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Mission 
Statement: 

Forgiven 
by Grace, 
Serving by 

Faith 

 
Vision 

Statement: 

To Grow in 
Faith, Love, 
and Spirit  

Happenings! 
Due to COVID 19 the church building remains closed for most activities 

except for Sunday mornings for worship and activities approved by 
the Church Council. If you do not feel comfortable coming to worship 
in person, please connect with us virtually via Facebook, Twitter and 
our YouTube channel. 

Wednesday, March 3—Lenten Worship 

Sunday, March 7—Worship 

Wednesday, March 10—Lenten Worship 

Saturday, March 13—Boy Scout Drive-Up Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, March 14—Worship with Joyful Noise Offering 

Wednesday, March 17—Lenten Worship 

Friday, March 19—Volunteers meet at OSL Food Pantry  

Sunday, March 21—Worship, Girl Scouts Selling Cookies after service 

Wednesday, March 24—Lenten Worship 

Sunday, March 28—Worship 
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A Post from the Pastor 
By Pastor Cara Knutson 

So Sunday we have an inch of snow falling an hour which melts into a muddy 
mess by Wednesday when I’m writing this. The days are getting longer, the snow 
is melting, and reveals a sodden mess we still have to slog through on our way to 
better days to come. I feel as if this is a metaphor for our world today. Things are 
getting better, we see hope on the horizon, but we still have a mess to deal with. I want to commend each of 
you for your faithfulness throughout this time and encourage you to continue to take good care of yourselves 
and each other. I heard a news article today that people today report more satisfaction in their personal rela-
tionships than before the pandemic. We’ve turned to each other and our families as a means of coping with 
the added stress of life. However, I do still hear of people lonely and still feeling isolated. Please continue to 
reach out to one another. As Christ says when we share each others burdens they become lighter to carry.  

I encourage you to check out our Lenten devotional on the church’s webpage. If you would like a printed out 
copy please let the office or myself know and we will be sure to get one to you. Also, if you find you’ve been 
missing communion let me know. I can arrange to have a communion pack made up for you that you can pick 
up from the office or I’d be happy to drop off communion at your home. I’ve had a couple of requests for home 
visits—I leave this at the discretion of each member. Each of us has unique situations and levels of comfort 
but if you would like to have me come visit that is something we can discuss and arrange. 

This Easter we will have an outdoor worship service at 7 am followed by our usual 9:30 AM service. Cindy 
and I are working together to have lots of special music incorporated into the 9:30 service as this year doesn’t 
seem to be the best time to resume our usual Easter breakfast and Easter egg hunt.  

As more and more of us receive a first and second vaccination there may be questions as to when we can 
meet together more freely. Like this entire process has been, we don’t yet have all the answers and be as-
sured we’re all doing the best we can with the information we have available to us. Our council takes their re-
sponsibilities in leading our congregation very seriously and will continue to discern how best for us all to 
gather together in this time of transition.  

I like many of you look forward to fellowship and singing and potlucks and parties which all will happen again; 
God has created us as social creatures; we are at our best when we are together. And until we come together 
in person, let us keep connected and close in other ways. Join the adult Bible study Thursday mornings at 
9:30 on Zoom, call up a friend and share a funny thing that happened to you, write letters, and send cards, 
Facetime or Skype or Google Hangout with your loved ones in another city, send little presents in the mail. 

As the weather gets warmer don’t forget we still have the option to gather outside with less of a risk. Stay 
tuned for mini concerts from Da Band, outdoor worship services and maybe even a neighborhood picnic. 
Take care of yourself and take care of each other! Don’t forget that God loves you and I do too.  

Take care everyone!  

If you would like to send cards to Owen Hansen, you 
may send them to Jesse & Jolene’s address at 229 
12th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51503. Owen was in 
a snowboarding accident in February, breaking his 
neck in two spots and injuring his spinal cord. At the 
current time he cannot move anything from his shoul-
ders down. He has just been moved to a rehab cen-
ter in Lincoln. 

Several people have asked about how to help. Pray-
ers for healing always appreciated. Cards and mes-
sages to help inspire Owen are especially helpful. 
Also prayers for the medical team caring for him. 

Jesse and Jolene have been posting updates on a 
Facebook page dedicated to following Owen’s story 
called “Owen Strong.” There has been a great 
amount of support from the community and several 
fundraisers for the family. All are listed in this group if 
you would like to follow it. 

If you would like to help financially, there is a go fund 
me page set-up by Owen’s cheer team as well as an 
account set-up for people to donate to the family at 
United Credit Union (1900 W Broadway, Council 
Bluffs, IA 51501). 

Support for Owen 
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Updated financials for the month of January 
By The Stewardship Committee 

Esther Bender Deloris Christensen Paul Heath 

Robert Hesseltine Norma Mass Daralene Smith 

Bob Vergamini Owen Hansen  

Unfortunately, it looks like 2021 will be a lot like 2020 
with Covid-19 until at least mid-summer. Hopefully 
we will become more optimistic when people receive 
their vaccines. With that in mind, our com-
mittee felt it was important that you be kept 
informed more often about our financials. 
 
January was an outstanding month as far as 
income received at Emanuel. In fact, I think it 
was the most income for this month that we 
have received in recent history. That amount was 
$34,840! However, over 70% of this amount is from 
members who have pre-paid their pledge in advance. 
 
One statistic our committee looks at monthly is --- of 
the total number of pledges, what percentages are 
current with their monthly pledge. For the month of 
January, 63% of pledges are current or ahead of their 
estimated giving for the month. This means that 37% 
were not current for January. Many of us are not at-
tending church at our physical building but instead 

watching Emanuel’s service televised. Some have 
asked how do we take care of our pledge under 
these circumstances. Probably the easiest way would 

be to mail your giving to the church office at 
whatever regular time frame you prefer. 
 
Obviously, we are controlling and monitoring 
expenses as best we can through these 
times. However, fixed expenses (salaries, 
benefits, utilities, maintenance, and insur-

ance) represent over 70% of our budget of which we 
cannot adjust.   
 
We are thankful for your strong financial support. 
With the great January start, we are confident that 
Emanuel will continue this trend in 2021. As the situ-
ation in 2021 continues to open up, we appreciate 
the all-out effort our congregation makes in our many 
ministries. Emanuel is proud of our congregations 
giving of Time, Talent, and Financial giving. Thank 
You! 

1. Phone a friend. 
2. Send a "Thinking of You" card. 
3. Offer to "baby sit" so parents can have a night 

out. 
4.  Buy someone's coffee in the car behind you. 
5.  Thank an essential worker - police, health care, 

trash collector, store clerk, etc. 
6.  Smile 
7.  Rake a friend's leaves or scoop their snow. 
8.  Be a "secret Santa" to a child, family or stranger. 
9.  Give a compliment- it costs nothing. 
10. Tip generously. 
11. Make a video of yourself singing Christmas Car-

ols and send to a friend or nursing home. 
12. Dog sit while someone travels. 
13. Sew a quilt, face mask, pillowcase - and donate. 
14. Tell a child that your proud of them. 
15. Buy socks for Emanuel's "sock tree". 
16. Adopt a Grandma & Grandpa and include them 

in your family gatherings. 
17. Send an "anonymous" gift card or a "care pack-

age". 
18. 0pen the door for a stranger. 

19. Bake cookies for Iowa Cookie Crumbs. 
20. Go skiing, sledding or skating with a young per-

son. 
21. Journal your gratitude or make a "Gratitude Jar". 
22. Sign up to deliver Meals on Wheels. 
23. Welcome a stranger. 
24 Be kind - spread kindness, embrace kindness. 
25. Ask someone "How are you?" Then take time to 

really listen to their response. 

These are only suggestions; the list could go on and 
on. Create your own list and reach out to someone 
in need. Or maybe you have a need - just ask. 
There are many people willing to help! 

If you have the time, please share with us what 
"generosity" means to you - a word, a phrase or a 
short paragraph and we will publish in the newslet-
ter. 

You will be enriched in every way for your generosi-
ty, which will produce thanksgiving to God. 

-2 Corinthians 9:11 

25 Ways to: Create a "Pandemic of Generosity" 
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March is National Professional Social Work Month  

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to recognize social workers 
and thank them for all they do. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we are grateful for 
the many social workers who have dedicated their lives to serving our communities 
across the state! 

Maybe you have never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet, whether you realize it or not, you have 
had the benefit of their behind-the-scenes work in your community. Social workers help people help them-
selves by overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or managing challenges of everyday living: poverty, 
abuse, mental illness, depression, addiction, disability, and many other situations.  

Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience, guidance, and empowerment that social workers provide. 
Happy National Professional Social Work Month! 

For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 
ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 
Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, 
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

Bethany Update 
By Christine Gochenour 

The home side of Bethany is officially entering into 
Phase 2 of reopening!  See below for the following 
roll outs: 

 In person visits in our breeze way will continue, 
however the visits will go from 15 minutes to 20. 

 Communal Dining will be open again, however it 
will be staggered and socially distanced.  This 
should take place in the next few weeks. 

 Our beautician Shay is back in house and taking 
appointments. She does have to be screened and 
has her own regulations to adhere too. 

 PPE still will be worn at all times by staff and resi-
dents. 

 Out of room activities will be scheduled.  This 
means that small groups can get together outside 
of their rooms for various activities.  

These are just a few of the amazing changes that will 

be happening over the next few weeks.  If we can get 
to even lower Covid numbers in our county we might 
be able to roll out more changes soon! 

We have some more exciting news to share!  Our 
new administrator has officially started and we are 
happy to announce that J.R. Moss has hit the ground 
running.  J.R. is originally from Athens, TN. He has 
his BS and MBA from Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity and MHA from the University of Memphis. J.R. 
is a Lieutenant in the US Navy. HIs experience is 
quite extensive with seven years in senior care, man-
aged skilled nursing facilities and assisted livings, 
both as an Administrator and Regional Director of 
Operations.   

We want to thank you for all of your prayers, dona-
tions, and well wishes this last year.  It has been quiet 
the journey, but we could not have done what we 
were able to without you all!  Here’s to crossing our 
fingers, toes, arms and legs that we can open up fully 
sooner rather than later as we miss your smiling fac-
es in our buildings! 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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When I first came to Emanuel in 
2007, we got the new red hymnal, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
I attended workshops introducing 
it, explaining how it differed from 
the precious hymnal. Along with 
the old standard hymns that have comforted us, lifted 
us, and sustained us, there were new hymns that 
have become some of this congregation’s favorites. It 
also had 10 different liturgies. Since that time there 
have been more hymns written that address the soci-
ety and world that we live in today. Just as the sup-
plemental hymnal With One Voice was to the LBW, 
we now have All Creation Sings to supplement the 
ELW. These hymns and liturgies will help us during 
the current times of change in the world. 

As the title suggests, many of the hymns sing of our 
part in creation, how we give thanks and rejoice with 

all creation and how we lament and 
hope for God’s mercy. “These pray-
ers and songs concern not only the 
health of our planetary home but 
also the health of human beings 
and human community in a time 
when socioeconomic imbalance, 
tensions around ethnic and gender 
identity and global pandemic (to 
name a few) threaten our common 

life-and in a time when people face new challenges to 
the wholeness of their ow bodies and minds.”*1 

In the coming year we will begin using these liturgies 
and hymns as solos, and hopefully soon, as congre-
gational hymns. On Ash Wednesday we used a new 
Remember that You Are Dust chant. During Lent, we 
will be hearing the Lenten Gospel Acclamation from 
setting 11 of the new liturgies. I hope you find these 
new hymns as moving as I do.  

*1 From Introduction to All Creation Sings  

Ramblings from the 

Back Corner 
By Cindy Richards 

Finance Team Update 
Income & Expenses Monthly and YTD 

January Income: .................................... $34,840.00 
January Expense: .................................. $12,490.15 
December Balance ................................. $22,349.85 
 
 

YTD Income:  ......................................... $34,840.00 
YTD Expense: ....................................... $12,490.15 
YTD Balance ......................................... $22,349.85 
Plus Carryover ....................................... $20,408.34  
General Budget Fund ............................ $       42,758.19 

Week of: 
In-Person 

Attendance: 
Online 
Views: 

Offerings: 

January 31 25 48 $17,793.00 

February 7 7 62 $1,138.00  

February 14 18 165 $3,055.00  

February 21 5 50 $1,658.00  

February 28 n/a n/a n/a 
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Emanuel Lutheran Church 

2444 North Broadway 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-0499 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mission Statement: Forgiven by Grace, Serving by Faith 

Vision Statement: To Grow in Faith, Love, and Spirit  

 

Contact Us 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

2444 N. Broadway 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503-0499 

(712) 323-9665     Emergencies: (712) 314-0085 

office@emanuelcb.org 

Like us on facebook: facebook.com/emanuellutherancbia 

Visit us on the web at: www.emanuelcb.org 

 

Worship Services: 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the worship center. 

Virtual Services live on YouTube, Facebook & Twitter 

 

Staff: 

Pastor Cara Knutson (pastor@emanuelcb.org) 

Director of Music Ministries, Cindy Richards (music@emanuelcb.org) 

Parish Assistant, Michaela Lewis (office@emanuelcb.org) 

Kidz Kamp/Activities, Stephen Lewis (youth@emanuelcb.org) 

Financial Secretary, Darlene Reed 


