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Mission  
Statement: 
Forgiven 
by Grace, 
Serving by 

Faith 
 

Vision 
Statement: 
To Grow in 
Faith, Love, 
and Spirit  

Happenings at Emanuel! 
Sunday, March 29—Palm Sunday Worship with Breakfast 

Monday, March 30—First Communion Class with Meal provided 

Thursday, April 03—Maundy Thursday Worship with First Communion 

Friday, April 03—Good Friday Worship 

Saturday, April 04—Craft Workshop & Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 5—Easter Worship at 7 am and 9:30 am 

Monday, April 13—Ale & The Almighty 

Tuesday, April 14—ROMEO’s (and Friends) Meet 

Sunday, April 19—Blood Pressure Checks, Church Council Meeting,          

Volunteer Appreciation Week 

Monday, April 20—Newsletter Articles Due 

Tuesday, April 21—Book Club Meets 

Wednesday, April 22—Administrative Professionals Day 

Sunday, April 26—Church Musician Appreciation Day 

Tai Chi each Monday and Thursday morning at 10 a.m. in the upstairs Youth Center. 
Bible Study each Thursday at 9:30 a.m. in the upstairs conference room. 

In This Issue... 
A Post from the Pastor ............. 2 
Holy Week at Emanuel ............. 2 
Diapers & Wipes Collection ...... 3 
Pig Project ................................ 3 
Spa Day ................................... 3 
Save the Date: Senior Sunday . 3 
WELCA Tricentenial Gathering 4 
God’s Work, Our Hands ........... 4 
Volunteers Needed................... 4 
Giveback Program.................... 4 
Worship Assistants ................... 5 
Church Directory ...................... 5 
Birthdays .................................. 6 
Anniversaries ........................... 7 
Thoughts & Prayers.................. 7 
Easter Puzzle ........................... 7 
April Calendar .......................... 8 
May Calendar ........................... 9 
Bethany Lunch & Learn .......... 10 
Bethany Easter Egg Hunt ....... 10 
LSI Plant Sale ........................ 10 
Bethany Bake Sale ................. 10 
Lutheran Services in Iowa ...... 11 
Attendance & Offerings .......... 11 
Finance Team Update ............ 11 

April 2026 

Emanuel Newsletter 



 

2 

Continuing Education in Spiritual Direction  
By Pastor Cara Knutson 

Good afternoon Emanuel family and friends! 

For my continuing education, I’m excited to announce I’ve been accepted into the Spir-
itual Director Preparation Program through the Franciscan Spirituality Center in La 
Crosse, WI. Over the next three years my cohort, number 19, will meet in person once a 
year in La Crosse for several intensive days of training and skill development, and will 

meet virtually roughly every other month. The first in person gathering will be in September. By mid summer 
2029 I’ll have completed the program and will be able to offer spiritual direction to those I minister with.  

So what is spiritual direction? It’s a spiritual practice that assists folks deepen their relationship with God, and 
helps their faith grow. It’s also very relational—which if you know me well, is always how in ministry I prefer to 
relate to people. Together with their director they come to understand and respond to God’s presence and 
guidance in their lives. It’s not counseling or therapy 
but focuses on spiritual growth and discernment. Dis-
cernment is a tool that helps people pay attention to 
where God is showing up in their lives and where the 
Holy Spirit may be leading them.  

As a future spiritual director, I’ll be learning how to cre-
ate a safe space for people to explore their spiritual 
path and build a relationship centered on deep listen-
ing, reflection and prayer. My job isn’t to come up with 
solutions to problems but to help another recognize 
and respond to God’s invitations in life.  
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The Pig Project 
Submitted by Michaela Lewis 

The Synod Assembly will be held in 
April this year. Each congregation is 
asked to bring a donation to the West-
ern Iowa Synod Pig Project. 

This program purchases pigs that are 
considered unusable due to flaws, 
such as a hernia. God often works 
through flawed people, so why not 
flawed animals as well? 

The synod purchases these pigs, 
which would otherwise be discarded, 
and works with processors to package 
them into 
ground pork 
for food pro-
grams 
throughout 
the synod. 

Each congregation is 
asked to make a dona-
tion of at least $400. Last 
year Emanuel collected 
$675! Let’s see if we can 
get to $700 this year! Do-
nation envelopes are in 
the narthex. 

In total, there was 
$14,941 donated at the Synod 
Assembly last year, with some addi-
tional donations arriving a bit later. 

Diaper & Wipe Collections 
Submitted by Angel McGee 

Wider Ministries is spon-
soring a diaper and baby 
wipe drive for the Swadling 
Clothes Diaper and Wipe 
Distribution program at 
Timothy Lutheran. They 
are especially short on ba-

by wipes. They also welcome other baby 
items. All of the diapers and wipes col-
lected by Emanuel are eligible for match-
ing funds from another donor. A pack and 
play will be set up in April for the donated 
items. Thank you for your support in help-
ing families in our community. 
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We are in need of volunteers for 
worship assistants (lectors, altar 
guild, communion assistants, visu-
al tech, livestreaming tech) as well as coffee hour 
hosts. You can sign-up at emanuelc.org under 
“ministries”. You can also volunteer by contacting  
Sherrill Stacy at volunteers@emanuelcb.org 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, Sept. 13, when con-
gregations of the ELCA will join together for our an-
nual day of service, “God’s work. Our hands.” 

Participating in service projects is one way to cele-
brate who we are as the ELCA — one church, freed 
in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

We are a church that is energized by lively engage-
ment in faith and life. As we continue our tradition of 
service, we remember the words of Martin Luther, 
“Our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.” With 
our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and recon-
ciling communities in Jesus Christ’s name. 

If your congregation cannot participate on Sept. 13, 
you are encouraged to pick another date that fits 
your schedule. ELCA congregations participate in 
acts of service every day. This day of service is an 
extension of the work you already do to make your 
community a better place. 

Be sure to save the date and check resources soon. 
ELCA.org/DayOfService for updated Go in peace.  

Serve the Lord. Join us on Sept. 13! 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 
(If unable to serve as scheduled, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office.) 

Sunday, April 12 9:30 a.m. Service 

Ushers Al Martens & Sid Dillon 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech Darlene Jeppesen 

Sound Tech  

Donut Liaison Lori Lynn Ahrends 

Coffee Hour  

Sunday, April 19 9:30 a.m. Service 

Ushers Al Martens & Sid Dillon 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech Darlene Jeppesen 

Sound Tech  

LiveStream Tech Sherrill Stacy 

Donut Liaison Lori Lynn Ahrends 

Coffee Hour  

Sunday, April 26 9:30 a.m. Service 

Ushers Al Martens & Sid Dillon 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech Darlene Jeppesen 

Sound Tech  

LiveStream Tech Sherrill Stacy 

Donut Liaison Lori Lynn Ahrends 

Coffee Hour  

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 2 7 p.m. Service 

Ushers Al Martens & Sid Dillon 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech  

Sound Tech  

LiveStream Tech Sherrill Stacy 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 3 9:30 a.m. Service 

Ushers Angel McGee & John Spilde 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech  

Sound Tech  

LiveStream Tech Sherrill Stacy 

Easter Sunrise Service 

Sunday, April 05 7 a.m. Service 

Ushers Al Martens 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech  

Sound Tech  

Donut Liaison Lori Lynn Ahrends 

Coffee Hour  

Easter Worship 

Sunday, April 05 9:30 a.m. Service 

Ushers Sid Dillon & Angel McGee 

Lector  

Altar Guild  

Communion Assistants  

Visual Tech Darlene Jeppesen 

Sound Tech  

LiveStream Tech  
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If we have missed a birthday or anniversary, let us know! 
office@emanuelcb.org or (712) 323-9665 

April 01 
Barb Burns 

 
April 02 

Jenny Jarrell-Smith 
 

April 04 
Scott Carrier 
Peg Madsen 

 
April 06 

Suzanne Winter 
 

April 07 
Lori Ahrends 
Renee Goss 

 
April 08 

Dwight Rogers 
 

April 09 
Joshua Tiffey 

 
April 12 

Chasity Christie 
Nathaniel Larson 

 
April 13 

Tes Winter 
 

April 15 
Jim Andersen 

William Donovan 
Sharon Hansen 

 
April 16 

Amy Epperson 
 
 
 

April 17 
Laura Kai 
Jack Loos 

 
April 19 

Christian Chatterton 
Deanne Skovgaard 

 
April 20 

Lucas Holcombe 
Heather Wilson 
Angela Wolfe 

 
April 21 

Glenda Smith 
 

April 22 
Cara Knutson 

 
 

April 23 
Brayden Fager 

Linda Steensland 
 

April 24 
Priscilla McGee 

 
April 26 

Cynthia Borwick 
 

April 27 
Kylie Hansen 

 
April 28 

Haley Snell 
 

April 30 
Allison Goldapp 

May 01 
Carly Sorensen 

 
May 02 

Abaigeal Plummer 
 

May 06 
Anna Luther 

 
May 09 

Kyle Nordstrom 
Matt Solon 

 
 

May 10 
Alexander Bradshaw 

Riley Maxwell 
Chris Nixt 

 
May 12 

Chris Sorensen 
 

May 13 
Natalie Boose 
Richard Reed 

 
May 14 

Christi Hauschild 

May 19 
Cheryl Eneboe 

Mike Loos 
 

May 20 
Kenna Hite 

 
May 22 

Garrett Smith 
 

May 23 
Desirée Snell 

 
 

May 25 
Jennifer Clark 
Tiffany Pace 

 
May 26 

Ryan Wilson 
 

May 27 
Jennifer Plummer 

Rick Stone 
 

May 30 
Brad Dahlke 

Debbie Ferguson 



 

7 

May 03 
Gary & Judy Pleas 

 
May 07 

Chris & Crystal Nixt 
 

May 08 
Cheryl & Gary Rowe 

 
May 11 

John & Glenda Smith II 
 

May 19 
Richard & Darlene Reed 

 
May 20 

Jeremy & Tonia Thielen 
 

May 22 
Stephen &  Michaela Lewis 

 
May 28 

Clarissa & Edward Haats 
 

May 29 
David & Linda Fietz 

Edward & Nina Reedy 
 

May 30 
Ron & Norma Stairs 

April 08 
Zach & Samantha Winter 

 
April 10 

Allen &  Linda Martens 
 

April 14 
Richard & Jacqueline Ogg 

 
April 19 

Dick & Donna Steensen 
 

April 22 
Alan & Tedette Ellis 

Jane Anderson 
Bob Bender 
Kaden Frye 

Owen Hansen 

Sharon Hansen 
Norma Heath 
Sandy Kanger 
Norma Mass 

Patty Maxwell 
Oscar Over 

Abaigh Plummer 
Elaine Sasso 

Ron Sasso 
Ruth Sullivan 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 Maundy Thursday 3 Good Friday 4 
   8:30 am Mission 

Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community Sewing 
Group) in              
community room) 

 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 
7 pm Maundy Thurs-

day Worship & 
First Communion 

 

7 pm Good Friday 
Worship 

1 pm Easter Crafts 
and Egg Hunt 

5 Easter 6 7 8 9 10 11 
7 am Sunrise       

Worship 
8 am Coffee Hour 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion 

 
 

10 am Tai Chi 
11 am Communion at 

Midlands 
 

Easter Monday 
Office Closed 

 
 

8:30 am ROMEO’s          
(& Friends) meet 
@ Village Inn 
East) 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room  

 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 
 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  
11 am Church Council 

Meeting  

10 am Tai Chi 
11 am—4:30 pm 

Bridge Group in 
Community Room 

6 pm Ale & the   
Almighty at Glory 
Days Bar & Grill 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  
& Blood Pressure 
Checks with 
Crystal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer 
Appreciation Week 

Newsletter Articles 
Due 

10 am Tai Chi 
 
 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

7 pm Book Club in 
Conference Room 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Administrative 
Professionals Day 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

 Memorial Service for 
Bob Juhl  

26 27 28 29 30   
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Church  Musician 
Appreciation Day 

10 am Tai Chi 
11 am—4:30 pm 

Bridge Group in 
Community Room 

6:30 pm Music at the 
Library with     
Lori Lynn  

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

  

At Emanuel Lutheran Church 
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At Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
      1 pm Spa Day in 

Community Room 
(NAMI FaithNet 
Fundraiser) 

 

3 Senior Sunday 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 
with cake to 
celebrate our 
Seniors 

 
 

10 am Tai Chi 
11 am—4:30 pm 

Bridge Group in 
Community Room 

 

8:30 am ROMEO’s          
(& Friends) meet 
@ Village Inn 
East) 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room  

 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

7 pm Spring Band 
Concert at TJ 
(Mason) 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 
 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 
& Blood Pressure 
Checks with 
Crystal 

11 am Church Council 
Meeting  

10 am Tai Chi 
6 pm Ale & the   

Almighty at Glory 
Days Bar & Grill 

 
 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

 1 pm AL Graduation 
Grace Nixt 
Alex VanSickle 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  

Newsletter Articles 
Due 

10 am Tai Chi 
11 am—4:30 pm 

Bridge Group in 
Community Room 

 
 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

7 pm Book Club in 
Conference Room 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9:30 am Worship 

with Holy      
Communion & 
Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  

10 am Tai Chi 
 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
in  Community 
Room 

8:30 am Mission 
Action Quilters 
Upstairs 

9:30 am—3 pm Bobbin 
Chasers 
(Community 
Sewing Group) in              
community room 

9:30 am Adult Bible 
Study in         
Conference Room 

10 am Tai Chi 

 1 pm & 6 pm          
Spencer has KDS 
Dance Recital at 
Bellevue East 
High School 

At Emanuel Lutheran Church 
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Finance Team Update 
Income & Expenses Monthly and YTD 

February Income:  ...................... $30,717.35 
February Expense: .................. (-$13,220.77) 
February Balance ....................... $17,496.58 
  
 

YTD Income:  .............................. $52,515.28 
YTD Expense: ......................... (-$32,450.83) 
YTD Balance ............................... $20,064.45 
Plus Carryover .......................... (-$5,564.00)  
General Budget Fund .............. (-$14,500.45) 

Week of: 
In-Person 

Attendance: 
Online Views: 

Total  

Attendance: 
Offerings: 

March 01 40 27 67 $1,790.00 

March 08 43 0 43 $1,579.00 

March 15 92* 0 92 N/A 

March 22 50 12 62 N/A 

March 29 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Lutheran Day on the Hill 
Submitted by Andrea Maschka 

LSI Chief Development Officer 

What a meaningful day we shared at this year’s Lutheran 
Day on the Hill. More than 285 people registered for the 
event, with over 220 participants gathering at the Capitol 
to lift their voices in faithful advocacy for a better Iowa. 
Together we engaged in thoughtful conversations with 
elected officials and shared the importance of policies that 
reflect our shared values of care, justice, and compas-
sion. 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who took time to par-
ticipate, as well as to the staff and partners who helped 
organize and lead such an impactful day. Your presence 
and commitment make a difference. Thank you for stand-
ing with us as we continue this mission-driven work 
across our state. 

Save the Date: We hope you’ll join us again next year for Lutheran Day on the Hill on February 2, 2027. We 
look forward to gathering again to continue this important work together.  

For more information, please contact Andrea Maschka, LSI’s Chief Development Officer, at An-

drea.Maschka@LSIowa.org 

LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, na-
tional origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

*No service March 15. Attendance is from Wednesday night service. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
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Mission Statement: Forgiven by Grace, Serving by Faith 
Vision Statement: To Grow in Faith, Love, and Spirit  

Contact Us 
Emanuel Lutheran Church 
2444 N. Broadway 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-0499 
(712) 323-9665   Emergencies: (712) 314-0085 
Like us on facebook: facebook.com/emanuellutherancbia 
Visit us on the web at: www.emanuelcb.org 

Office Hours:  Monday –Thursday 9 a.m.—3 p.m. ,

Worship Services: 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the worship center followed by coffee hour in 
the community room. Services are streamed live on YouTube. 

Children’s Ministry: 
Children will be dismissed to Sunday School after the Gospel reading 
during the Sunday worship service (September—May)  

Staff: 
Pastor Cara Knutson (pastor@emanuelcb.org) 
Director of Music Ministries, Cindy Richards (music@emanuelcb.org) 
Parish Assistant, Michaela Lewis (office@emanuelcb.org) 
Children & Youth Programming, Lori Lynn Ahrends (youth@emanuelcb.org) 
Financial Secretary, Darlene Reed 
Treasurer, Connie Solon (finance@emanuelcb.org) 

2444 North Broadway 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-0499 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 




