
The Garden of Readin’       February, 2015 
 
Emanuel Lutheran Church   Director of Music Ministries: Cindy Richards 
2444 N. Broadway    Youth Ministries: Deann Over 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503   Children’s Ministries: Michaela Lewis 
(712)323-9665    Parish Assistant: Brenda Hennigs 
emanuellutherancbia@msn.com   www.facebook.com/emanuel.elca.cbia 
www.lutheransonline.com/emanuelcbia   

Happenings! 

New Bible Study Begins January 29th 
“More Than a Fish Tale” is a study of the Old Testament book of Jonah.  The book is part parable, part 

comedy, and part challenge to our tendency toward narrow localism.  Pastor Hennigs will offer this 

study on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in the upstairs conference room and will last about ten weeks.  Bring 

your Bible, your friends, your curiosity, and your sense of humor! 

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION FEBRUARY 15th from 4-6 See flyer in the newsletter for more details! 
First Communion Class offered in March 
Pastor Hennigs will offer first communion instruction for young people who have not yet begun to 

participate in Holy Communion.  The classes will be offered during the Intergenerational Sunday School 

time (9:45 a.m.) on March 8, 15, and 22.  The class is covered in three sessions, so participants should 

plan to attend all three Sundays.  The class will be capped off by the celebration of a simulated Seder 

Meal on Sunday, March 29.  That meal is a part of the class and will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Young people will then receive their first communions at our Maundy Thursday worship 

service on April 2 at 7 p.m. 

Any young person second grade and older is invited to attend and participate.  Parents are expected to 

attend with their children.  All members of the congregation are encouraged to attend these classes to 

review our communion beliefs and practices.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Hennigs at 

the church office, or on his cell number (402-416-2819) or by email at emanpas1@gmail.com. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Emanuel’s Annual Table Tennis tournament will be held on Saturday February 28 and March 1.  
The men’s singles will be begin on Saturday February 28 at 6:30 PM.  On Sunday March 1, men’s 
doubles, and women’s and youth singles will start at 12:30 PM.  Lunch will be provided at 12:00. 
Sign up will be available in the Fellowship Hall February 15. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New Members! 

We welcome new members Destinee Sturm, Jeremy Sturm, and 

Megan Hickey who were officially welcomed during worship on 

January 11th. Megan was baptized that morning as well!   Jeremy 

drives for FedEx and Destinee, who is an 8th grader, has been 

attending confirmation and is known for bringing friends to church! Be 

sure to introduce yourselves when you see them next!  Welcome!  

mailto:emanuellutherancbia@msn.com
http://www.lutheransonline.com/emanuelcbia
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Periodic Pastoral Ponderings 

(from a guy who likes alliteration a lot) 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Lent Begins on February 18th.  Yes, Lent is “early” this year! So here are upcoming dates for your spiritual 

growth and our community worship.   

 The season begins with Ash Wednesday on February 18th.  We will have communion worship with the 

imposition of ashes at noon and at 7 p.m. that day. 

 You can pick up your copy of our Lenten Devotion book.  The daily devotions have been written by 

members of Emanuel Lutheran Church.  The devotions are based on readings from the Daily Lectionary 

found in the ELW.  Paper copies will be available at no cost. 

 February 22nd will be the first Sunday in Lent.  That Sunday both services will be services of Healing and 

Wholeness, including individual prayers, laying on of hands and anointing for healing 

 Midweek worship services will begin on Wednesday, February 25th.  A light supper will be served at 6 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Worship will be offered at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Worship will feature 

Holden Evening Prayer.  The worship messages will focus on The Lord’s Prayer.  Those suppers and 

services will continue through March 25th. 

 Sunday worship services will continue on March 1st.  The Sunday messages in Lent will focus on Holy 

Communion. 

 Palm/Passion Sunday is March 29th with worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. (as usual). 

 Easter Sunday is April 5th with worship at 7 a.m. and 10 a.m.  Easter breakfast and activities will be held 

from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. that day. 

 There will be no midweek worship or confirmation on Wednesday, April 1st, to allow for rehearsals and 

worship walk-throughs. 

 Maundy Thursday worship will be offered on April 2nd at noon and 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The 7 p.m. 

service will include First Communion and Foot-washing. 

 Good Friday worship will be offered on April 3rd at noon and 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The 7 p.m. 

service will include the dramatic reading of “The Cry of the Whole Congregation” and pounding our 

nails into the cross.  If you would like to be a reader, please contact Pastor Hennigs. 

 The second Sunday of Easter, April 12th, will be “Holy Humor Sunday” at both services.  Bring your 

jokes and be ready to share in the Blessed Mirth of the season. 

I know this goes into the next month, but sometimes it’s nice to see the whole picture.  I am excited about all 

the possibilities for worship and education, for spiritual growth and better living.  I am honored to travel with 

you on this journey! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Lowell 

  



Our Church Family 
 

 

In Our Prayers… 
 

Ray Kanger Daphne Miller  Glen Fahrenkrug 

Joyce Miller Lucille Weatherill  Leona Carlson 

Elizabeth Britton Jay Edson 

 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

February 1 Aaron Madsen 

February 2 Christina 

Matuszeski 

February 3 Melvin Bird 

February 6 Rita Epperson 

  Bethany Spilde 

February 7 Mike Todd 

  Phyllis Fowler 

February 8 Angel McGee 

February 9 Jane Meyer 

February 10 Julie Holland 

 

February 11 Logan Wilson 

Amber Donovan  

February 13 Ernie Techau 

  Carla Hipnar 

February 17 Dennis Beckman 

  Joshua Hubbard 

  Sandy Smith 

February 19 Jay Parker 

  Taylor Edson 

February 20 Esther Bender 

February 21 Sarah Dean 

 LaWayne Andersen 

 Amy Steensland 

February 22 Donna Murray 

  Ashley Hipnar 

February 23 Terry Burns 

February 24 Megan Sorensen 

  Shawn Gallagher 

February 27 Donna Nelson 

  Brett Epperson 

  Jane Anderson 

February 28 Crystal Reedy 

 

Anniversaries… 
 

February 5 Sid & Judy Dillon 

February 19 Brad & Penny Dahlke 

February 28 Matt & Connie Solon 

 

If we’ve missed a birthday or 

anniversary please let the church office 

know! 
 

   



 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

 Recently Emanuel has set up a Securities 
Brokerage Account with TD Ameritrade to receive 
appreciated securities that members want to give 
to Emanuel. If you would like to give securities to 
Emanuel, please contact Oscar Over (712-322-
5075) or Brenda at the church (712-323-9665) 
 Also, some may not know you can have 
your pledge automatically withdrawn from your 
bank account through a program called Simply 
Giving through Thrivent. If that appeals to you, 
please contact Richard Reed (712-366-4853) or 
Brenda at the church. 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC NEWS 
You may have noticed that the new sound system 

is here! There are many more speakers, much 

crisper and robust sounds as well as smaller 

cabinet with much better control. This system also 

has automatic adjustments of on/off as well as 

adapting to the volume of speakers using the mics!  

 

BELL CHOIR OF EMANUEL 

Cindy Richards and Elaine Sasso lead our 

Bell Choir! All youth ages 7 and older are 

invited to participate. Adults are also 

welcome to participate!  The Bell Choir will meet 

Sunday mornings at 10:30 am in the lower level 

Sunday School rooms. The bell choir will share 

during worship sometime in February. Come and 

be part of the fun!  

 
Children’s Music! 

Cindy Richards will continue 
lead our young people in 

rehearsal and singing the first 
Sunday in Feb, Mar, Apr and 

May.  She will spend time with 
them rehearsing during the Sunday 

School hour.  Then the young people will 
sing on that Sunday as part of our 11:00 worship 
services.  
 

It’s hard to believe that the annual Garage & Bake 

Sale has been going strong now for 5 years. It has 

grown every year and has become a highly 

anticipated community event that we want to 

continue building. Over that time we have brought 

in thousands of dollars that has benefitted this 

church in many different ways, very little of which 

has been utilized by worship & music. What started 

out as a Worship & Music fundraising event has 

become more of an entire church event. 

 

The Worship & Music committee feels this is no 

longer an event that falls under this committee’s 

umbrella and should have its own dedicated 

planning group that can focus on its continued 

growth and success. This planning group will work 

together on planning, organizing, 

promotion/advertising and distribution of funds 

raised. Committees will able to submit requests to 

this group for money needed not in their budget 

which will then be approved by this group for 

distribution.  

We hope you will consider being part of this 

important group as we continue to grow the ELC 

annual Garage & Bake Sale. We need new ideas 

and continued enthusiasm to keep this event going. 

Please contact Mike Hipnar if interested. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Once again it is Mardi Gras time. If you are 

interested in donating a basket and or/ item for the 

silent auction the funds will be used for youth camp 

scholarships. Please have a brief description of 

your item and approximate value. Emanuel will 

provide a donation receipt for your item. Please 

contact Angel McGee at 402-706-4952 for details. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION NEWS 
The Thursday morning adult study will begin a new 

topic on January 29th.  The focus will be on the Old 

Testament book of Jonah.  The title of the study will 

be “More than a Fish Story!”  Bring your Bible, your 

sense of humor and your curiosity.  All are 

welcome! 

Sunday Evening women’s book study will continue 

to Meet and have just gotten started reading Brene 

Brown’s “Daring Greatly: Check out her Ted Talk 

on vulnerability and join us Sunday evenings at 

6:30pm for lively conversation, good laughs and 

lots of learning!  

The men’s study will continue to meet as well and 

have been digging into a book titles “Simply Jesus” 

written by N. T. Wright.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WIDER MINISTRY NEWS 

Wider Ministries is continuing the winter coat drive. 

Adult and children's coats are needed in many 

places. We have taken coats to Phoenix House, 

Mohm's Place, Care and Share, and Lutheran 

Family Services. Coats can be left in the box in the 

entryway and we will see that they go where they 

are needed. The hats and mittens were taken to 

Care and Share and Kanesville Therapy. If you 

have any hats and mittens you still want to donate, 

they can be placed in the box with the coats. There 

are many people in need of these things. 

We are also recycling gently used gift bags. We will 

use some of them for our Christmas bags for 

Lutheran Family Services this year and we will take 

others to Bethany to be used in their gift shop. If 

you know of other places they are needed, please 

let someone on our committee know. 

Judi Malloy 
 

125th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE NEWS 

Remember when . . .  

1952 – Council Minutes – “One Sunday church was 
closed because of the threatening flood and 
services were held at the Over residence.” 
 

Ester Ruth Over Pearson remembers . . . 
In April 1952 the wild Missouri River flood forced 

evacuation of 30,000 CB residents. This included 

Emanuel Lutheran and Pastor Ernie Holm & 

family. The river level reached 30 feet. Thousands 

of residents worked 24 hours a day to fill sandbags 

and build main & secondary levies. At one point 

they were filling 15000 bags an hour. The Holm 

family and Emanuel Church service moved to the 

Oliver & Bertha Over residence on Frank St.  Ester 

Ruth recalls that, no only the Holm family, but 

others slept at the Over home in between shifts on 

the levies. A number of families stored household 

goods in the garage, shed or wherever possible. On 

Sunday Emanuel had its worship service in the 

Over living room. There was much thanksgiving 

when the raging river was contained by the levies; 

there were no fatalities and the people could return 

to their homes and church at 7th and Mill!  

Thank you Ester Ruth for sharing your memories, it 

must have been quite exciting to have church services 

held in your home. 

If you have remembrances you would like to share please 

contact a committee member or Connie Solon 

(siscss@aol.com) or Brenda in the office.  

 

WELCA NEWS 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR to all the women of all ages 
who belong to a church in the Tabitha or Hannah 
Cluster!  Our Saviors Lutheran in Council Bluffs 
invites you to celebrate Bold Women of Faith Day 
with us on Sunday, February 22, 2015.  This is a 
time for us to get to know one another and have fun 
sharing our faith.   This year we are going to 
participate in a game show scenario while 
munching theatre popcorn!    Then we will be 
entertained by Joy Johnson, a nationally known 
author and creator of two non-profit 
organizations.  She has written 6 novels about the 
Burned Out Old Broads at Table 12.  Be prepared 
to laugh out loud as she talks about these BOOB 
girls solving mysteries.  And it is definitely “G” 
rated!   
Check her out at   www.theboobgirls.com. Mark 
your calendars – Sunday, February 22, 2 pm, Our 
Saviors Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 600 Bluff Street, 
Council Bluff 
 

Upcoming Dates for WELCA: 

 February 22, 2015:  Bold Women event at 

Our Saviors Lutheran in Council Bluffs IA 

 May 29-30, 2015:  Western Iowa Synod 

Convention in Spencer IA 

 June 19-20, 2015:  Tri-Synod Women’s 

Convention in Fort Dodge IA 

 July 2017:  10th Triennial gathering of the 

ELCA in Minneapolis MN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.theboobgirls.com/


 

Bethany Lutheran Home News 

The Bethany Lutheran Home Annual Meeting has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, February 1, 2015 at 
2:00 p.m. All Sponsoring Congregation Delegates 
are encouraged to attend. Visitors are also 
welcome. The meeting will include department 
reports, financial report and election of Board 
Members for 2015. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Teresa Koch at Bethany 
Lutheran Home 712-328-9500.  
The Quarterly meeting of the Bethany Auxiliary has 
been rescheduled for Monday, February 2, 2015 
at 2:00 p.m. The meeting will include the 
installation of officers as well as discussion of 
upcoming projects. For more information, please 
contact your church key lady or Diane Carlon at 
712-329-5451.  
Bethany Lutheran Home 40th Anniversary -As 
we celebrate our 40th anniversary, we would like to 
share with you a bit each month about the various 
departments and programs at Bethany Lutheran 
Home. Many of these programs would not be 
possible without the support and involvement of 
you and our sponsoring congregations.  
Activities are an important part of the daily life of 
individuals living at Bethany. Our Activities 
Department schedules activities, programs, crafts 
and games each month to enhance the physical, 
mental, social and emotional well-being of the 
individuals at Bethany. A monthly calendar is 
provided to each resident listing the activities and 
locations for the month. Additionally, Activities Staff 
visit with each resident on an on-going basis as to 
their likes or interests, etc.  Morning exercises, arts 
and crafts, card games, Wii games, sing-alongs, 
outings to various places in the area, musical 
programs, cooking corner, socials and movies 
provide for a busy time each month. Additional 
favorites are Bingo and monthly Birthday parties 
sponsored by our sponsoring churches and the 
Halloween Trick or Treat and the Christmas Store 
items provided by our sponsoring congregations. 
Volunteers also play an important role. Individuals 
and groups are always welcome to volunteer. 
Bethany Lutheran Home can best be described as 
“Not Your Typical Nursing Home”. Bethany 
continues to provide residents with a “home-like” 
environment rather than an institutional setting.  
Individuals reside in a Christian environment and 
receive quality and compassionate care from 
dedicated staff.  For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact the Activities Department 
at Bethany Lutheran Home at 712-328-9500. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Parent 
Leadership Month 
February is National 
Parent Leadership 
Month. Through your 

support, LSI is able to partner with thousands of 
parents each year who want to be parent leaders 
and make positive changes in their families. Some 
parents come to us through our early childhood 
services and want a little extra support in raising an 
infant or toddler. Other parents come seeking help 
for an older child who is in trouble and turn to our 
therapy services, behavioral health intervention 
services or our many community programs for help. 
And some parents become part of our programs 
through involvement with the Department of Human 
Services, and we work to help them resolve issues 
in their home and to ensure the home is a safe 
place for a child. Your support of LSI as your social 
ministry helps prevent child abuse and neglect and 
helps strengthen families all across the state. 
Thank you for making this work possible! 

LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry 

organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). Learn more at www.LSIowa.org 

and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who sent cards and those who 
had words of condolences and support after 
the death of our mother. She always enjoyed 
the warm welcome when visiting Emanuel and 
especially remembered sledding down the 
parsonage yard and attending the church pig 
roasts and picnics many years ago.  
Rick Stone and Jane Anderson.  

****************************************** 

To our church family. Thanks for all the support 
when Brad,s mom passed. 
Brad and Penny Dahlke 

****************************************** 

With Special Thanks 
Pastor Lowell and Brenda want to thank all of you 
for the beautiful cards, the special gift of a stay in 
Kansas City, the gifts, the treats, the good wishes 
and the kind words they received during the 
Christmas holidays.  They are honored to be part of 
this church family and feel deeply loved and 
valued. 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE 

(if unable to serve as scheduled, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office of the change) 

February Ushers Ruth Sullivan & Chris Reed Oscar & Deann Over 

February 1 8:30 a.m. Communion 11:00 a.m. Communion 

Acolyte Lauren Hansen Alaire Carrier 

Lector Rick Stone Darlene Jeppesen 

Children’s Sermon John Husmann NONE 

Communion Assistant OPEN OPEN 

Communion Set-Up Jim & LaWayne Andersen Carol Fahrenkrug 

February 8 8:30 a.m. Communion 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte Shae Nickels Tyler Steensland 

Lector Alan Ellis John Husmann 

Children’s Sermon Brenda Hennigs Linda Steensland 

Communion Assistant OPEN OPEN 

Communion Set-Up Carol Fahrenkrug Schademann Family 

February 15 8:30 a.m. Communion 11:00 a.m. Communion 

Acolyte Kobie Ferguson Andrew Hubbard 

Lector Angel McGee Mike Winter 

Children’s Sermon Elaine Sasso Sandy Smith 

Communion Assistant OPEN OPEN 

Communion Set-Up Jane Meyer Brenda Hennigs 

February 22 8:30 a.m. Communion 11:00 a.m. Communion 

Acolyte Kylie Hansen Tyler Steensland 

Lector Rosie Spangenberg Greg Steensland 

Children’s Sermon NONE NONE 

Communion Assistant OPEN OPEN 

Communion Set-Up CharLes Kemmish Connie Eyeberg & Carol 

Fahrenkrug 

 

February Flowers  February Coffee Hour 

February 1    February 1 Rick & Jan Stone 

February 8  Angel McGee February 8 OPEN 

February 15   February 15 OPEN 

February 22   February 22 OPEN 
 

*The flower chart for 2015 is hanging on the bulletin board at the usher station. 

*The coffee hour chart is by the window in the kitchen. 
. 

January ATTENDANCE & GIVING 

 January 4  60 $4104 

 January 11 107 $1796 

 January 18 106 $1908 

 January 25 83 $3402 

 
   



February 2015 – Emanuel Lutheran Church 
     SUNDAY                       MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY      THURSDAY FRIDAY      SAT. 

1 Scout Sunday 

8:30am Worship & Holy Comm 

9:30 Fellowship & Coffee Hr 

9:45Adult Study, Children’s music 

10:30 Bell practice 

11:00 am Worship & Holy Comm 

6:30 pm Men & Women Book study 

2 

11:00 am Tai 

Chi 

7:00 Transition 

Team 

3 

 
4 

9:30 am Mission Action 

6:30 pm Confirm. Class 

7:00 pm Band practice 

 

5 

9:30 am Adult 

Study 

11:00 am Tai Chi 

1:00 pm Game Day 

5:30 pm 

Anniversary 

Committee Mtg. 

6 

Office 

Closed 

 

7 

8 

8:30am Worship & Holy Comm 

9:30 Fellowship & Coffee Hr 

9:45 am Family Style Sunday School 

9:45 am Adult Study 

10:30 Bell practice  

11:00 am Worship & Holy Comm 

3:30pm to 6:00 pm – WIS Rivers of Grace 

cluster meeting 

9 

Cookie Crumbs 

11:00 am Tai 

Chi 

7:00 pm 

Worship & 

Music Mtg 

10 

Cookie Crumbs 

8:30 am 

ROMEOs 

7 pm Council 

Meeting  

 

11 

9:30 am Mission Action 

11:30 am Adult 

Fellowship at Pizza 

Ranch  

6:30 pm Conf. Class 

7:00 pm Band Practice 

12 

9:30 am Adult 

Study 

11:00 am Tai Chi 

7:00 pm Choir 

6:30 pm N 

Broadway Nghbrhd 

Assctn 

7:00 pm Choir 

13  

Office 

Closed 

 

14 

Western 

Iowa 

Synod 

Leadership 

Academy  

15 

8:30am Worship & Holy Comm 

9:30 Fellowship & Coffee Hr 

9:45 am Family Sunday Schl  

9:45 am Adult Study 

11:00 am Worship & Holy Comm 

10:30 Bell practice  

4:00 to 6:00 pm Mardi Gras Celebration! 

16 

11:00am Tai Chi 

7:00 pm MS 

Support Group 

 

17 

7 pm Children 

& Youth Min. 

Mtg 

18 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

9:30 am Mission Action  

12:00pm Worship 

7:00 pm Worship 

w/Communion & Ashes 

 

19 

9:30 am Adult 

Study 

7:00 pm Choir 

20 

Office 

Closed 

9:30 am 

Blessings 

& Brunch 

21 

22 Healing Services 

8:30am Worship & Holy Comm 

9:30 Fellowship & Coffee Hr 

9:45 Adult Study, Family style Sunday School 

10:30 Bell practice 

11:00 am Worship & Holy Comm 

6:30 pm Men & Women Book study 

JOYFUL NOISE collection at both services! 

23 

11 am 

Communion at 

Midlands 

24 25 

9:30 am Mission Action  

6:00 pm Soup Supper 

7:00 Worship  

26 

9:30 am Adult 

Study 

11:00 am Tai Chi 

7:00 pm Choir 

27 

Office 

Closed 

28 

6:30 pm 

Table 

Tennis 

Tourney 



 

 
 
 

 
 

By Michaela Lewis 
 
We had our first Family Game Night on New Year’s Eve. We had nearly 50 people come join in the 
fun and bring goodies to eat! We had a great time playing games and had some of the kids break out 
into a choir of “Let It Go” as they 
watched Frozen between games. Yes, 
it was awesome! 
 
 
Thank you to Brenda Hennigs for 
leading a craft activity during Sunday 
school time during the Art Festival on 
January 18th. Everyone made a 
baptism mat. It was a section of carpet 
and we decorated the back with 
symbols to remind us of our baptism. 
Thank you to Alan Ellis for the carpet 
sections! The instructions were to put it 
by your bed in the morning and when 
you step on it, remind yourself that you 
are a Child of God. What a great way 
to start the day! 
 
 
Thank you to Cindy Richards who is continuing to work with the kids the first Sunday of the month. 
Children attending the second service will share their music at the worship service. Thank you to 
Pastor Lowell for also working with the Sunday School class once a month. Remember, everyone is 
welcome! 
 

  
We Need Your Photos! 

Supplies are by the bulletin board in the 
hallway to help you share baptism photos! This 

is for everyone, young or old, whether you 
have attended Sunday School or not! 

 
 
 

Wishlist 

 Candy and trinkets for Easter Eggs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Songs and Online Games! 

http://www.faithink.com/
finklink/about.asp  

Use the code GN05 for 
February’s lesson, 

Fishing for People. 

http://www.faithink.com/finklink/about.asp
http://www.faithink.com/finklink/about.asp


You’re Invited to a  

 

 

Celebration !!! 

 

Sunday, February 15 

4:00 – 6:00 PM 

Emanuel’s Fellowship Hall* 

Featuring: 

 Live Music from Emanuel’s Da Band 

 A “Taste of New Orleans” Food 

o  (No Cost Freewill Offering) 

 Silent Auction 

 Craft Activities for Children  

 Fun and Fellowship 

 

Proceeds to Emanuel’s Church Camp Scholarships 

ALL are welcome! Bring a friend and neighbor! 

*Emanuel Lutheran Church, 2444 North Broadway, Council Bluffs 

Please call the church office:  712 323-9665 for reservations 



EMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Notes   - Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

Pastor’s Report (summary): 

 Thursday morning adult study is reading and discussing An Altar in the World, will wrap up and start Biblical 
book of Jonah, end of January.  

 Adult Sunday morning study has conversations around “Manna and Mercy”,  

 Continue to offer a communion service each month at Midlands Living Center.  None in December because of 
health concerns.  Bethany has hired a part-time chaplain. 

 Baptized Maxima O. Spangenberg on Jan. 4 and Megan Hickey on Jan. 11. 

 Transfer of membership was Jeremy & Destinee Sturm.  Council approved. 

 The Transition team will present a report in Annual Report and at the Annual Meeting. 

 Confirmation instruction continues to go well, moved location to help with learning environment.  They are 
starting to work on The Apostles’ Creed and meanings from Luther’s Small Catechism.  

 Christmas Eve worship attendance exceeded 180.  Thanks to the many volunteers. 

 First New Year’s Even family fun night was a tremendous success with fifty people in attendance. 

 Made a presentation at the Western Iowa Synod first-call pastors’ retreat.  Will also be presenting at the Synod’s 
Leadership event in February. 

 Will be submitting a worship schedule and seating in the Annual Report.  Will also share at the Annual meeting.   
Committee Reports: 

Stewardship / Finance – as of December 2014, in the black.  Struggling with budget based on income.  Final budget will 

be ready for council approval on Sun. Jan. 18. 

Youth / Children Ministry – plans for Sunday School & VBS continues.  Lansky’s is no longer participating.  Committee 

looking at other ways to have 3rd Sunday fellowship.  Confirmation 1,000 lbs food challenge update:  $69 in November 

and $105 in cash donations at coffee hour 12/14.  At the recommendation of Transition Committee, they will expand 

Easter morning breakfast and include an Easter egg hunt as community outreach.   

Property – The donated electric dryer would not work, they purchased a gas dryer and it has been installed.  They are 

working on the unity candle wax removal from wall. 

Wider Ministry – They have purchased 12 children coats. 

Fellowship & Support – Table Tennis Tournament will be March 7 & 8. 

Worship & Music – The installation of new sound equipment will start on Jan. 19 

Old Business: 

 Transition Team Update – Will be meeting again on Sat. Jan. 17 

 125th Anniversary Committee Update – Meeting February 5 @ 5:30 pm. 

 Audio System Update – they are going to look at options of hanging projectors from ceiling.   

 2015/16 Church Council Members-  Chair, Greg Steensland gave an update.  He will get final list to Kevin 
Epperson on Sun. Jan. 18 as he will not be at meeting. 

 Bank Bag Procedure / Drop Safe – Table for further discussion at February meeting.  Property committee has 
been asked to give council options for location. 

 Christmas Trees should be moved off the ground. 
New Business: 

 2015 Church Budget – Special council meeting will be held on Sun. Jan. 18 to review and approve. 

 Church Lighting in Sanctuary is being reviewed with Echo Lighting.  Possible rebate through Mid America Energy 
when switching to LED.  If you have company proposal or suggestions, give to Kevin Epperson. 

Next meeting will be set by new council members after the Annual Meeting. 

Debbie Ferguson, Council Secretary 
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Mission Statement:  Forgiven by Grace, Serving by Faith 

 

Vision Statement:  To Grow in Faith, Love, and Spirit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game Day  

Thursday, February 5
th

 at 1:00pm 

in Fellowship Hall  

 

Romeo’s (Retired Old Men Eating Out)  

Tuesday February 10
th

 @ 8:30a.m. 

at Village Inn East  
 

Adult Fellowship 
Wednesday, February 11

th
 at 11:30 

a.m. at Pizza Ranch 
 

Women of Emanuel Blessings & Brunch  
Friday February 20

th
 at 9:30am 

 

Mission Action Committee (Quilters)  

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

in Fellowship Hall  

 

 

              SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 

 

 

*FEBRUARY 15
th

–Emanuel’s Mardi Gras Celebration!  

 

* Communion Class! March 8, 15, and 22. 

  The class is covered in three sessions, so participants should 

plan to attend all three Sundays.  The class will be capped off 

by the celebration of a simulated Seder Meal on Sunday, 

March 29.  That meal is a part of the class and will be held at 

5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Young people will then 

receive their first communions at our Maundy Thursday 

worship service on April 2 at 7 p.m. 



Ramblings from the back corner…. 

 

 

Mardi Gras at Emanuel is quickly approaching.  After last year’s successful celebration, we are really 

looking forward to this year’s festivities.  Mardi Gras music is a combination of gospel, jazz, and 

Dixieland.  Once again this year Da Band will be playing their renditions of jazz favorites, along with 

some good old gospel swing.  New additions may appear from the Occasional Quartet as well. So be 

sure to come enjoy the music of Mardi Gras. 

Gospel music is a style that originated in the last 1800s at revival meetings.  The melody was the 

same for each stanza, had a strong harmony and was in a major key.  The texts were often first 

person, concerning the Christian life and looking forward to life in heaven.   Black protestant singers 

in the 20th century added stylistic embellishments such as humming, shouting, adding many notes for 

one word, tricky syncopations, and adding blues notes just to name a few.  They also added clapping, 

dancing and stomping.  

Interesting?  You bet!  Be at Emanuel’s Mardi Gras for gospel and more! 

 

 

 

A Note from the Parish Assistant… 

Hello Friends in Christ! 

What a great start to the New Year we have had! A new sound system and a successful annual 
meeting with an amazing lunch served by our youth who will attend the ELCA Youth Gathering this 
summer. Book studies on Thursday morning and Sunday evenings have moved on to another book 
(it’s never too late to join in! ) and we’ve got bells, and Family Style Sunday school, I could go on and 
on… it seems as if the buzz of activity never dies down here! 

I love being involved with you all here at Emanuel! I do have a request of you all – On Sunday 
mornings, or sometimes Wednesday evenings, I am often asked to put something in the 
announcements or newsletter via a verbal request. I do try to remember each of those requests but 
alas, I don’t have the memory I once had! So please help me out by sending your requests via email 
when you make them. This will help make sure your request is attended to. Thanks friends!  

In Christ, 

Brenda Hennigs 
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