personally sees and touches Him (John 20:24–25)

John 20:21, NIV: Again Jesus said, 'Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 
me, I am sending you.’

What does John 20:21 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

During Jesus' High Priestly Prayer, He mentioned that part of His mission was to 
send others out (John 17:18). Here, He begins a more formal version of that 
process. The apostles will be given a partial indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 
20:22) and told to continue teaching according to Jesus' example. In His earlier 
teaching, Jesus pointed out that His message was God's message (John 14:10) 
and those who believed Him believed God (John 12:48–50). The same will apply 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV


Page  of 26 34 Sunday 4/16/2023

to those who promote Christian truth via the gospel: accepting their message 
means accepting Jesus Christ, which means accepting God (John 13:20). 

Jesus makes a point of declaring "peace" to the apostles once again (John 
20:19). The Bible often records reassurance coming at the start of supernatural 
encounters (Luke 1:11–13; 2:9–10; Acts 10:3–4), likely due to the natural fear of 
seeing creatures like angels. In Jesus' case, this reassurance echoes the words 
He spoke during the Last Supper. There, He continually reminded the disciples 
that they would face hardship but could do so with confidence thanks to His 
spiritual presence (John 14:25–27).

John 20:22, NIV: And with that he breathed on them and said, 'Receive the Holy 
Spirit.

What does John 20:22 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

After Jesus' death and burial, His tomb was found open and empty (John 20:1–
2). Despite being told that Jesus had appeared alive (John 20:17–18), the 
disciples were still hiding in fear when Jesus suddenly appeared to them (John 
20:19). His first comments to them repeated the idea of His peace (John 20:21), 
echoing His earlier reassurance (John 14:25–27). Jesus had also noted that He 
was now sending them to continue His teaching, just as God the Father had sent 
Him (John 12:48–50; 13:20; 20:21). 

When God created man, He "breathed" a spirit into Adam (Genesis 2:7). The 
Greek term for "spirit" can also be used to refer to wind or breath. Jesus' action 
here evokes the original creation of humanity and fulfils part of His promise to 
send the Holy Spirit (John 15:26–27). This will be crucial to their mission, though 
the full indwelling of the Spirit will not happen until Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4). 

The primary role of the Holy Spirit is guidance (John 14:26). That especially 
involves matters of Jesus' teaching (John 16:13; Luke 12:12). That is one reason 
Jesus' references to the Spirit are often tied to the idea of "peace." This context is 
also extremely important for understanding Jesus' next remark, about the 
forgiveness of sins (John 20:23).
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John 20:23, NIV: If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.’

What does John 20:23 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

After being crucified and buried (John 19:30, 41–42), Jesus has appeared alive 
to His disciples (John 19:19–22). In this appearance, He has made multiple 
references to peace and breathed into them (Genesis 2:7) a partial indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit. When Jesus spoke to the disciples at the Last Supper, He closely 
connected the ideas of "peace" and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26–
27), whose primary influence is convicting and reminding believers of truth (John 
15:26; 16:13). 

It is this context which frames Jesus' remark about forgiveness: this declaration 
comes because these men are being reminded and guided by the Spirit of God. 
In no sense, at all, does Christ mean that forgiveness of sin is being determined 
by the disciples, or that they are choosing whether to absolve others of sin. The 
original Greek language uses more easily defined tenses, so it comes across 
more clearly, emphasizing that such sins "have already been forgiven" or "have 
already been retained." Guided by the truth of the Holy Spirit and in keeping with 
His truth, these men will be able to accurately declare whether others are abiding 
by those truths.

This follows in the same style as Jesus' previous instructions (Matthew 16:19; 
18:18). It also parallels the Old Testament symbolism of God telling a prophet 
they would "do" certain things, while at the same time making it clear that the 
prophet's role was only to announce such things as God was doing (Jeremiah 
9:1–10).

John 20:24, NIV: Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was 
not with the disciples when Jesus came.

What does John 20:24 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

When Jesus appeared in a locked room (John 20:19–23), the disciples would 
have been shocked. Prior to that, the last they knew of Jesus was that He'd been 
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brutally murdered and buried in a borrowed grave (John 19:30, 41–42). Of 
course, they knew His tomb was found to be empty. And women like Mary 
Magdalene had insisted they'd seen Jesus alive. For whatever reason, this didn't 
seem to convince them (John 20:17–18; Luke 24:10–11). It was not until Jesus 
appeared in person, directly before them, that they really believed He was risen. 

Thomas, it seems, was not there. He will continue the pattern of stubborn 
disbelief. In fact, his demand (John 20:25) for outrageous proof will go well 
beyond the skepticism of the other disciples. Refusing to accept even the 
eyewitness accounts of his closest friends will earn Thomas a mild rebuke from 
Jesus (John 20:27–29) and the unfortunate nickname of "Doubting Thomas.”

John 20:25, NIV: So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he 
said to them, 'Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’

What does John 20:25 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Modern believers often look back on the disciples in frustration, wondering how 
they could be so slow to understand. We have the benefit of two thousand years 
of hindsight, not to mention the completed New Testament. Much of what they 
confronted had never been considered, or at least not clarified, and they lived 
those experiences through moments of intense emotion and confusion. In that 
sense, we should have sympathy. There are reasons why concepts we can now 
see as obvious went over their heads. 

Even so, it's hard to justify Thomas' stubborn skepticism. The other disciples 
resisted believing that Jesus had been raised, despite having eyewitness 
accounts (John 20:17–18; Luke 24:10–11). They didn't believe until Jesus 
appeared in a locked room and showed Himself to them (John 20:19–23). 
Thomas not only rejects all this evidence, but he also demands the most 
absolute, personal proof possible. He wants more than adequate evidence, even 
more than visual proof. He insists on disbelieving until he can physically touch 
the wounds in Jesus' resurrected body. 

The parallel between Thomas and many modern "skeptics" is hard to miss. Jesus 
was, in fact, alive. There were reliable witnesses to this fact. Jesus had predicted 
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it would happen (John 2:19–22; Luke 18:33). He'd performed miracles to prove 
His words—including resurrecting someone from death when Thomas thought 
the trip was a suicide mission (John 11:16, 43–44). Thomas' resistance is not 
reasonable. He is not asking for evidence or logic. He is deliberately setting the 
bar so high that there's no good reason to think it will ever be met. 

Scripture embraces the idea of reasonable skepticism (Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1). It 
does not humor those who are merely looking for excuses not to believe. In 
Thomas' case, we're not sure what his motives are. He might be worried about 
multiplying his anguish over Jesus' death. He may be afraid of being taken 
advantage of. Whatever the explanation, Thomas' "doubt" is driven by a 
deliberate choice to disbelieve, not sincere caution. When he finally sees Jesus, 
this is exactly how Christ will describe Thomas' mindset (John 20:27).

John 20:26, NIV: A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, 'Peace be with you!’

What does John 20:26 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

After Jesus was crucified, both His empty tomb and resurrected Person were 
seen alive by several of His followers (John 20:1–18; Luke 24:10–11; 23–24). 
Most of the disciples resisted that truth until Jesus appeared, miraculously, inside 
a locked room (John 20:19–23). One of inner circle, Thomas, had not been there. 
He not only refused to believe what had happened, he made an exaggerated 
demand. Unless he could stick his fingers into Jesus' crucifixion wounds, he 
wouldn't believe (John 20:24–25). 

As He did in His prior appearance, Jesus again passes through a locked door 
and declares "peace" to the disciples. Most likely, this caused some of the same 
emotions as His last visit. 

This time, however, Jesus will confront Thomas and his overblown, exaggerated 
demand. Thomas demanded an absurd level of proof before he would believe—
now Jesus is graciously offering what Thomas said he wanted. Scripture does 
not explicitly say that Thomas touched Jesus in response to this, but it does 
indicate he responded to Christ's appearance with belief (John 20:27–28).
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John 20:27, NIV: Then he said to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’

What does John 20:27 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Many skeptics of religion, especially of Christianity, demand proof far beyond 
what's reasonable. Scripture approves of cautious skepticism (Acts 17:11; 1 John 
4:1; 2 Corinthians 13:5). It does not indulge those who are simply trying to 
excuse their choice not to believe. A common result of this is known as "moving 
the goal posts;" this expression means demanding a level of certainty, only to re-
define or re-locate those requirements after the original demand is met. In this 
way, no matter what happens, the person can continue to claim there is not 
enough evidence. 

In Thomas' case, Jesus had predicted His own resurrection (John 2:19–22). 
Thomas had seen Him bring people out of death (John 11:43–44). Eyewitnesses 
had seen Jesus, in person, alive after His crucifixion (John 20:17–18; Luke 
24:10–11; 23–24). Christ had even appeared in a locked room, speaking to 
Thomas' fellow disciples (John 20:19–24). Rather than accept the obvious, 
Thomas made what he likely thought was an absurd, impossible demand: to put 
his own fingers into Jesus' crucifixion wounds before believing in the resurrection 
(John 20:25). 

When Jesus reappears, again in a locked room, He challenges Thomas to make 
good on his claim. Jesus is now there, in the flesh, offering Thomas the 
opportunity to do what he said was needed to make him believe. Jesus' comment 
here indicates that Thomas' choice is exactly that: a decision not to accept what 
he ought to believe. This is a common theme among those who reject faith in 
Christ (John 5:39–40). Thomas has not been sincere, he has been obstinate. The 
question he is now faced with is whether he will continue to "move the goal 
posts," or admit the truth. 

Scripture does not say, explicitly, whether Thomas literally did this or not. The 
flow of John's account makes it seem he did not. Rather, he appears to 
immediately respond to Jesus' mere presence. Whether Thomas touched Jesus' 
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wounds, or not, his response is—finally—the correct one. He will accept the truth 
and acknowledge Jesus for who He is (John 20:28).

John 20:28, NIV: Thomas said to him, 'My Lord and my God!’

What does John 20:28 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Thomas had stubbornly refused to believe Jesus was resurrected, despite the 
eyewitness accounts of Jesus' closest followers (John 20:17–23). That resulted 
in an outrageous demand: to put his fingers into Jesus' wounds before accepting 
that He was alive (John 20:24–25). When Jesus appeared, again, He confronted 
Thomas with that challenge (John 20:26–27). As part of that, Jesus noted that 
Thomas was not merely failing to accept truth: he was actively dis-believing. 

Skepticism, to a point, is a good thing (Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1; 2 Corinthians 
13:5). What's not good is pretending to want evidence while demanding more 
evidence than is necessary—or even possible. When Thomas made his 
ultimatum, he probably assumed there could never be any scenario where that 
would even be possible. There's a parallel in modern "skepticism," which often 
sets exorbitant demands for God to "prove" Himself…while ignoring available 
evidence and having no intent of believing, anyway (John 5:39–40). 

Thomas may have touched Jesus' wounds before he believed, but the Bible does 
not explicitly say so. What seems more likely is that he responded to Jesus' 
appearance—and scolding—with this declaration of faith. Jesus won't refer to 
Thomas responding to touch, but only to what he has now seen. 

Incredible meaning is attached to what Thomas says here: he not only declares 
Jesus his Master, but he overtly refers to Jesus as "my God!" If Thomas is saying 
something wrong, this is an opportunity for Jesus to correct him. Other spiritual 
beings do exactly that when someone attempts to worship them (Revelation 
19:10; 22:8–9). Jesus does not dispute this title, because He is God (John 5:18; 
8:58; 10:30). His next remarks gently reprimand Thomas for insisting on 
excessive proof. He will point out that many people will not have the opportunity 
which the disciples were given (John 20:29)
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John 20:29, NIV: Then Jesus told him, 'Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’

What does John 20:29 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

Jesus' disciples were resistant to the idea that He had been resurrected. They 
had heard Him predict that event (John 2:19–22; Luke 18:33). They'd seem Him 
raise others from death (John 11:43–44). Eyewitnesses had seen Him alive 
(John 20:17–18; Luke 24:10–11; 23–24). Still, it wasn't until Jesus personally 
appeared to them that they accepted the truth (John 20:19–23). Thomas had 
been especially stubborn, but also came to believe once Jesus appeared to him 
(John 20:24–28). 

The comment Jesus makes here points out that most people will never have the 
experiences which these men enjoyed. As the disciples go out to preach the 
gospel, they will be speaking to people who will not see Jesus in person. They 
will preach to those without the benefit of direct, personal encounters with God. 
That should be humbling—these men will never have cause to think they're 
somehow better, or more spiritual, than those to whom they preach. Jesus does 
not mean that it is better to believe without hard proof (Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1; 
John 5:39–40). He simply notes that not everyone is blessed with the same level 
of evidence. 

The same humility ought to apply for believing persons today. Though some of 
God's truth is obvious (Romans 1:18–20; Psalm 19:1), modern advances have 
given us resources far beyond those of prior generations. Evidence, texts, 
arguments, and examples which scholars of the past never saw are available to 
almost every person today. Before we pat ourselves on the back for belief, or our 
response to the gospel, we should remember statements like this from Christ. 
Those alive today have truly "seen" things which add weight to the truths God 
wants us to understand (Hebrews 12:1–2). 

John's aside, in the next verses (John 20:30–31) follows from that same idea. 
That which God has given us ought to be enough (John 20:30–31) and was 
chosen for a reason (John 21:25).

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CNIV


Page  of 33 34 Sunday 4/16/2023

John 20:30, NIV: Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book.

What does John 20:30 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

In the prior passage, Jesus was mildly scolding Thomas and the other disciples 
for being resistant (John 20:29). They pushed back against believing Christ had 
been resurrected until they saw Him in person (John 20:19–23). They'd ignored 
eyewitness accounts and prophecy to do so (John 2:19–22; 20:17–18; Luke 
24:10–11; 23–24). They were especially blessed to have been given so much 
evidence, since those who came to faith in Christ after would not have access to 
those experiences. 

This verse alludes to those unmentioned details. John's gospel was written well 
after the other three, which is one reason he skips over certain details to add his 
own. Each writer has a purpose, and each passage is meant to convey certain 
ideas. John's choice of what to include, or exclude, is based on that purpose. 
Here, he notes there are many things of which he could have written but did not. 
Some of that is a matter of limited space (John 21:25). The rest is about 
maintaining the book's purpose. 

In the next verse, John will explicitly explain the ultimate purpose of his choices: 
to focus on Jesus as the Messiah, and God, so those who read will accept Him 
as Savior (John 20:31).

John 20:31, NIV: But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

What does John 20:31 mean? [⇑ See verse text ⇑] 

John's gospel was written long after the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
Since those writings were established, and their details known, John's writing 
diverges to show a different perspective. His choice of which details to include, 
and which to omit, is not an accident. Every writer has some purpose in mind, 
and John's purpose is stated here. He wants those who read these words to 
understand that Jesus is the Savior and the Son of God (John 20:30). 
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John has not included every single detail, nor could he (John 21:25). Even if he 
could, it wouldn't matter to those who refuse to accept belief (John 5:29–30). 
Rather, this book chooses certain points to complement those found in the other 
writings. When John writes his letters, now known as 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John, 
and his Revelation, the same theme will apply. The purpose of Scripture is to 
reveal these crucial truths (2 Timothy 3:16) so disciples can have an objective 
source of godly wisdom (1 Corinthians 4:6).


