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Numbers chapter 11 
24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he 
gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the 
tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 
some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon 
as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

26Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 
Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but 
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a 
young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” 28And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, 
said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for 
my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would 
put his Spirit on them!” 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the 
camp.
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Psalm chapter 25 
English Standard Version


1Of David. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2O my God, in you I trust; let me 
not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 3Indeed, none who wait 
for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous. 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for 
you I wait all the day long. 6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast 
love, for they have been from of old. 7Remember not the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of 
your goodness, O LORD! 8Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs 
sinners in the way. 9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 
humble his way. 10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11For your name’s sake, 
O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great. 12Who is the man who fears the LORD? 
Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 13His soul shall abide in 
well-being, and his offspring shall inherit the land. 14The friendship of the LORD 
is for those who fear him, and he makes known to them his covenant. 15My 
eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.


Psalm 25:1 
ESV 
Of David. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.What does Psalm 25:1 mean? In 
this verse David looks to the Lord in prayer. Although he was surrounded by 
pagan nations that worshiped false gods, David addressed his prayer to the one 
and only true God, Yahweh, the covenant-keeping God. 


The words "lift up my soul" indicate that David was turning to God with his 
whole being. His prayer was intense. Prayer is not required to be deeply 
emotional. Nor is it meant only for "important" topics. However, prayer should 
never be apathetic or directed to anyone other than God. Prayer should always 
be focused and wholehearted. When Jesus prayed in the garden of 
Gethsemane, His praying was focused and so intense that He fell on His face 
(Matthew 26:39), prayed earnestly, and "his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground" (Luke 22:44). His disciples, on the other hand, 
fell asleep when they should have been praying (Matthew 26:40–41). Earlier, 
Jesus had told His disciples "a parable to the effect that they ought always to 
pray and not lose heart" (Luke 18:1). 


https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-2.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-2.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-2.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-4.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-11.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-11.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-13.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-13.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-15.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-15.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-15.html
http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/esv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CESV


Page  of 3 35 Sunday 5/28/2023

We can learn from David and Jesus what it truly means to lift our souls to the 
Lord in prayer.


Psalm 25:2 
ESV 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult 
over me.


What does Psalm 25:2 mean? Apparently, David is facing a perilous situation 
as he prays. However, he knows God is not distant, impersonal, or 
unapproachable. He calls him "my God." This declaration of his personal 
relationship with God resembles David's statement in Psalm 23:1: "The LORD is 
my shepherd." David knew his God was trustworthy even in life's most 
dangerous times. 


He asks the Lord to keep him from being victimized by his enemies. David does 
not want his enemies to disgrace him and boast about what they had done to 
him. David writes that he trusts in his God. Although David was no stranger to 
battle, he realized that trust in the Lord is the most effective weapon to employ 
against an enemy. Jesus said, "Apart from me you can do nothing" (John 15:5). 
Among the pieces of armor Scripture lists for gaining victory over the Devil is the 
shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16).


Psalm 25:3 
ESV 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed 
who are wantonly treacherous.


What does Psalm 25:3 mean? Here David expresses his confidence that the 
Lord will come to his assistance. He will not allow David's foes to triumph over 
him and thereby disgrace him. David also includes all who hope in the Lord and 
await the fulfillment of His promises as being protected from disgrace by the 
Lord. To the contrary, the Lord will put to shame all those who treacherously 
oppose the righteous without provocation. 


In all periods of history believers may trust the Lord to vindicate them and upset 
the treacherous plans of their opponents. The story of Job demonstrates this 
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truth. The Devil schemed to destroy Job's faith by hurling all kinds of trials at 
him, including the ordeal of Job's wife suggesting that he curse God and die 
(Job 2:9). But ultimately God vindicated Job. He rebuked Job's so-called friends 
for judging him (Job 42:7), and he called Job "his servant" (Job 42:7, 8), and 
blessed "the latter days of Job more than his beginning" (Job 42:12). 


Even those who do not live—on earth—to see their vindication have confidence 
that God is in control and working all things for a good end (Hebrews 11:13–16).


Psalm 25:4 
ESV 
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.


What does Psalm 25:4 mean? Life is a journey, not a single step. This is 
something David's words recognize with clarity. In this psalm he uses the word 
"way" four times and "path" twice. 


Wisely, David does not lean on his own wisdom for direction in life. Rather, he 
asks the Lord for guidance. His prayer honors the counsel given in Proverbs 
3:5–6. These verses state: "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths." Making our own plans rather than seeking and following 
God's plans can lead to disaster. Proverbs 14:12 insists, "There is a way that 
seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death." 


Similarly, the apostle James writes: "Come now, you who say, 'Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and make a profit'—yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring…
Instead you ought to say, 'If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 
that'" (James 4:13–15).


Psalm 25:5 
ESV 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you 
I wait all the day long.
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What does Psalm 25:5 mean? Here continues David's prayer, now asking the 
Lord to lead him in God's truth and to teach him. Prayer and Scripture were both 
important to David. 


We cannot go astray if we look to the Lord in prayer and obey His Word. Psalm 
119:105 states, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." We find 
guidance in Scripture for the next step as well as for life's long journey. As a 
righteous Hebrew, David knew that God had delivered His precepts and 
promises to the people of Israel to keep them in the path of blessing 
(Deuteronomy 27—30). He knew, too, that God had promised to make Joshua's 
way successful if Joshua obeyed the Book of the Law (Joshua 1:7–8). 


In Psalm 25:5 David calls God his Savior and states that he always waits on 
Him. Despite the pressures of life, including vicious opposition, David endured 
by anticipating help from the Lord.


Psalm 25:6 
ESV 
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been 
from of old.


What does Psalm 25:6 mean? In this verse David reflects upon Jehovah's 
favors and love, and observes that they have existed "from of old." "Of old" can 
be literally translated as "from ancient times" or "from eternity." God has always 
shown mercy and love, but also, He has always been merciful and loving. These 
attributes are part of His nature. Likely, David wrote these words while recalling 
specific instances when God revealed His mercy and love to Israel and to 
himself. 


In his song of redemption following the Red Sea crossing, Moses referred to 
both God's mercy and love. He exulted: "You have led in your steadfast love the 
people whom you have redeemed" (Exodus 15:13). Psalm 106 provides clear 
evidence of God's steadfast love and mercy by telling how He came to Israel's 
assistance despite that nation's rebellion. The first verse calls upon Israel to 
"Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever!”
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Psalm 25:7 
ESV 
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 
steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!


What does Psalm 25:7 mean? David prays about those things he does not 
want the Lord to remember, as opposed to those he does want Him to 
remember. Naturally, David does not want the Lord to remember the sins he 
committed as a young man. These sins probably included both sins of omission 
and sins of commission. Because David knew God is merciful and loving, he 
appeals to Him for pardon. 


Youth is certainly a time when passions are strongest and restraint is weakest. In 
his reply to his critic Zophar, Job said, "You write bitter things against me and 
make me inherit the iniquities of my youth" (Job 13:26). In his second letter to 
Timothy, the apostle Paul exhorts Timothy: "Flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from 
a pure heart" (2 Timothy 2:22). While it might seem easier to err in our youth, 
temptation does not stop when we grow old. But all who put their faith in God, 
whether young or old, can be triumphant over the temptation to sin. Psalm 
119:9 counsels: "How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it 
according to your word.”


Psalm 25:8 
ESV 
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.


What does Psalm 25:8 mean? David acknowledges that the Lord is good and 
morally correct. For those who trust in Him, He never does anything eternally 
hurtful, but always what is in our best interest. His words and deeds are always 
right, therefore we can trust God at all times and in every situation. He is so 
good and upright that He guides sinners to salvation and a life of righteousness. 


Isaiah depicts all human beings as sheep wandering away from God (Isaiah 
53:6). But in love God provided the way back to Him through Jesus' redemptive 
work on the cross. Isaiah 53:6 also says, "the LORD has laid on him [Jesus, the 
Lamb of God] the iniquity of us all." Although the Lord delights to guide sinners 
to salvation, many are unwilling to receive His instruction. Jesus wept over 
Jerusalem and lamented, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
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prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing!" (Matthew 23:37).


Psalm 25:9 
ESV 
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.


What does Psalm 25:9 mean? God leads the humble to do what is right and 
teaches the humble His truths. In this context, being "humble" or "meek" does 
not mean being timid, weak, or shy. It refers to strength under control. C. S. 
Lewis quipped that "humble" people do not think less of themselves, rather they 
are people who think of themselves less. 


Self-will and pride mark unbelievers, but converted sinners realize they cannot 
journey through life without God's guidance. The journey presents too many 
dangers and uncertainties. Therefore, the humble rely on God for direction, and 
they are not disappointed. Psalm 32:8 counsels us to receive instruction, and 
the following verse advises us not to be like a horse or mule that lacks 
understanding and must be forced to submit to the owner's control. 


Echoing these sentiments, James 4:6 assures us that "God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble." James 4:10 promises, "Humble yourselves 
before the Lord, and he will exalt you." Humility is not always held in high 
esteem in modern culture, but it is a virtue God honors and should characterize 
all who want to obtain a better knowledge of God and His way.


Psalm 25:10 
ESV 
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his testimonies.


What does Psalm 25:10 mean? The Lord's way of dealing with those who 
humbly obey Him is characterized by never-ending care and faithfulness. David 
had witnessed the Lord's love and faithfulness in his own life. The Lord had 
protected him countless times when David faced imminent danger. Even when 
he was a shepherd boy, David had experienced the Lord's protection from a 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/esv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CESV
http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/esv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CESV


Page  of 8 35 Sunday 5/28/2023

bear and a lion (1 Samuel 17:34–35). Later, in love and faithfulness, the Lord had 
given David a decisive victory over Goliath (1 Samuel 17:49–51). He had also 
given him victory over the Philistines (1 Samuel 23:5) and kept him safe when 
Saul tried to kill him (1 Samuel 18:11). 


In the midst of Lamentations, the writer observes: "The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness" (Lamentations 3:22–23). Believers can never 
exhaust the Lord's love and faithfulness because He will never leave us or 
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5–6).


Psalm 25:11 
ESV 
For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great.


What does Psalm 25:11 mean? In this verse we read that David asked the Lord 
to forgive him. He confesses that his guilt is great. He asks for forgiveness for 
the Lord's name's sake; that is, so the Lord's mercy and love may be shown. 
Keeping in mind that David was a man after God's own heart (Acts 13:22), he 
still knew he was a sinner, whose load of guilt was heavy. He also knew the Lord 
is merciful and delights in steadfast love (Micah 7:18). 


The apostle Paul considered himself the foremost sinner, but he testified that he 
had received mercy for the Lord's sake. He wrote in 1 Timothy 1:16: "But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him 
for eternal life." 


We should never minimize our sin. At the same time, we should never minimize 
the Lord's willingness to forgive our sin. First John 1:9 states: "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”


Psalm 25:12 
ESV 
Who is the man who fears the LORD? Him will he instruct in the way that he 
should choose.
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What does Psalm 25:12 mean? The Lord teaches those who reverence Him 
what His plan is for their lives. Faithful believers do not have to wonder what 
kind of life the Lord has carved out for them. The Bible contains plenty of 
instructions, warnings, and principles that are intended to steer us in the right 
direction (2 Timothy 3:16–17). We also have the guidance of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:7–11). 


Obeying God's Word is essential to a productive, effective life. When the Lord 
appointed Joshua to lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land, He told 
Joshua to meditate on the Book of the Law day and night and to be careful to 
obey it (Joshua 1:8). He promised that good success would result from Joshua's 
obedience to the Law. It is also important to commit one's body as a living 
sacrifice to God and to be transformed by the renewing of the mind (Romans 
12:1–2). The reason for such a sacrifice of body and mind is stated in verse 2: 
"that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.”


Psalm 25:13 
ESV 
His soul shall abide in well-being, and his offspring shall inherit the land.


What does Psalm 25:13 mean? God's will for our lives includes obedience to 
His commands. While there are no guarantees of success or fortune, obeying 
and honoring His will gives us the best chance at happiness. The Lord promises 
spiritual blessing to the person who reverences the Lord. 


Further, He promises the descendants of the person who reverences Him will 
possesses the land; that is, Canaan, the Promised Land. These promises call to 
mind what the Lord commanded the people of Israel, "Honor your father and 
your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you" (Exodus 20:12). In Deuteronomy 4:1–14 the Lord promised that 
those who kept His covenant would receive blessing and the privilege of 
passing along the covenant promises to the next generation. While the literal 
promises of physical land were meant only for the nation of Israel, the 
implications of that idea carry on for all Christians. This is a recurring theme in 
the fourth chapter of Hebrews. 


In his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul instructed children to obey their 
parents in the Lord (Ephesians 6:1–3). He wrote, "(this is the first commandment 
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with a promise), 'that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the 
land.'" 


There is a correlation between reverence for the Lord and well-being in Psalm 
25:13 that is readily apparent today. The person who fears the Lord refuses to 
abuse his body because he recognizes it is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19). He abstains from habit-forming drugs and harmful practices 
and, therefore, is more likely to maintain good health. Generally speaking, his 
children follow his good example and enjoy personal well-being.


Psalm 25:14 
ESV 
The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, and he makes known to 
them his covenant.


What does Psalm 25:14 mean? The Lord draws those who fear Him into the 
close bonds of friendship, and He will share His covenant with them. The Bible 
presents every person with a choice. He or she must choose to serve the Lord 
or to disobey Him. 


In his old age Joshua summoned the people of Israel together and reminded 
them of this choice. He challenged them to "fear the LORD and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods your fathers served beyond the 
[Euphrates] River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD" (Joshua 24:14). Then 
Joshua called for a decision. He demanded, "Choose this day whom you will 
serve," declaring, "But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD" (Joshua 24:15). 


Jesus cited obedience to His commandments as the prerequisite to friendship 
with Him. He said, "You are my friends if you do what I command you" (John 
15:14). James 2:23 says, "'Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness'—and he was called a friend of God." Among other acts of 
obedience and faith, Abraham reverenced God so much that he willingly obeyed 
God's command to offer Isaac, his son whom God had promised would be 
Abraham's heir, on the altar (James 2:21–22; Genesis 22; Hebrews 11:17–19)). 
God stopped Abraham from killing Isaac and provided a ram as a sacrifice 
instead. It is a privilege to be called God's children, but only those who obey 
Him can be rightfully called His friends.
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Psalm 25:15 
ESV 
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.


What does Psalm 25:15 mean? David looks to the Lord constantly for safety. 
He believes his enemy has set a trap for him, but he is certain the Lord will help 
him escape. Though we don't face the exact same earthly threats as David, 
believers in every period of history face the same dangerous enemy: the Devil. 
He prowls around like a ferocious lion, looking for someone to devour (1 Peter 
5:8). The evil world system is another enemy that tries to snare believers. The 
apostle John warned believers not to love the world or what is in the world. The 
evil world system uses the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life as nets that entangle believers (1 John 2:15–17). 


Prayer is an effective resource which believers can employ to overcome the 
enemy. After describing the pieces of armor believers need to wear as they 
battle the Devil and his cohorts, the apostle Paul exhorts us to be "praying at all 
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication" (Ephesians 6:18).


Acts chapter 2 

1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.

5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues 
the mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled 
with new wine.”
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14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
give ear to my words. 15For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since 
it is only the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through the 
prophet Joel:

17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18even on my male 
servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they 
shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on 
the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be turned 
to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great 
and magnificent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’


Acts 2:1

ESV 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.


What does Acts 2:1 mean? Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told 
His followers to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4–5). The 
eleven remaining apostles, along with the women who were so important to 
Jesus' ministry, Jesus' mother Mary, Jesus' brothers, and dozens of others, 
settle into the upper room of a house to pray and confer (Acts 1:12–15). For 
about nine days, they have little to do but praise God (Luke 24:52–53) and 
choose a successor to Judas (Acts 1:12–26). It's likely they are in this room 
when Acts 2 opens. 


"All together" is from the Greek root word homou, related to the term 
homothymadon, translated "one accord" in Acts 1:14. Literally, it may mean 
"together in a group," but spiritually it refers to many individuals working 
together harmoniously. This attitude will characterize the church in Jerusalem for 
years to come. They will face many challenges including persecution (Acts 8:1), 
opposition from within (Acts 11:1–18; 21:17–24), and the inclusion of Gentiles 
who do not have the Jewish background the founding apostles do (Acts 15:1–
35). In all these things, the leaders of the church of Jerusalem strive to maintain 
a unified front as they seek guidance from the Holy Spirit. 


"Pentecost" is derived from the Greek word for "fiftieth." It falls seven weeks and 
one day—fifty days—after the sabbath that occurs during the weeklong Feast of 
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Unleavened Bread. Pentecost is also called the "Feast of Weeks" because that 
same period is seven weeks or "a week of weeks." After Passover, Pentecost is 
the next major feast for which Jews from all over the Roman Empire will come to 
Jerusalem. It is given in the Mosaic Law in Leviticus 23:15–21 and Deuteronomy 
16:9–12. 


The Feast of Weeks is the second of three feasts that include a firstfruits 
offering. When people came to Jerusalem for Pentecost, they were to bring the 
first of their grain as a free-will offering. On this Pentecost, Jerusalem offers a 
kind of free-will offering to God as three thousand people believe in Jesus (Acts 
2:41).


Acts 2:2 
ESV 
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and 
it filled the entire house where they were sitting.


What does Acts 2:2 mean? Jesus has told His followers to stay in Jerusalem 
until they are baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4–5), and their patience is 
rewarded. The word translated as "Spirit" is pneuma, which can also refer to 
breath or wind. The Pneumatos Hagiou, or "Holy Spirit" is a person—an 
individual with personality—and one of the three members of the Trinity. In the 
Old Testament, He often appeared as some form of wind. To Job, He answered 
from a whirlwind (Job 38:1). To Ezekiel, He was a stormy wind (Ezekiel 1:4). To 
Elijah, He came as a low whisper (1 Kings 19:12). Like here, He filled the room 
when Solomon dedicated his temple (1 Kings 8:10–11). 


When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about being born again, He said, "The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit" (John 3:8). Jesus did the work required to reconcile us to God with His 
sacrifice on the cross. The Holy Spirit indwells those who believe and equips 
them to further spread that good news. He emboldens believers in their 
preaching (Acts 4:31), affirms their teaching (Acts 6:10), tells them whom to talk 
to (Acts 8:29), identifies who should do the talking (Acts 13:2), leads them in 
what to say (Acts 15:28), and tells them where to go (Acts 16:6–7). 


The Jews tasked with starting the church are facing a serious paradigm shift, 
and the help of the Holy Spirit is vital for that work. Nothing like this has 
happened in Jewish history before. Under the Mosaic law, the responsibilities of 
the Jews were to obey God and remove themselves from the evil nations around 
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them. Now, Jewish representatives are called to go out into Gentile nations and 
teach them about their Jewish Savior. Only the Holy Spirit can make sense of 
this. 


What's described here is a sound, not a sensation. The Christians hear a sound, 
compared to the sound of wind—they don't feel a blast of fast-moving air.


Acts 2:3 
ESV 
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of 
them.


What does Acts 2:3 mean? About one hundred and twenty Jesus-followers 
(Acts 1:15) are sitting in a house in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit comes (Acts 
2:1–2). At first, they hear "a sound like a mighty rushing wind" (Acts 2:2). Now 
bits of fire—or something with that appearance—land on them. 


In the Old Testament, God often came as if in wind (Job 38:1; Ezekiel 1:4; 1 
Kings 19:12), but He also came in the form of fire. He met Moses in a flaming 
bush (Exodus 3:2–5) and led the Israelites through the wilderness through a 
pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21–22). When God met Moses on 
Mt. Sinai, He "descended on it in fire" (Exodus 19:18) and "the appearance of 
the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain" (Exodus 24:17). 


John the Baptist promised that Jesus' followers would be baptized by the Spirit, 
but he also said they would be baptized with fire (Luke 3:16; Matthew 3:11). The 
Bible uses fire as a metaphorical method of purification. Fire purified Isaiah's 
unclean lips (Isaiah 6:4–8) and burns away the useless chaff of the wheat (Luke 
3:17). When we will be judged, our works will be tested as if they were put 
through fire to destroy the useless and reveal the good (1 Corinthians 3:12–15). 


In this case, it appears the tongues of fire are visual manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit's intent. His plan is to equip the Jesus-followers with the ability to speak 
other languages (Acts 2:4). Jerusalem is filled with Jews from all over the Roman 
Empire and beyond who have come for the Feast of Pentecost. It's possible that 
not all of them speak Aramaic or Greek. In order to effectively spread the 
message that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah who can reconcile sinners with God, 
the people will need to hear that message in their own language. And so, the 
Holy Spirit makes that possible


http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/esv?navcat=Bibles%7CTranslations%7CESV


Page  of 15 35 Sunday 5/28/2023

Acts 2:4 
ESV 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.


What does Acts 2:4 mean? Immediately before Jesus ascended into heaven, 
He told His followers to wait in Jerusalem for the arrival of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
1:4–5). That time has come, and the Holy Spirit has entered the house where 
they're waiting and touched each one with what appears to be a tongue of fire 
(Acts 2:1–3). 


The Holy Spirit is giving the Jesus-followers the ability to speak in different 
languages about the "mighty works of God" (Acts 2:11). Jerusalem is filled with 
Jews from many different countries who have come for Pentecost, also known 
as the Festival of Weeks (Leviticus 23:15–21). Not all of them speak the same 
language. The purpose of the apostles is to spread the message that Jesus' 
sacrifice makes it possible for people to be forgiven of their sins and reconciled 
to God. To do this on this day, they need to be able to be understood by the 
people around them. 


Two thousand years later, in a culture that analyzes theology—and sometimes 
over-analyzes theology—this verse brings up two points of debate: the 
difference between being indwelt by the Holy Spirit vs. being filled by the Holy 
Spirit and the nature of "speaking in tongues." 


Until this very moment, the Holy Spirit did not indwell God-followers. He filled 
them as needed to complete unique missions as prepared for them by God. 
Some were inspired by the Spirit to accomplish great feats of art (Exodus 31:3; 
35:31), some to prophesy (Micah 3:8). John the Baptist, the last of the Old 
Testament-era prophets, was filled with the Spirit from before his birth (Luke 
1:15), which was how he recognized Jesus when both were still in the womb 
(Luke 1:41–44). The filling of the Holy Spirit was temporary and didn't 
necessarily happen only to perfectly-clean, committed believers: for example, 
King Saul was filled for a short time and even prophesied (1 Samuel 10:10–11). 


After Jesus ascended to heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit to permanently indwell 
each believer. He seals us, identifying us as belonging to God (2 Corinthians 
1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13–14). And Jesus promises the Holy Spirit will never 
leave us (John 14:16). Those of us who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit can also 
experience the filling of the Holy Spirit, as people did in the Old Testament. The 
Holy Spirit filled Stephen so he could face his death (Acts 7:55–60). Paul was 
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filled on occasion (Acts 9:17; 13:9) and told us that we should seek to be, as 
well (Ephesians 5:18). But whether we are filled with the Holy Spirit or not, 
Jesus-followers can rest in the fact that He does live in us. 


The more controversial issue brought up in this verse is that of speaking in 
tongues. Some Christians believe tongues are a heavenly language by which we 
talk to God without knowing what we're saying. Others think it is a way God 
prophesies to others through us, although it will take someone to interpret for 
people to understand the words. This passage gives a clear indication, however, 
that "real" speaking in tongues means spontaneously talking in a foreign 
language so those who need to hear the message can understand what we're 
saying. It is not gibberish, is targeted at someone who understands that speech, 
and it's useless if there's no one there who can translate or understand that 
language. 


Devout followers of Christ often differ in their understanding of "tongues." The 
issue is not essential for salvation or the forgiveness of sins. We are free to 
disagree and live in unity in God's universal church.


Acts 2:5 
ESV 
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven.


What does Acts 2:5 mean? It is the first Pentecost in Jerusalem since Jesus' 
crucifixion and resurrection. Days ago, He ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9). 
Moments ago, His followers received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4) as He had 
promised (John 16:7). They are now, suddenly, speaking several different 
languages they've never learned. 


During the three main Jewish feasts—Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles—Jerusalem's population of 100,000 is joined by about 900,000 
Jews from different countries (Acts 2:9–11). In addition, it is custom, if one can 
manage it, for elderly Jews to emigrate to Jerusalem so they can die on Jewish 
soil. And so, Jerusalem is filled with synagogues that cater to specific groups, 
whether Freedmen, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, or Cilicians (Acts 6:9). Some speak 
Aramaic, some speak Greek, but one of the reasons for the different synagogues 
is so they can communicate freely in the regional language of their upbringing. 


"Devout" is from the Greek root word eulebēs; it means "pious and dutiful." This 
covers religiously observant Jews as well as proselytes (Acts 2:11). A proselyte 
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is a Gentile who worships the Jewish God in the Jewish way, to the point that he 
agrees to become circumcised. When applied to a Gentile, "devout" or 
"righteous" may mean he follows Judaism but is not circumcised.


Acts 2:6 
ESV 
And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language.


What does Acts 2:6 mean? Days after Jesus' ascension into heaven (Acts 1:9), 
the Jesus-followers in Jerusalem receive the Holy Spirit and start talking in 
foreign languages (Acts 2:1–4). In the Roman Empire, multilingualism was 
common. Typically, Jews from Judea and Galilee could speak Aramaic, Greek, 
and some Hebrew. Considering the quotations of the Old Testament in the New, 
it seems Jews studied the Greek Septuagint more than the original Hebrew 
Scriptures. At the time of Acts 2, the population of Jerusalem has swelled ten 
times over because of the celebration of Pentecost with visitors from all over the 
Roman Empire and beyond (Acts 2:9–11). The crowd is baffled as to how 
Galileans (Acts 2:7) can speak their native languages. 


After the flood, all the world still spoke the same language. God told the people 
to scatter all over the earth, but they settled together and built a great tower as if 
they could reach heaven through their own work. God reached down and 
confused their language, separating people-groups by their ability to understand 
one another (Genesis 11:1–9). 


Now, in Jerusalem, God sets the linguistic precedence for missions by 
continuing to honor His own work at the Tower of Babel. The Holy Spirit doesn't 
cause the multitude to be fluent in Greek or Aramaic; He doesn't even tell 
believers in the early church to share one earthly language or earthly culture 
(Acts 6:1). He makes the evangelists or missionaries able to speak the people's 
native language. He leads Christians to meet unbelievers where they are, 
culturally and linguistically. One day, culture and language will be redeemed and 
all God-followers will be able to understand each other perfectly. But today, we 
are no more freed from the results of Babel than we are freed from weeds and 
pain in childbirth (Genesis 3:16–19). 


There is no record that Jesus regularly spoke a different language other than 
Aramaic. But He came, in His earthly ministry, to the Jews, to give them a 
chance to accept Him, not the Gentiles (Mark 7:24–30). Jesus promised the 
disciples they would do greater works than He (John 14:12), and this is an 
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example. Jesus did not mean that there is any greater work than His' crucifixion 
and resurrection, but that the scope of their ministries as they travel the world 
and speak to people from all nations will be greater than Jesus' ministry in 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee.


Acts 2:7 
ESV 
And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans?


What does Acts 2:7 mean? The Christ-followers in Jerusalem have just 
received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4). A crowd of Jews and proselytes, in 
Jerusalem for Pentecost, is astounded to hear the group speaking all different 
languages (Acts 2:9–11). Even more amazing, to them, is that the speakers all 
seem to be from Galilee. 


In the time of Jesus, Jews lived throughout the Roman Empire. There were 
major settlements in present-day Asia Minor and in Alexandria, Egypt. Judea 
was still considered the Jewish homeland. North of Judea was Samaria, where 
remnants of the Ten Northern Tribes intermarried with Gentiles the Assyrians 
brought in from other nations they had conquered. North of Samaria is Galilee, 
which was a mix of Jews and Gentiles. It's also the home territory of Jesus, who 
was from Nazareth, and Peter, Andrew, James, John, and Matthew, who all lived 
in Capernaum when Jesus called them (Mark 1:16–21; 2:13). Nathanael was 
from Cana in Galilee (John 21:2). Of course, Jesus' mother and brothers were 
also from Nazareth. Philip was from Bethsaida, Peter and Andrew's hometown 
(John 1:43–44), barely outside the Galilean border on the north end of the Sea of 
Galilee. 


It's believed that eleven of the original disciples were from Galilee or someone 
very near. Only Judas wasn't, as "Iscariot" may refer to Kerioth, a region in 
Judea. The Galilean accent was different from the Judean. The proud Judeans 
insisted that their language was precise whereas the Galileans' was so sloppy 
they couldn't even interpret the law correctly. It is this accent that gave Peter 
away as he was denying Jesus (Matthew 26:73). 


How we speak doesn't limit the Holy Spirit. He specializes in taking those the 
world considers uneducated (Acts 4:13) and foolish (1 Corinthians 1:27) to reach 
others for Christ (Luke 12:11–12). When Moses claimed he could not be God's 
spokesman because he was "slow of speech" (Exodus 4:10), God responded, 
"Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
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blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and 
teach you what you shall speak" (Exodus 4:11–12).


Acts 2:8 
ESV 
And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?


What does Acts 2:8 mean? At the time of Jesus' earthly ministry, the residential 
population of Jerusalem is thought to be about 100,000. The Jewish calendar 
includes three feasts—Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles—
which all Jewish men are to try to celebrate in Jerusalem. On those occasions, 
the population of Jerusalem swells to about a million people. This is why Jesus 
and the disciples slept on the Mount of Olives, outside the city, during the 
Passover (Luke 21:37). 


These Jews and proselytes come from all over the Roman Empire including 
Africa, modern-day Asia Minor, modern-day Iran and Iraq, and Italy (Acts 2:9–
11). Those from west of Judea probably all speak Greek and those from the east 
probably all speak some variant of Aramaic. But they most likely also have a 
local language they grew up with. So they are amazed to hear uneducated 
Galileans speaking those local dialects. 


The understanding of what "speaking in tongues" means is a controversial topic 
today. Many think it is a special language that only God can understand. 
Passages like 1 Corinthians 14:2 seem to say speaking tongues is uttering 
"mysteries in the Spirit." This passage is clear that when someone is inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to speak in tongues, they are speaking an established, earthly 
language. First Corinthians 14:22 says, "tongues are a sign not for believers but 
for unbelievers." So, tongues-speaking is for sharing the gospel and speaking 
God's truth to people who use that language. 


This verse exemplifies the principle of the accommodation of God. In laymen's 
terms, it means "He meets us where we are." He knows we are "but dust and 
ashes" (Genesis 18:27). He is infinite and His ways and thoughts are higher than 
we could ever reach (Isaiah 55:9). Like a parent who teaches her child to read 
using simple children's books, God speaks to us in ways we can more easily 
understand. Here, God doesn't force the varied audience to hear the gospel in 
Greek or Aramaic, which may be their second or third language. He reaches 
them at their most personal level, showing them that the gospel is for them in 
their culture and in their homes. In addition, the miracle of the disciples using 
tongues validates their message as having come from God.
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Acts 2:9 
ESV 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,


What does Acts 2:9 mean? Filled with the Holy Spirit, 120 Jesus-followers are 
speaking to a crowd of people who have come to Jerusalem for Pentecost, one 
of the three major feasts in the Jewish calendar. Miraculously, the Jesus-
followers are speaking in the visitors' native languages—languages the speakers 
don't even know. 


The Medes, Parthians, and Elamites come from modern-day Iran while the 
Mesopotamians are from modern-day Iraq; all of them probably speak Aramaic. 
They are likely descendants of the Jews taken into exile. Around 740 BC, after 
generations of rebelling against God, the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken 
into exile by the Assyrians. The king of Assyria took most of the Israelites to a 
city populated by Medes (2 Kings 17:6) and brought in people from Babylon and 
the surrounding area to settle in Samaria (2 Kings 17:24). The immigrants 
intermarried with the few Israelites left to become the Samaritans. 


Between 607 and 586 BC, God sent the Southern Kingdom of Judah into exile 
in Babylon for their own vile idolatry (2 Chronicles 36:1–21). Seventy years later, 
king Cyrus of Persia allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 
36:22–23). Not all of them did. In fact, at one point, one-third of the population 
of Baghdad was Jewish. Persecution slowly grew during the first half of the 
twentieth century and about 105,000 out of 121,000 Jews left after Israel 
became a nation. By the year 2000, there were barely any Jews left in Iraq. As of 
this writing, there are less than 10,000 in Iran. 


Judea, of course, is the region between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan 
River where Jerusalem is, but in this case, it may include all the territory ruled by 
David, which would include Samaria, Galilee, and part of Nabatea, across the 
Jordan River from Judea proper. 


Cappadocia is the region in the central-east portion of modern-day Asia Minor. 
Pontus is north of Cappadocia along the shore of the Black Sea. In this context, 
"Asia" is not the continent to the east of the Mediterranean Sea. Rather, this is 
the district that takes up much of the western edge of modern-day Asia Minor. 
Asia Minor is the location of the seven churches of Revelation 2—3. 
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Strangely enough, evangelical missions to most of these places are not 
recorded in the Bible. We know that Philip spent significant time in Judea and 
Samaria (Acts 8:4–25; 21:8) and Paul stayed in Ephesus for two years (Acts 19) 
and was in and out of Troas in Asia (Acts 16:8–11; 20:5–6). The spread of 
Christianity in present-day Iran, Iraq, Arabia, and eastern Asia Minor was 
significant but is only recorded in non-biblical sources.


Acts 2:10 
ESV 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome,


What does Acts 2:10 mean? About 900,000 Jews have come to Jerusalem 
from all over the Roman Empire and the Middle East to celebrate Pentecost. On 
the day of the celebration, they're astounded to find 120-or-so Galileans 
speaking in the visitors' native dialects. Luke mentions the general areas from 
which these travelers came, starting with the Middle East and modern-day Asia 
Minor in Acts 2:9. Here, he continues. 


Phrygia is an amorphous geographical area with ever-changing borders west of 
central modern-day Asia Minor. Sometimes Asia, the large province to the west, 
claimed it, and sometimes Galatia, the large province to the east, claimed it. At 
the time of Paul's travels, it seems to have been somewhat split, with some 
regions being considered "Asia," and others not (Acts 16:6). 


Pamphylia is easier to recognize as it is along the southern-central shore of 
modern-day Asia Minor. Today, it is home to the Turkish resort town Antalya. In 
the time of Luke, it was convenient because it is directly north of Alexandria, 
Egypt. Rome depended on the grain from Egypt; great ships would sail north 
from Alexandria to Pamphylia and then west to Italy (Acts 27:6). 


Luke's list, "Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia" (Acts 2:9–
10) swoops from eastern present-day Asia Minor, up across the north, down the 
west coast, and to the southern coast. He skips southeastern Cilicia and central 
Galatia, but the overall effect is that the entire peninsula is included. 


Egypt and Libya encompass much the same territories they do today in the 
eastern half of the northern coast of Africa. Alexandria in Egypt was home to the 
largest Jewish community in the world. Cyrene is known as the hometown of 
Simon who helped Jesus carry His cross (Luke 23:26). 
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Finally, Luke skips over Greece and Macedonia, which have minimal Jewish 
settlements, and mentions Rome. It's unclear what effect the Pentecost event 
has on the Jews in Rome. Priscilla and Aquila are from Rome and meet Paul in 
Corinth (Acts 18:2), but the text doesn't say if they were Christians before they 
met Paul. Years later, when Paul finally reaches Rome and starts his first Roman 
imprisonment, he meets with the Jewish leaders from the synagogue. They 
know of "The Way," and know that many speak against it, but beyond that, they 
don't seem to know what it's about (Acts 28:17–22). Judaism, however, did 
spread among the Gentiles in Rome.


Acts 2:11 
ESV 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our 
own tongues the mighty works of God.”


What does Acts 2:11 mean? Luke is finishing up his list of groups who first 
heard the gospel from Jesus' followers. Jesus ascended into a heaven a few 
days before (Acts 1:9). The Holy Spirit has come down upon the disciples (Acts 
2:1–4). Now, a crowd who has come from all over the Roman Empire and 
beyond is listening to the Jesus-followers speak in their own native dialects. 


A "proselyte" is a Gentile who has fully converted to Judaism (Exodus 12:48). 
They perform a baptismal rite of purification and offer a sacrifice. The men are 
also circumcised. Those who didn't follow Judaism to that extent are sometimes 
called "God-fearer" (Acts 10:2) or "worshiper of God" (Acts 16:14; 18:7). Ruth 
may be considered a proselyte (Ruth 1:16–17). 


Crete is an island south of the Aegean Sea. Arabia, here, most likely means 
Nabatea which encompasses the western part of modern-day Jordan and the 
southern part of modern-day Syria. It's unclear why Luke has singled these two 
areas apart. Cretans are known for being uncivilized (Titus 1:12) and Arabians for 
being nomadic; it may be because neither represent the ideal Roman citizen. 


What Cretans and Arabians do have in common, as well as the others 
mentioned in Acts 2:9–10, is that they hear Jesus' disciples speaking in their 
own "tongue." This is not a heavenly prayer language only understood by God. 
These are actual languages used by local cultures in addition to the more 
universal Greek and Aramaic. God is starting His church. He is inviting those 
who already follow Him through Judaism to accept Jesus as their Messiah—
their Savior (Acts 2:36–41). And He's doing it using language that they 
understand best.
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Acts 2:12 
ESV 
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?”


What does Acts 2:12 mean? About 900,000 Jews have travelled to Jerusalem 
from around the eastern Mediterranean Sea and modern-day Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
and Jordan. A crowd of them have stumbled upon about 120 Galileans speaking 
the travelers' native languages— not just Greek, the universal language of the 
Roman Empire, or Aramaic, the trade language of the Middle East, but the 
regional dialects. Even stranger, the speakers all have Galilean accents (Acts 
2:5–11). 


Acts 2:12–13 is one of many passages that covers the two extreme reactions 
that people have to God. When God speaks, some people hear His voice, and 
some hear thunder (John 12:28–29). Some dismiss Jesus as being controlled by 
Satan (Mark 3:22), and some declare Him to be the Savior that God promised 
(Mark 8:29). In this case, some in the crowd see Jesus' followers speaking their 
languages and stand in wonder; others judge they are just drunk (Acts 2:13). 


Jesus-followers will experience this as we tell others about Jesus. Jesus says 
that unbelievers do not reject us, they reject Him (Luke 10:16). Jesus knows who 
He has chosen (John 13:18) and those who are His will respond to Him (John 
10:4). The Bible does not tell us to make converts, or to accomplish some quota 
of followers. It tells us to make and train disciples (Matthew 28:19–20), be His 
witnesses (Acts 1:8), and preach the word (2 Timothy 4:2). It is the Holy Spirit 
that convicts unbelievers of sin (John 16:8–11) and gives spiritual growth (1 
Corinthians 3:6). Our job is simply to spread the news (Romans 10:14–15).


Acts 2:13 
ESV 
But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”


What does Acts 2:13 mean? Jews have come from the Middle East and the 
Roman Empire to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost, but one crowd is getting 
more than they expected—a group of Galileans speaking in the crowd's 
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individual native dialects (Acts 2:5–11). The members of the crowd seem to have 
one of two reactions. 


Some are "amazed and perplexed" (Acts 2:12). Naturally, they're curious as to 
how Galileans could speak languages native to places as varied as Alexandria, 
Rome, and Mesopotamia. Like the many crowds Jesus encountered in His 
ministry, they want to hear more. 


Others immediately dismiss the phenomenon. They mock the Jesus-followers, 
saying they are drunk. "New wine" isn't the same as the new wine mentioned in 
Mark 2:22. The term is from the Greek root word gleukos which literally means 
"sweet drink" or grape juice. At the time of Pentecost, there is no "new wine." 
The grape and olive harvests haven't started, yet, and the newest wine is almost 
ten months old. This is a derogatory dismissal with no real basis. 


The disciples who have traveled with Jesus are used to this. After performing 
miracles around the Sea of Galilee, scribes from Jerusalem declared Jesus' 
power came from Satan. Jesus pointed out that since He was working against 
Satan, this wouldn't be a very good strategy (Mark 3:22–27). Jesus has prepared 
His disciples for this reaction. He explained that His message is hard to hear 
(Matthew 10:34–39). They will be persecuted (Matthew 10:16–23). But if they are 
preaching His message and the people reject it, they are rejecting Him, not His 
servants (Luke 10:16; John 15:18–20). 


Jesus also told His disciples that those who belong to Him will follow Him when 
they hear His voice (John 10:3–4). This proved to be true the week before the 
crucifixion when God called down and some only heard thunder (John 12:28–
29). And it will be the standard experience Paul finds when he travels throughout 
modern-day Turkey and Greece, preaching. Some will accept his words, but 
many won't. Our job is to make disciples (Matthew 28:19): to teach and grow 
others in the knowledge of God. It's the Holy Spirit's job to make people born-
again Christians in the first place (John 16:8; Titus 3:5).


Acts 2:13 
ESV 
But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”


What does Acts 2:13 mean? Jews have come from the Middle East and the 
Roman Empire to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost, but one crowd is getting 
more than they expected—a group of Galileans speaking in the crowd's 
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individual native dialects (Acts 2:5–11). The members of the crowd seem to have 
one of two reactions. 


Some are "amazed and perplexed" (Acts 2:12). Naturally, they're curious as to 
how Galileans could speak languages native to places as varied as Alexandria, 
Rome, and Mesopotamia. Like the many crowds Jesus encountered in His 
ministry, they want to hear more. 


Others immediately dismiss the phenomenon. They mock the Jesus-followers, 
saying they are drunk. "New wine" isn't the same as the new wine mentioned in 
Mark 2:22. The term is from the Greek root word gleukos which literally means 
"sweet drink" or grape juice. At the time of Pentecost, there is no "new wine." 
The grape and olive harvests haven't started, yet, and the newest wine is almost 
ten months old. This is a derogatory dismissal with no real basis. 


The disciples who have traveled with Jesus are used to this. After performing 
miracles around the Sea of Galilee, scribes from Jerusalem declared Jesus' 
power came from Satan. Jesus pointed out that since He was working against 
Satan, this wouldn't be a very good strategy (Mark 3:22–27). Jesus has prepared 
His disciples for this reaction. He explained that His message is hard to hear 
(Matthew 10:34–39). They will be persecuted (Matthew 10:16–23). But if they are 
preaching His message and the people reject it, they are rejecting Him, not His 
servants (Luke 10:16; John 15:18–20). 


Jesus also told His disciples that those who belong to Him will follow Him when 
they hear His voice (John 10:3–4). This proved to be true the week before the 
crucifixion when God called down and some only heard thunder (John 12:28–
29). And it will be the standard experience Paul finds when he travels throughout 
modern-day Turkey and Greece, preaching. Some will accept his words, but 
many won't. Our job is to make disciples (Matthew 28:19): to teach and grow 
others in the knowledge of God. It's the Holy Spirit's job to make people born-
again Christians in the first place (John 16:8; Titus 3:5).


Acts 2:14 
ESV 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
give ear to my words.
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What does Acts 2:14 mean? Depending on what version is used, and how one 
counts, the Bible contains somewhere around thirty-five instances of the phrase 
"Peter said" or "Peter answered"—most of those in the Gospels. Some of his 
statements were requests for clarification (Matthew 15:15; Luke 12:41). Some 
were because he was so overwhelmed he didn't know what to do (Matthew 
17:4). Some were rash vows he couldn't keep (John 13:37). Other words were 
inspired (John 6:68). Once he receives the Holy Spirit, Peter's natural tendency 
to speak up is transformed, and he becomes a powerful witness for Jesus. 


In the book of Acts, Peter gives five speeches of varying lengths. Three are 
evangelistic (Acts 2:14–41; 3:12–26; 10:34–43) and two are explanatory (Acts 
4:8–12; 11:4–17). He gave many more over the course of his life, but these are 
representative enough to show a common thread. All of Peter's speeches start 
with what is going on in that moment and explain it in the context of Jesus is the 
Savior. In Acts 3, he addresses a crowd that is amazed when he heals a lame 
man (Acts 3:1–10), saying the power by which the man is healed is given by 
Jesus, whom they crucified. In Acts 10, he defends his presence in the house of 
Cornelius, a Gentile centurion who wanted to know how he could be saved. 


Here, Peter will explain why it is all these Jews can understand the disciples' 
speech in their own language. It is the fulfillment of a prophecy by the prophet 
Joel (Acts 2:16–21). 


The wording Peter uses is somewhat poetic. Luke explains that Peter "lifted his 
voice" and "addressed them," which both mean the same thing, but the repeat 
adds a bit of a lilt to the phrasing. Similarly, Peter's use of the phrases "Men of 
Judea" and "all who dwell in Jerusalem" and then "let this be known to you" and 
"give ear to my words" follow the Hebrew poetic form of synthetic parallelism 
which is so common in the books of Psalms and Proverbs. That Peter is 
speaking in such a lyrical way is probably one of the reasons the high priests are 
amazed at the "uneducated, common" fishermen from Galilee (Acts 4:13).


Acts 2:15 
ESV 
For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 
the day.


What does Acts 2:15 mean? The evangelistic and apologetic speeches 
recorded in Acts include three from Peter (Acts 2:14–41; 3:12–26; 10:34–43), one 
from Stephen (Acts 7:2–53), and several from Paul. One notable characteristic of 
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all of them is that they attempt to fully explain the questions and concerns of the 
audience, addressing what is going on right then and there. 


Here, Peter is answering the charge that the Jesus-followers are drunk (Acts 
2:13). In fact, they are filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking in foreign 
languages (Acts 2:1–4). But those without "ears to hear" (Matthew 11:15) 
apparently just hear gibberish. Peter goes on to explain that it's only nine in the 
morning (Acts 2:15). Jews haven't even started eating for the feast, yet. The 
claim they are drunk is an ad hominem attack: a specious criticism against the 
character of the speakers instead of a logical response to their argument. 


But the fact that Peter addresses the attack says something important about 
evangelism. This is a large crowd, but only part of the 900,000-or-so visitors in 
Jerusalem. It's very possible that those who assume they're hearing gibberish, 
not a language, are resisting the Holy Spirit. But 3,000 others (Acts 2:41) are 
chosen, and many of them heard these accusations. By proving the charges 
wrong, Peter has removed a stumbling block to the gospel—not for the 
accusers but for the other audience members. 


Apologetics is the art of defending the Christian faith. Evangelism is the 
transmission of the message that Jesus saves. It's been said that evangelism is 
exclusively for non-believers, to bring them to the faith, but apologetics can also 
apply to believers, helping to keep their faith strong. Peter proves that 
apologetics can be important for pre-believers, as well. He answers a small 
problem in a decisive way and clears the air for the bigger message. He also 
proves that he is paying attention to the concerns and questions around him. 
That makes it much easier for the crowd to listen to and accept his words.


Acts 2:16 
ESV 
But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:


What does Acts 2:16 mean? There are about 900,000 visiting Jews in 
Jerusalem from as far away as Rome, Alexandria, and Mesopotamia (Acts 2:9–
11). A crowd of them have just heard a group of Galileans speaking in their 
native dialects (Acts 2:8). The question floating around the crowd is "What does 
this mean?" (Acts 2:12). Peter is more than happy to explain. 


We don't know much about Joel except that he was a prophet in Judah around 
835 to 800 BC. The prophecies in his book cover events immediate to his time, 
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including the devastation wrought by a horde of locusts, but also the beginning 
years of the church and the end times. 


In the time of Joel, a huge swarm of locusts destroyed the crops, leaving Judah 
in famine (Joel 1:1–12). Joel likened the locusts to God's wrath that would fall on 
His people if they didn't repent (Joel 1:13–20). If they did repent, God would 
have pity on them (Joel 2:18–27). As a sign of His reconciliation with His people, 
He would send the Holy Spirit so that the people would prophesy and see 
visions (Joel 2:28–29). But not everyone would return to God; those who refused 
God would still see His judgment (Joel 2:30–31). 


Peter applies this section of Joel's prophecy (Acts 2:17–21) to the experience of 
the audience and then immediately goes into why his listeners need to repent: 
they killed their own Messiah (Acts 2:22–36). His message is effective; three 
thousand repent and are baptized (Acts 2:41).


Acts 2:17 
ESV 
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams


What does Acts 2:17 mean? Peter and a group of about 120 disciples are in 
Jerusalem and have just received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4). The Holy Spirit 
enables the disciples to speak in different languages. A large number of Jews 
from all over the Roman Empire, in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost, are 
puzzled about how these Galileans can speak their native languages and thus 
communicate with such a diverse crowd so personally (Acts 2:8). Peter shows 
how this event is related to Old Testament prophecy, specifically Joel 2:28–32. 
Acts 2:17 quotes Joel 2:28. 


In the book of Joel, God uses the devastation of a locust swarm as a metaphor 
for how He will judge Judah if they don't repent. If they do repent, He will pull 
away His judgment and give them signs that He has done so. A primary sign is 
that He will "pour out [His] Spirit on all flesh." The very morning described earlier 
in the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit came down to dwell in the Jesus-followers, 
just as Jesus promised He would (John 14:15–17). For Jesus-followers, the Holy 
Spirit will reveal to them the truth and the "things that are to come" (John 16:13). 
To unbelievers, He will "convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment" (John 16:8). 
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This very moment is proof. The Holy Spirit is guiding Peter into the truth of Old 
Testament prophecy, something the disciples were not very good at during 
Jesus' ministry. And He is guiding Peter's audience into repentance (Acts 2:37–
41). 


Throughout the early years of the church, this verse continues to be proven. 
Philip the evangelist's daughters are prophets (Acts 21:8–9). Paul sees a vision 
of a man inviting him to Macedonia (Acts 16:9). Agabus prophesies a great 
famine (Acts 11:28) and Paul's impending arrest (Acts 21:10–11). Cornelius, an 
unsaved Gentile described as "a devout man who feared God" (Acts 10:2), sees 
an angel in a vision who tells him to send for Peter; Peter shares the gospel and 
Cornelius and his family accept Christ and receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 10). 


The language is poetic, which is typical for a book of prophecy in the Bible. God 
doesn't mean to say that only sons and daughters will prophesy, or that young 
men will only receive messages while they're awake and only old men will hear 
from God when they're sleeping. The verse is in a synthetic parallel format and 
just means that "people" will receive "messages" from God in various ways. 


One of the great questions of the church is, are these visions and prophesies for 
the early church age, or are they meant to continue through to the end times? 
It's true that seekers and believers around the world have seen visions that led 
them closer to Jesus. But the supernatural messages seem to have decreased 
greatly since the church compiled the canon of the books that belong in the 
New Testament. Scripture is the primary way that God communicates with the 
world today.


Acts 2:18 
ESV 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy.


What does Acts 2:18 mean? Earlier this morning, about 120 Christ-followers 
met in a house in Jerusalem and received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4). A crowd 
of Jews from all over the Roman Empire and the Middle East are stopped in their 
tracks when they realize these Galileans are speaking their languages—not just 
the universal languages of Greek and Aramaic, but the individual dialects from 
the visitors' homelands. Some dismiss the speech as gibberish and insist the 
Jesus-followers are drunk (Acts 2:13). Others have one question: "What does 
this mean?" (Acts 2:12). 
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Peter is explaining this phenomenon in the context of the prophecy found in Joel 
2:28–32. In the book of Joel, God explains that if the people of Judah do not 
repent of their sins, He will destroy them as the locusts destroyed their crops. If 
they do repent, He will send certain signs, including the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit and visions and dreams for the people. This verse quotes Joel 2:29 and 
would seem to be an add-on to Joel 2:28, except that the identification of the 
prophets changes. In Acts 2:17, God talks about "your sons and your 
daughters…your young men…your old men." Here, He says, "my male servants 
and female servants." He identifies the Galileans as belonging to Him. 


"Servant" is a common way Jesus-followers identify themselves in the beginning 
years of the church. The young congregation prays God will grant His servants 
boldness to preach in the face of persecution (Acts 4:29). Paul readily identifies 
himself as God's servant in his letters (Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 3:5), as does 
Peter (2 Peter 1:1). Jesus' half-brothers James (James 1:1) and Jude (Jude 1:1) 
do as well. 


"Servants" is from the Greek root word doulos and can mean a servant or a 
slave. To be a slave of Jesus is not a term of reproach. He bought us with His 
blood (1 Corinthians 6:19–20) and we are His for eternity (John 10:28). When 
Jesus rescued us from being slaves to sin, God adopted us as sons and 
daughters (Romans 8:15). We are naturally a slave to something, but we have 
the right to choose who we serve. If we serve ourselves, we are slaves to sin; if 
we serve God, we are slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:16).


Acts 2:19 
ESV 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;


What does Acts 2:19 mean? Peter is using the prophecy found in Joel 2:28–32 
to explain why a group of Jesus-following Galileans have spontaneously 
become multi-lingual (Acts 2:1–13). Their sudden skill with obscure human 
languages is a sign that they have received the Holy Spirit, that they belong to 
God, and He is allowing them to prophecy (Acts 2:17–18). 


The part of Joel's prophecy that Peter covers in Acts 2:19–20 is an explanation 
of what will happen to those who do not repent of their sins or turn back to God. 
It isn't clear that this prophecy is fulfilled in the time of the early church; the 
blood, fire, and smoke might signify the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
burning of the temple in AD 70. Prophecy, both in the Old and New Testaments, 
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usually only deals with God's plan for the Jews. The church age, part of the 
"times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21:24), is "foreshortened." That is, a prophet may 
be talking about the Babylonian exile of Judah in one breath and the tribulation 
in another. 


That seems to be happening here as the phenomena are mentioned by John in 
the book of Revelation. The stars will fall to the earth, the sky will roll away like a 
scroll, and the islands will move (Revelation 6:13–14). Later, hail and fire will fall 
from the sky, and a third of the earth will burn (Revelation 8:7). A third of the sun, 
moon, and stars will be darkened (Revelation 8:12). Later still, a third of mankind 
will die in fire and smoke (Revelation 9:18). Beyond these specific fulfillments, 
"wonders in the heavens" and "signs on the earth" can be taken to mean God 
will do mighty things all over creation. 


The book of Revelation is one of the last books in the Bible to be written; John 
writes it after all the other apostles and most of Peter's audience has died. 
Neither Peter nor his listeners understand the specifics of the end times John 
will witness and write about. As far as Peter's audience is concerned, the call to 
repentance is immediate, and they respond immediately (Acts 2:37–41). Joel's 
prophecy stands, however. Whoever repents and follows God before the rapture 
will escape the judgment of God's wrath.


Acts 2:20 
ESV 
the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of 
the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.


What does Acts 2:20 mean? In the book of Joel, God compares a devastating 
infestation of locusts to the judgment He will place Judah under if they don't 
repent and follow Him. He warns that the "day of the LORD" will come upon 
them like a terrifying army that burns everything in its path (Joel 2:1–11). If they 
repent, God will forgive (Joel 2:12–17) and bless (Joel 2:18–27) them. Once the 
people have decided, God will separate them, either giving them the ability to 
see visions and prophesy (Joel 2:28–29) or exposing them to horrible disaster 
(Joel 2:30–31). 


Peter and other Galilean Jesus-followers have just received the Holy Spirit and 
the ability to speak in different languages (Acts 2:1–4). Peter equates this ability 
with God's promise that He will send His Holy Spirit to enable His servants to 
prophecy (Joel 2:28–29; Acts 2:17–18). The second part of Joel's prophecy, 
however, doesn't seem to apply to the early church age. In fact, very little 
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prophecy in the Bible applies to the church age. It is often foreshortened so that 
a comment about the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity is mixed with 
promises about the millennial kingdom. The visions, dreams, prophecies, and 
coming of the Spirit is happening as Peter speaks, while the blood, fire, and 
darkness will happen during the end times. 


In Revelation 6:12, John describes how he witnessed the sixth seal of the 
tribulation: "the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like 
blood." Later, during the fourth trumpet judgment, "the sun was struck, and a 
third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be 
darkened" (Revelation 8:12). 


These events did not happen in the generation of the people listening to Peter. In 
biblical prophecy, there is a gap between the fall of Jerusalem and the temple in 
AD 70 (Mark 13:2) and the rapture of the church (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18). But 
Peter's audience understands the core truth: if they want to escape God's 
wrath, whether that be in life or after death, they need to repent (Acts 2:21).


Acts 2:21 
ESV 
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’


What does Acts 2:21 mean? In this first sermon of the Christian church, Peter 
sets the standard for sharing the gospel with Jews. Around 900,000 Jews from 
around the Roman Empire have come to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. 
Although they all probably speak Greek or Aramaic, most were raised speaking 
a minor, regional dialect. A crowd of these travelers has come upon a group of 
Galileans who seem to know every one of those dialects. Peter uses Old 
Testament prophecy—their own Scriptures—to explain what is happening. As 
Joel promised, the Holy Spirit has come upon the servants of God, giving them 
the ability to prophecy, or reveal truth (Acts 2:17–18). Now, Peter starts to show 
how this prophecy relates to Jesus. 


This verse quotes Joel 2:32. Joel 2:28–31 describes how those who repent will 
be given the Holy Spirit and special messages from God while those who 
continue to reject God will see blood, fire, smoke, and a darkened sky. There are 
two distinct groups, and whoever calls on the Lord will be saved. 


Those who watched Jesus die on the cross witnessed this recently. One of the 
thieves who hanged with Him trusted Jesus with his eternal soul. With no other 
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work or admission, Jesus assured him he would go to paradise (Luke 23:39–43). 
Now Peter's job is to show how "the Lord" is not a hoped-for Messiah who will 
arrive in the future, but Jesus of Nazareth who was murdered fifty days before 
and rose again. For that, Peter will transition from the words of Joel to the words 
of David (Acts 2:25–35). 


"Name" is from the Greek root word onoma. It encompasses more than what 
someone is called. This idea includes all thoughts, feelings, and images that 
come to mind when thinking of the person. The "name of the Lord" includes 
Jesus' character, sovereignty, authority, power, and deity. To call on or pray in 
Jesus' name is to place our needs in the hands of the God of the universe.


John chapter 7 
37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now this 
he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as 
yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.


John 7:37 
ESV 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.


What does John 7:37 mean? Jesus is in Jerusalem during the Feast of Booths, 
also known as the Festival of Tabernacles. During this week-long celebration, 
Israel remembered the intervention of God during their wandering in the 
wilderness, as described in the book of Exodus. As part of this holiday, priests 
would carry water from the Pool of Siloam to the altar, remembering God's 
provision of water for Israel (Exodus 17:1–7). The last day of the feast is the 
"great day," when the priests would recite Psalm 118:25 while making seven 
circuits around the altar. This backdrop is crucial for understanding why Jesus 
spoke these particular words, at this particular time. 


Jesus' words here are connected to His claim of being the ultimate cure for 
spiritual hunger and spiritual thirst (John 6:35). The incident of water from the 
rock, like the priests' ritual, is only meant to be a symbol. Those events are 
intended as foreshadowing of Jesus' eventual ministry. This comment from 
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Christ is also similar to His conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well in 
Sychar (John 4:10–13).


John 7:38 
ESV 
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.’”


What does John 7:38 mean? During the Feast of Booths, Israel remembered 
God's miraculous intervention during their time in the wilderness. As part of the 
celebration, priests would carry water to the altar in the temple, recalling God's 
provision of water from the rock (Exodus 17:1–7). On the last, most important 
day of the festival, priests would circle the altar seven times with a container of 
water. This is the moment Jesus makes this claim, which began in verse 37. 
These words continue a theme Jesus has used before, including with the 
Samaritan woman in Sychar (John 4:10–13), and the people near the shores of 
Galilee (John 6:35). 


Jesus' reference to the Scriptures here probably includes more than one single 
verse or passage. Proverbs 18:4 and Zechariah 14:8 involve similar themes. 
Given the priestly ritual's connection to the story of water from the rock, Jesus 
might have had Psalm 78:12–16 in mind. Likewise, the idea of life, or God's 
truth, being a stream or spring is common in the Bible. The imagery implies 
something living, pure, and life-giving (Revelation 22:1–2). 


As used by Jesus, this internal spring, or stream, is indicative of the Holy Spirit, 
which comes to live inside all who come to faith in Christ. This indwelling, 
however, will not begin until after Jesus' ascension (Acts 2:1–4), a point made in 
the next verse.


John 7:39 
ESV 
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 
receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.
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What does John 7:39 mean? During the last and most important day of the 
Feast of Booths, Jesus has chosen a dramatic time to make a dramatic point. 
On this day, priests would carry water into the temple, remembering God's 
provision of water from a rock (Exodus 17:1–7). Jesus uses this moment to 
emphasize His claim to being the source of "living water," which is a metaphor 
for salvation and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This is a theme Jesus has 
used before in His teaching, both publicly (John 6:35), and in private (John 4:10–
13). Later New Testament writers will continue to draw from this analogy when 
describing the salvation offered by God through Christ (Revelation 22:1–2). 


At this point in time, the Holy Spirit is working only selectively in the world. 
Perhaps the most dramatic example of the Holy Spirit's temporary work is in the 
story of Samson, who was given strength when the Holy Spirit was within him 
(Judges 14:6). Only after Jesus' death and resurrection, followed by His 
ascension, will the Holy Spirit begin to indwell everyone who professes faith in 
Christ (Acts 2:1–4).


