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Happenings at Emanuel! Mission
Wednesday, December 3—Advent Evenings Together at St. John Statement:
Sunday, December 7—Christmas Program Practice .
: Forgiven
Monday, December 8—Ale & The Almighty
Tuesday, December 16—ROMEQ’s (and Friends) Meet by Grace,
Wednesday, December 10—Advent Evenings Together at Our Savior’s Serving by
Sunday, December 14—Christmas Program, Piano Recital Faith
Monday, December 15—Newsletter Articles Due
Tuesday, December 16—Book Club Meets Visi
Wednesday, December 17—Advent Evenings Together at Emanuel I5ton
Saturday, December 20—Emanuel Community Christmas Party Statement:
Sunday, December 21—Blood Pressure Checks, Church Council Meeting, To Grow in
Blue Christmas Worship in Evening .
. . Faith, Love,
Sunday, December 24—Christmas Eve Worship o
Tai Chi each Monday and Thursday morning at 10 a.m. in the upstairs Youth Center. and Spirit
Bible Study each Thursday at 9:30 a.m. in the upstairs conference room.
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Walking Together into Advent and Beyond
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with Advent calendars as a kid. We did put up our Christmas
nd. We’d make a whole day of it. Living in the Black Hills of SD

we’d purchase our tree tag for $8 and set out to cut our own. They always looked smaller

d be filled with the scent of fresh pine throughout the season.

We'd take out our boxes of ornaments and lights and everything went up on the tree.
One year we made lots of homemade ornaments to replace the ones that had broken. It

seemed soon after the packages from the relatives would start arriving that would go under the tree for a

month of squeezing, shaking, and guessing. |

As an adult when | was introduced to Advent
calendars | was drawn to the ritual and hav-
ing a small surprise to sweeten each day. |
was in my late 20’s when | got my first Advent
wreath and it’s been a practice | enjoy to this
day. Every day | light my Advent wreath and
do a little reading in whatever book I've cho-
sen for the year.

Advent is a time of waiting, of slow develop-
ment, of small peeks hinting at what will be
revealed at the proper time. It’s also an invita-
tion to take some time regularly to find a quiet
spot and do some interior work—in your spir-
it. | like to have a mug of something hot to
drink, a cozy corner of the couch, a blanket
and a journal. What do | feel God leading me
towards? What do | need to do to get ready?
What would help clear some space and make

thought the UPS man was Santa Claus.

room for this new thing being born into my life and into the world? Where do | see God getting ready to burst
forth into my world? How can | help midwife this new arrival?

Even if no great answers to life’s persistent g

uestions come to me, it's peaceful and soothing to sit in flicker-

ing candlelight, to be quiet, to be still, and know that God is with me, that God is with us, Emanuel.

O come O come Emanuel...

The family of Deloris

Christensen would gﬁﬂgl/))
like to extend heartfelt ="
thanks for the many o

prayers, cards, and words a

of comfort shared at the time of her
passing. We are deeply grateful to 2

everyone who helped honor her  Will be sin ing during

memory, especially the many women B
who prepared food and served during
the luncheon following the service.

Deloris was a longtime member who
deeply loved Emanuel and her church
family. Your kindness and care are a
beautiful reflection of the community
she cherished so much.
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o the joy of the season! All men are welcome! ™ 25

Sunday, December 14.
o
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Rehearsals after the service on November 30 and December. 7:%
No'long-term commitment—just come sing, have fun, and sh‘c//re:-,
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Midweek Advent Services - Together in Hope

This Advent season, Emanuel Lutheran Church, Our
Savior's Lutheran Church, and St. John Lutheran
Church are coming together for midweek worship!
Each Wednesday, we’ll share dinner at 6:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by worship at 7:00 p.m.

As three ELCA congregations in Council Bluffs, we're
grateful for the chance to worship, share meals, and
grow in faith together during this season of hope and
expectation. These midweek gatherings are a mean-
ingful way to pause, connect, and prepare our hearts
for Christ’s coming.

Wednesday, December,03
Dinner at 6 p.m.
Service at 7 p.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

(633 Willow Ave, Council Bluffs, IA 51501)

Wednesduy, December’l 0
"Dinnerlat6\p. 'P- m" N—
Service atZ{p:m.

N
QurgSavior's Lutheran
(600 Bluff St, Council Bluffs IA'51503)

Wednesday, December 17
Dinner at 6 p.m.
Service at 7 p.m.

Emanuel Lutheran Church
(2444 N Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51503)
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Results for PLEDGE Sunday, November 23, 2025 %
Sechritte d by Fch Stane

To keep the congregation up to date on the 2026
Stewardship Drive, below is a re-cap: We have re-
ceived 33 pledges for a total of $97,770. To compare,
in 2025 pledge Sunday we had 39 pledges for a total
of $111,576. We are down 15% on total pledges
when we compare 2026 results to 2025 results for
our event on Pledge Sunday. However, our average
giving in 2026 is up 3.5% compared to 2025. Re-
member, these numbers are for only one Sunday of
pledges coming in. We still have a long way to go to
get to our ending numbers.

Thank you to the those who have turned in their
pledge to Emanuel for the upcoming year. Those who

Schedule:
« December 3 — St. John Lutheran Church
633 Willow Ave, Council Bluffs, lowa

e December 10 — Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
600 Bluffs St, Council Bluffs, lowa

o December 17 — Emanuel Lutheran Church
2444 N Broadway, Council Bluffs, lowa

All are welcome—come be part of this shared Advent
journey!

did not have the opportunity to ¢
pledge, whatever the reason, we
would welcome you to make a
pledge and place it in Sunday’s offering, or if it is
more convenient, mail it to the church office and note
on the

front, attention Stewardship Committee.

We are in the process of working on Emanuel’s 2026
budget. This task becomes much easier to estimate
income for the year with a great response of pledges.

Thanks for your participation.



Emanuel Council Notes- November

Members Present: Pastor Cara Knutson, Joann Blum,
Greg Steensland, Mike Hipnar, Sherrill Stacy, Richard
Reed, Michelle Rowe, Angel McGee, Lori Lynn Ahrends
Members Absent: 0

Call to Order & Devotion

e The meeting was called to order at 10:48 a.m. by
President Greg Steensland.
Devotion was given by Sherrill Stacy.

Approval of Minutes
e Motion by Sherrill, seconded by Richard to accept the
October minutes. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
e Motion by Joann, seconded by Richard to accept the
Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried.

Consolidated Fund Activity Report
e Discussion held. Motion by Sherrill, seconded by Jo-
ann to accept the report. Motion carried.

Capital & Building Account

e Motion by Mike, seconded by Sherrill to accept the
November Capital and Building Account report. Ap-
proved.

Memorial Fund Report

e Motion by Joann, seconded by Michelle to accept the
Memorial Fund Report.

e Suggested use: purchase of new songbooks.

o Discussion held. Approved.

CD Recap
¢ Information shared regarding November CD amounts;
interest remains at approximately 4%.

Pastor’s Report

e Candidacy Committee updates

Boundaries Workshop

Continuing Education update

Advent Midweek Joint Services

Vacation Request: Dec. 29-30, Jan. 20 & Jan. 22

(includes a spiritual retreat in La Crosse, WI)

e Motion: To approve Pastor’s vacation dates — moved
by Lori Lynn, seconded by Michelle. Motion carried.

e Pastor also requested adding a “Required Synod
Events” line to the budget.

Committee Reports:
Worship & Music Committee
e No report.

Wider Ministries

e Thanksgiving baskets: 22 total, two more than ex-
pected; sign-up filled quickly.

¢ No Joyful Noise offering in December; will resume in
January.

e Christmas bags will begin in December; help needed.

Children’s Committee

e Christmas Program scheduled for Dec. 14.

e Children’s Bibles: Motion by Lori Lynn, seconded by
Richard, to purchase 10 Bibles. Motion carried.

e Sunday School break for two Sundays after Christ-
mas.

Stewardship
e No report.

Properties
¢ Question raised: Can the lighting company change the
outside pole light to LED?

Old Business
o Fire safety workshop: Greg will talk to firefighter Chris
Sorenson.
e Parsonage concerns:
= New doors installed.
= Remaining issues: ceiling crack, loose garage
wire, dishwasher needs plumbing repair.
= Sherill’'s handyman will inspect; Greg has spoken
with Mike and the property committee.
e Parking lot restriping: Funds approved; bids needed.

e Leaking handicapped toilet: Still leaking and leaving
rust spots; Sherill will have handyman check.

e Road sign: Angel gathering information; suggested
contacting St. John’s regarding their sign vendor.

e Volunteer sign-up: Going well (Sherrill).

o Visual tech: Sherrill will take over next week.

e Outdoor lighting: Reminder from Mike—additional out-
door lighting needed for safety and visibility. Suggested
starting with converting pole light to LED.

New Business

e Council Recruitment: Greg spoke with Abby Ash-
craft—she is willing to serve. Council hopes to add at
least one more member.

e Leak above lectern: Mike reported water spots remain
despite tile replacement; further investigation needed.

e Wasps in the church: Two spotted; entry point un-
known.

o Wireless microphone: One mic not working. Company
can fix it if delivered to them; visit to church would cost
$200. Angel volunteered to take it in.

Next Meeting
e December 21 at 10:45 a.m.

November Assignments

o Coffee hour cleanup/pouring coffee: those available
e Donuts: Lori Lynn

e Communion Coordinator: Sherrill

o December Devotions: Joann

Adjournment
e Motion by Angel, seconded by Sherrill, to adjourn at
12:00 p.m. Approved.



Worship Assistant Schedule

(If unable to serve as scheduled, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office.)

Ushers John Spilde & Angel McGee
Lector Al Martens
Altar Guild Linda Martens & Connie Solon
Communion Assistants Maja Knutson & Sherrill Stacy
Visual Tech Cheryl Rowe
Sound Tech Mike Hipnar

LiveStream Tech

Sherrill Stacy

Donut Liaison

Lori Lynn Ahrends

Coffee Hour

Sunday, December 14

Sherrill Stacy & Carol Grieder
9:30 a.m. Service

Ushers John Spilde & Angel McGee
Lector Al Martens
Altar Guild Linda Martens & Pat Hiller
Communion Assistants Pat Hiller
Visual Tech Cheryl Rowe
Sound Tech Mike Hipnar

LiveStream Tech

Sherrill Stacy

Donut Liaison

Lori Lynn Ahrends

Coffee Hour

Richard Reed & Char Les Kemmish

Sunday, December 21 9:30 a.m. Service
Ushers John Spilde & Angel McGee

Lector Greg Steensland
Altar Guild Suzanne Winter & Sherrill Stacy
Communion Assistants Suzanne & Mike Winter
Visual Tech Cheryl Rowe
Sound Tech Mike Hipnar

LiveStream Tech

Sherrill Stacy

Donut Liaison

Lori Lynn Ahrends

Coffee Hour

Carol Grieder

Wednesday, December 24 4:30 p.m. Service
Ushers John Spilde & Angel McGee

Lector Maja Knutson
Altar Guild Sherrill Stacy
Communion Assistants Sherrill Stacy
Visual Tech Peggy Jarrell
Sound Tech Kevin Epperson

LiveStream Tech
Wednesday, December 24

Sherrill Stacy
7:00 p.m. Service

Ushers
Lector Maja Knutson & Mike Winter
Altar Guild Sherrill Stacy
Communion Assistants Sherrill Stacy
Visual Tech Darlene Jeppesen
Sound Tech Kevin Epperson

LiveStream Tech

Wednesday, December 28 9:30 a.m. Service
Ushers John Spilde & Angel McGee

Lector Connie Beckman
Altar Guild Suzanne Winter & Kevin Epperson
Communion Assistants Suzanne & Mike Winter
Visual Tech Cheryl Rowe
Sound Tech Mike Hipnar

LiveStream Tech

Sherrill Stacy

Donut Liaison

Lori Lynn Ahrends

Coffee Hour

Char Les Kemmish & Connie Edson
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We are in need of volunteers [g]cty;¢?
for worship assistants % ""-'t'i't@

(lectors, altar guild, commun- ®&E3Z&ERS
; ; ; 4 Iy W,
ion assistants, visual tech, T
livestreaming tech) as well ol

as coffee hour hosts. You

can sign-up at emanuelc.org under
“ministries, or visit tinyurl.com/ELCast.
You can also volunteer by contacting
Michaela at (712) 323-9665 or
office@emanuelcb.org or Sherrill Stacy.

- B

For yolwere once darkness,

BUT NOW

YOU ARE LIGHT

in the Lord.
Live as children of light,

EPHESIANS 548, NIV

VIEW OUR DIRECTORY!

DOWNLOAD “INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY” THROUGH
THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY AND SIGN-IN WITH
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SIGN-
IN, LET MICHAELA KNOW SO SHE CAN CHECK YOUR
EMAIL IN OUR SYSTEM.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PRINTED COPY OF THE
DIRECTORY, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.
THERE ARE UPDATES ALMOST WEEKLY, SO THE
ONLINE ONE WILL BE THE MOST ACCURATE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS OR HAVE
TROUBLE ACCESSING IT,
CONTACT MICHAELA AT
EEEMANUELCB.ORG.




December 01
Mason Garreans

December 02
Tayah Nixt

December 04
Zach Winter

December 05
Judy Dillon

December 06
Wesley Bradshaw
Shelby Rickard
Mike Winter

December 08
Andrew Borwick
Jamie Hansen

January 02
Bob Bender

Annalise-Marie Davis

January 03
Dreux Smith

January 07
Tara McSorley

Daniel Solon

January 09
Noah Conley

Noah Smith
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December 19
Allen Martens

December 09
Bob Juhl

December 10
Tina Larson

December 12
Richard Borwick
Hadley Fager
Cael Hansen

December 13
Karen McPartland

December 16
Susan Wilson

December 17
Carrie Hansen

December 18
Emily True
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January 10
Clayton Juhl

Ron Reiff

January 12
Cole Holcombe

Linda Martens

January 13
Spencer Lewis

Brennan Plummer
Alice Smith

January 16
Ron Reiff Il
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December 20

Kobie Ferguson
Taryn McSorley

Jade Wohlers

December 21
Kaitlyn Egner

December 22
Sam Heithoff
Jan Husmann

December 23
Clarissa Haats
Karen Dommer

December 25
Elaine Sasso

rlagyf’

January 19
Gerald Ebsen

January 20
Chris Reed

January 21
Ann Goldapp

January 22
Ava Jarrell

January 24
Denny Clark

December 26
Emily Longnecker

December 27
Sid Dillon
Tristan Steensland

December 28
Brett Egner
Luke Hansen
Jon McGreevy

December 29
Judy Wilson

December 30
Debra Buley
Shae Nickels

December 31
Danny Britson

January 25
Elizabeth Melani

January 27
Hanna Ferguson

Stephanie Hansen

January 29
Amari Johnson

Dylan Schaal

January 30
Madison Nickels

January 31
Patty Maxwell

If we have missed a hirthday or anniversary, let us know!

office@emanuelch.org or (712) 323-9665




Danny Britton Owen Hansen
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Patty Maxwell Abaigh Plummer Elaine Sasso

Sharon Hansen

Ron Sasso

Norma Heath Norma Mass

Paul Schott Ruth Sullivan
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December 02

Larry & Sharon Hansen December 17

Ron & Elaine Sasso

December 15
Cara & Maja Knutson

January 27
Suzane & Les Merit

On November 2, we joyfully blessed Mr. Steve as he continues
his ministry journey. His students surprised him with a cross
to carry a piece of Emanuel with him. We are grateful for his
leadership and care for our youngest members, and while he
awaits his next assignment through the TEEM program at
Wartburg Seminary, we are thankful he continues to serve
with us. Wherever the Spirit leads him, others will be truly
blessed to have him.

December 19
Abbie & Gary Ashcraft

December 31
Dan & Judy Heithoff
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1

9:30 am Worship
with Holy
Communion &
Sunday School

10:30 am Coffee Hour

10 am Communion at
Midlands

10 am Tai Chi

3:45 pm Tayah has
Kirn wrestling at
Bellevue Logan

At Emanuel Lutheran Church

2

5:30 pm Girl Scouts
in Community
Room

3:45 pm Grant has
Kirn Baskethall at
Russel Middle
School

3

8:30 am Mission
Action Quilters
Upstairs .

9:30 am—3 pm Bobhin
Chasers )
(Community Sewing
Group)in
community room)

AdventEvenings Together.

6 pm Dinner

7pm Worship
@St John Lutheran

4

9:30 am Adult Bible
Studyin
Conference Room

10 am Tai Chi

TBD-Grant has Kim
Baskethall
Tournament at
Millard Central

9

TBD-Grant has Kimn
Baskethall
Tournament at
Millard Central

5pm Masonin Pep
Band atTJ
Baskethall Game

6

10 am Music at the
Library with
Lori Lﬁnn

TBD Tayah has

wrestling Tourna-

ment at TJHS

8

10amTai Chi

Tam-4:30 pm
Bridge Group in
Community Room

6 pm Ale & the
Almighty at Glory
Days Bar & Grill

oAle, G

Almighty

9

8:30 am ROMEQ's
(& Friends) meet
@Village Inn

Fast)

5:30 pm Girl Scouts
in Community
Room

TBD-Grant has Kirn
Baskethall
Tournament at
Millard Central

5 pm Mason in Pep
Band atTJ
Baskethall Game

10

8:30 am Mission
Action Quilters
Upstairs .

9:30 am-3 pm Bohbhin
Chasers
(Community
Sewing Group) in
community room

Advent Evenings Together:

6 pm Dinner

7pm Worship
@ Qur Savior'’s

L

9:30 am Adult Bible
Study in
Conference Room

10 am Tai Chi

12

13

"

15

16

17

18

19

20

community room

9:30 am Worship 10 am Tai Chi 5:30 pm Girl Scouts | 8:30 am Mission 9:30 am Adult Bible 2 pm Christmas Party
with Holy 7:00 pm Mason has in Eommumty Action Quilters Study in in Community
Communion & Winter Band Roo Upstairs . Conference Room Room
Christmas Concert at TIHS 7pm BookCIub in 9:30 am—3 pm Bobhin | 10 am Tai Chi
 Proeram Conference Room Chasers

B, (Community
Sewing Group) in

( l[ I‘)ll \ u Cl{?m""'t¥r§’e‘t’ﬁ“
) ventEvenings Together.
PEOGEAIN 6 pm Dinner

7pm Worship
@ Emanuel

21 22 23 24 25 26 21

9:30 am Worship Newsletter Articles | 5:30 pm Girl Scouts | 8:30 am Mission Office Closed Office Closed
with Holy Due in Community Action Quilters
Communion & 10am Tai Chi Room Upstairs . ‘

Sunday School Tam-4:30 pm 9:30 am-3 pm Bohbin ; i

10:30 am Coffee Hour Bridge Group in Chasers 4 \

& Blood Pressure Community Room (Community ' |
Checks . Sewing Group) in =
11am Church Council community room :
Meetlﬁ 4:30 pm Christmas
PRES?solPRE SUBMIT 3[Eve Wt%rshlp
, 5:30 pm Christmas
CHEE",(/S‘, y YMg!JLEB Eve Potluck GH RISTMAS
‘ 7pm Christmas Eve DAY
Worship

28 29 30 3l

9:30 am Worship 10am Tai Chi 5:30 pm Girl Scouts | 8:30am Mission
with Holy in Community Action Quilters
Communion Room Upstairs .

10:30 am Coffee Hour 9:30 am-3 pm Bohbin

Chasers
(Community
8 Sewing Group) in
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At Emanuel Lutheran Church

1

Office Closed

2

Office Closed

3

10 am Music at the

10:30 am Coffee Hour

Library with
Lori Lynn
1 5 b 1 8 9 10
9:30amWorship with | 10 am Tai Chi 8:30 am ROMEQ's 8:30 am Mission 9:30 am Adult Bible Community Room in
Holy Communion | 11am—4:30 pm (& Friends) meet Action Quilters Study in Use
& Joyful Noise Bridge Group in @Village Inn Upstairs . Conference Room
Offering Community Room East) 9:30 am—-3 pm Bobbin | 10 am Tai Chi
10:30 am Coffee Hour | 5pm Mason in Pep 5:30 pm Girl Scouts Chasers TBD Tayah has show
Band atT) in Community (Community Choir atKirmn
Baskethall Game Room Sewing Group) in
community room
| 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30 am Worship 10 am Tai Chi 5pm Mason in Pep 8:30 am Mission 9:30 am Adult Bible
with Holy 6 pm Ale & the Band atT) Action Quilters Studyin
Communion & Almighty at Glory Baskethall Game Upstairs Conference Room
Sunday School Days Bar & Grill 5:30 pm Girl Scouts 9:30 am-3 pm Bobhin | 10 amTai Chi
10:30 am Coffee Hour in Community Chasers
11am Church Council Room (Community
Meeting AHle. d Sewing Group) in
“tne community room
Almighty
18 19 20 2l 22 23 24
9:30 am Worship Newsletter Articles | 5:30 pm Girl Scouts 8:30 am Mission 9:30 am AdultBible | TBD Tayah has show
with Holy Due |n Commumty Action Quilters Study in Choir at Kirmn
Communion & 10 am Tai Chi Upstairs . Conference Room
Sunday School Tam-4:30 pm 7pm BookCIubln 9:30 am-3 pm Bobbin | 10 am Tai Chi
10:30 am Annual Bridge Group in Conference Room Chasers
Meeting & Blood Community Room (Community
Pressure Checks Sewing Group) in
community room
6 pm Dinner Church
in Community
Room
PRBELSDSOI?RE SUBMIT E-
: CES;',‘,M YOUR
‘ ARTICLES
25 26 28 29 30 3l
9:30 am Worship 5pm Mason in Pep 9:30 am Adult Bible
with Holy Band atTJ Studyin
Communion & Baskethall Game Conference Room
Sunday School 10 am Tai Chi




" ADVENT CALENDAR

. OF KINDNESS

Write a Donate non- Pay for Compliment a
heartfelt note perishable food coffee stranger
Bake cookies Leave a kind note Send a Pick up litter

thank-you card

@ © 4+ =

Donate gently used Offer to run Make a small Call a family
clothes errands donation member
& *x @
Leave a Plant a tree Share books Surprise a friend

generous tip
Help a coworker Send a care Participateina Write positive
package local charity event reviews
+ & & %
Spend quality time Create a Reflect on the year Send a care

handmade gift package

@ e © +




Christmas ‘Party,

8alurdaq ‘December 20

p m.
Emanuel Community Room
2444 N Broadway, Council Buuffa, H

Join us for an afternoon of fun, laughter, and. holiday, cheer!
‘We'll have games, activities, and, festive surprises for all ages.

cveryone is welcome! Bring your friends, family, and holiday, spirit!
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Exchange
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Total
Attendance:

In-Person

Week of: Attendance:

Online Views:

Offerings:

November 02

November 09

November 16

November 23

November 30

Finance Team Update

Income & Expenses Monthly ana YD
August Income: ...........ccveeeennne $20,699.22 YTD INCOME: v $123,154.22
August Expense: ..................... (-$13,781.34) YTD Expense:......cccceeeeen...... (-$125,229.53)
August Balance ............cccceeeennee $6,917.88 YTD Balance.........ccccceeeviuiienenne (-$2,075.31)

Plus Carryover .........oooeeeeeiieesieiaeieeenenes $9.12
General Budget Fund................ (-$2,066.19)
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