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Mission 
Statement: 

Forgiven 
by Grace, 
Serving by 

Faith 

 
Vision 

Statement: 

To Grow in 
Faith, Love, 
and Spirit  

Happenings! 
Sunday, December 4ðChristmas Program Practice 

Wednesday, December 7ðDress Rehearsal for Christmas Program 

Friday, December 9ðFood Pantry Volunteers meet at Our Saviorôs Lutheran  

Sunday, December 11ðChristmas Program at Worship, Large Group        
confirmation. 

Wednesday, December 14ðBingo at Bethany Lutheran 

Saturday, December 17ðFamily Movie Night ñA Muppet Christmas Carolò 

Wednesday, December 21ðBlue Christmas Service 

Saturday, December 24ðChristmas Eve Services at 4:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25ðChristmas Day! Come celebrate at worship 

Saturday, December 31ðFamily Fun Night, potluck & games 

Our 2016 ConfirmandsðFront Row: Carly Sorensen, Jessica Hipnar, Taryn McSorely, 
Pastor Lowell. Second RowðAlaire Carrier, Tristan Steensland, Kobie Ferguson and 
Clare Plummer. 
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Periodic Pastoral Ponderings 
(From a guy who likes alliteration a lot) 

BY PASTOR LOWELL HENNIGS 

ñLook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him óEmmanuelô,  
which means, óGod is with us.ôò  

Matthew 1:23 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 
Christmas is the season to remember our congregationôs nameðñEmanuel.ò* The name means ñGod with 
us.ò It is more than a name. It is a promise. 
 
It is the promise of the Incarnation. In John one, verse fourteen we hear these words: ñAnd the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fatherôs only son, full of grace and 
truth.ò Jesus is the human face of God among us, with us and for us. At Christmas, we celebrate the Festival 
of the Incarnation of our Lord. We do not worship a god who lives at a distance, who is uninvolved in the cos-
mos, who is disengaged from life. We worship the ñwith usò God. 
 
We proclaim that our God is with us forever. Matthewôs gospel starts with the ñwith usò verse in the Christmas 
story. And Matthewôs gospel ends with the ñwith usò Lord who sends us out in mission and service. In Mat-
thew twenty-eight, verses nineteen and twenty, Jesus says, ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ò The 
ñwith usò God is with us always. 
 
So we are ñwith usò people. It is a spiritual principle that we become like what (or Who) we worship. The Holy 
Spirit sends us to be with anyone and everyone in need of Godôs compassion and mercy. Emanuel people 
here do so much to live out that ñwith usò part of our name. Itôs been a joy once again to be part of distributing 
Thanksgiving boxes and meals, preparing for Angel Tree and Cap and Mitten Tree gifts, filling up Advent box-
es with items for those in need, and many other service projects. We strive here to be a ñwith usò congrega-
tion. 
 
And we look forward to even greater ways to be a ñwith usò sort of place. Weôre talking in depth about starting 
a congregational daycare. We are growing an energetic and relational worship service on Wednesday eve-
nings. We are deepening our friendship with our friends and neighbors at St. Pauôs Episcopal Church. As a 
synod, we are launching a mission and service ministry with our Latino/a sisters and brothers in Denison. We 
are a ñwith usò bunch of believers. 
 
I pray that you will meet the God ñwith usò in this Christmas season! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Lowell 
 
*This name comes from the Hebrew language and has been spelled a variety of ways in English: Immanuel, 
Emmanuel, Imanuel, Emanuel. In fact, there was a time when the name of our congregation was spelled 
ñEmmanuel.ò Whether with an ñIò or an ñE,ò with one ñMò or two, it is the same name.  

You are invited to celebrate Larry & 
Sharon Hansenôs 50th Wedding  
Anniversary. The family will be  

hosting a reception in the fellowship 
hall on December 4th from  

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
 

Thank you so much with helping our 
Scout Troop with their popcorn sale! 
We met our goal much more easily 

with the help you gave! 
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On The Verge 
B  S  C 

Sunday, November 20th, members of 
Emanuel Lutheran Church had the 
opportunity to place their financial 
pledge for 2017 on the altar. It was 
fitting that this was also Emanuelôs 
126th anniversary. 

We are grateful for the response of 
our congregation and their strong sup-
port of Emanuelôs missions going for-
ward in 2017. To date we have re-
ceived pledges from approximately 
2/3ôs of our giving members. Those of 
you who have not yet had the oppor-
tunity to complete your financial 
pledge for 2017 may put it in the offer-
ing Sunday or mail it to the Emanuel 
church office. 

In December the stewardship commit-
tee will present the proposed budget 
to Emanuelôs Church Council. Thanks 
to all for your continued support in 
2016 and we look forward to being 
able to make even stronger mission 
statements at Emanuel in 2017. 

Jan Rosdail, Girls�¶��school liaison to the Western Iowa Synod Companion 
Synods Network, visited on November 20th. Pictured with the 125th an-
niversary committee:  (front row) Jan Rosdail, Alice Smith, Ron Smith, 
Deloris Christensen, Connie Solon, Michaela Lewis and Chris Reed. 
(Back Row) Elaine Sasso, Linda Steensland, David Appel, Pastor Lowell 
Hennigs, Richard Reed, Kevin Epperson and Stephen Lewis. 

Emanuel Gift to Igumbilo 
The Anniversary Committee was able to present a check from 
Emanuel for $7,704 to the Igumbilo Lutheran Girls School in 
Tanzania during worship on November 20th. 

Thank you to all who contributed money, time and effort to this 
project! This is a life-changing program for the students who at-
tend the school. The school opened in 2006 with 83 students. 
Today the enrollment is about 450.  

The school provides capacity-building educational opportunities 
for young women who often do not have equal access to other 
educational opportunities within the country. Yet, it is women 
who are the proven sharers of such education, resulting in wider 
economic development of their families and communities. This 
project provides scholarships to the neediest of students and 
educational resources such as laboratory equipment,  mosquito 
netting, laptops and textbooks. 

Jan Rosdail shared information during coffee hour about the 
school and opportunities for those who were interested to travel 
to Tanzania to see their work first hand and volunteer at the 
school.  

December 18 
9 a.m.ð����p.m. 

Emanuel Upper Parking Lot 
Sign-up at: 

www.redcrossblood.org 
or contact the church office. 
Walk-ins welcome. 


